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Membership
MEMBERSHIP of the New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club Inc is open to anyone
with an interest in these two marques, whether or not they are the owner of a Rolls-Royce or
Bentley. Your Membership SUBSCRIPTION includes the Club Magazine (6 issues annually),
the right to attend all Club events and activities, and to partake in Club management.
FEES
Registration Fee
$ 10.00 (once only)
Annual Membership Fee $115.00 Family membership $5.00
CONTACT Membership Registrar NZ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club, Inc
Naomi Neill, 773 Back Ormond Road, Gisborne 4071 Phone: (06) 867 1676
Email: diknomi9@gmail.com or www.nzrrbc.org.nz , then APPLICATION FORM

Chassis Records
The Company’s construction records for every Rolls-Royce, and every Bentley since 1931,
through its production at Derby or Crewe, are a valuable resource for owners. They detail
the original order and inspections before despatch. The records for cars over 10 years old are
held by the RREC. To obtain a copy of your car’s records, contact our Club’s Post WW2
Technical Liaison Officer, Roy Tilley, on 04 566 0850 E-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz

Advertising
Classified advertisements pertaining to Rolls-Royce and Bentley are free to Financial
Members who do not deal regularly in cars or services. Advertisements must be submitted
to the Editor, Tom King, Phone 03 3398 309, e-mail the.king@xtra.co.nz 191 Sparks Road,
Christchurch 8025.
Commercial advertisements will be subject to a charge to the advertiser at a rate for colour
advertisements of $135 a half page, and $270 a full page, payable to the NZRR&BC Inc.

Mainland Comment
One of your editor’s cronies, the late and sadly missed Bryan Wyness, used the email heading “Silly Old Cars” when discussing one of our mutual interests, and one
of his justifications for the endless hours of trouble, frustration, and expense caused
by mechanical foibles was the really nice bunch of people one meets through this
hobby. This is particularly so at this time of year, when New Zealanders travel in
holiday mode, exercise their cars, and meet each other.
This magazine has a report on one of these events, and it also has an article
by Winsbury White, where he does his very best to “capture” for us the lifetime
of activity represented by John Stewart, and illustrated by a great collection of
photographs.
Enclosed with this magazine is the Registration Form for the 2017 Annual
General Meeting Weekend, and also a Notice of Intent for the East Cape Run,
which the Northern Region is organising for November this year. These are both
splendid chances for us all to meet.
The Editorial Team is planning to attend the Federal Rally of the RollsRoyce Owners’ Club of Australia in March in Canberra. We have been fortunate
to meet several of our fellow enthusiasts from across the ditch, and are forever
grateful for the encouragement we receive from them. It was only when an e-mail
arrived from Margaret Gilling, the editor of London & Derby, the newsletter of the
New South Wales branch of the RROCA, that it was realised that our sister clubs
were receiving our magazine, and that, if anyone here received the magazines from
Australia, America, and Britain, it surely wasn’t our editor. The quid pro quo has
been re-established, but the catch is that we have to try to meet the other clubs’ high
standards. Occasionally our articles have been reprinted in Præclarvm and The
Flying Lady, although the world-wide but British based Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’
Club has never needed our material to enhance their excellent magazine.
Our magazine will soon start its fourteenth year with the same editor. That
is about twice the recommended term, and if there is anyone in our membership
who would like to become editor, this approach would be welcomed by your
present, somewhat overwhelmed, incumbent.
COVER
1928 Vanden Plas 2-seater 4½ litre, chassis UK3285, belonging to
Donald Wright. This is your editorial team’s favourite Vintage Bentley,
and was the first Bentley in your editor’s consciousness. It belonged
to a neighbour, Mrs Miller-Mead, in Christchurch about 1950. By the
time she tried to teach me piano, she had sold it to Selwyn Jackson and
bought an upright Ford Prefect.
NEXT MAGAZINE
Deadline for receipt of all material for Issue 17-2 is 22 March 2017.
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We Welcome the Following New Members
Nicholas and Annette Finnis
24 Smugglers Cove
Sumner, Christchurch 8081
Phone (03) 326 4988 E-mail finnisneuro@xtra.co.nz
1992 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur, VIN SCAZN02A9MCH36268

Eric Healey
Eric Healey, known to many as part of Healey Brothers in England, and who has supplied parts to many of us, has succeeded Tony
Jenkin as Registrar of the Post-War Six Cylinder Register, part of the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club.
He writes:
Good Afternoon Tom
I was just browsing back through some older Mark VI Silver Dawn and R Type Register file material when I came across your mail.
I am having a busy time still catching up with Register material and I am involved with a complete reorganisation of the
Club’s tool store, which is a major task.
We are coming to New Zealand in March, will be there for the whole month and are doing a motor home tour of both islands.
We have never visited before but have friends, relatives and former clients there, and hope we may get to see some of them. My wife
will be none too pleased if I deviate too much from the itinerary, but it will be nice to catch up with some other enthusiasts if possible.
Please continue to send your newsletters. I file them and use them sometimes for research etc.
Kind regards
Eric Healey
What a good chance to share experiences and knowledge with an expert, and members might benefit from contacting Eric at
eric@healeybros.co.uk

Club Members’ Advertisements
WANTED TO BUY: BENTLEY 4½ LITRE 1920s -1930s.
I am also keen to buy other interesting Bentleys and RollsRoyces, and other classic and collectible European marques.
Please call Max Fletcher 021 996 986
FOR SALE: REGISTRATION PLATE ROLLS 1. I
inherited this plate four years ago when my husband Maurice
Hay died, and I now wish to sell it. All reasonable offers will
be considered. Shirley Hay, Phone (021) 2942 129
FOR Sale:SEVERAL BOXES OF ROLLS-ROYCE 20/25
PARTS, motor and suspension, also a hub double ended
puller for sale, all to be sold as one lot Gary Langstone Phone
092946614

FOR SALE: 1965 BENTLEY S3 CHASSIS B254HN. New
Zealand new, with an excellent provenance, and a Club car
since the earliest days; e.g. read the Monte Carlo article in our
magazine 15-1. Owing to recent seismic activity, the time for
the next owner to take over care of this treasure has arrived.
Offers over $39,000 to Michael Midgley, phone (0274) 148 145.
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New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club (Inc) Annual General Meeting
Christchurch and Surrounding Countryside 22 to 25 April

PROGRAMME
SATURDAY AFTERNOON 22 APRIL: Professionally guided
tour of city by bus.
SATURDAY EVENING 22 APRIL: Informal dinner at The
Villas, 290 Montreal St, Menu a la carte.
SUNDAY MORNING 23 APRIL: interesting road route
The workshop at Bruce
to Bruce McIlroy Ltd premises, corner Alford Forest and
The homestead at
McIlroy Ltd
Racecourse roads, Ashburton.
Longbeach
Lunch at Longbeach, followed by ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING OF THE NEW ZEALAND ROLLS-ROYCE &
BENTLEY CLUB (INC) AT 2PM in designated room at
Longbeach.
SUNDAY EVENING 6 PM: drinks at the Christchurch Club,
Latimer Square, Christchurch, followed by dinner, as formal
as you wish. Prize-giving will follow dinner.
The Heritage Hotel
Rydges Hotel with inevitable
MONDAY MORNING 24 APRIL: Road tour, with visits to two
Japanese car
superb, and living, car collections.
TUESDAY 25 APRIL: ANZAC DAY commemorated as we
choose, then depart for home.
ACCOMMODATION: Some suites have been held at the
HERITAGE HOTEL, Cathedral Square. They are being
Sherborne Motor Lodge, 94 offered to us at $NZ235 per night, including GST. Since the
Sherborne St, Christchurch regular rate is $NZ600 per night, early bookings through
8014, complete with
robyne@heritagehotels.co.nz are a good idea. Secure
The view across Latimer
Malcolm’s Falcon Ute.
underground car parking is available for $NZ15 a night.
Square to the Christchurch
Club
Alternative accommodation is available at RYDGES, Latimer Square, for $NZ219
including GST. Car parking is not under cover but on Rydges’ premises for free.
Breakfast is $NZ25 including GST.
Book through areesa_chunsangfah@rydges.com
Both hotels are within easy walking distance of each other, Saturday and Sunday
evening dining venues.
Inside the Christchurch Club
Our Club member, Malcolm Graham, can also offer accommodation for the
Christchurch AGM Weekend at his four star motel, SHERBORNE MOTOR LODGE, 5 minutes’ drive away
from the Christchurch Club, Rydges and the Heritage Hotel. Winter rates are offered the weekend after Easter
which, discounted further for multiple night stays, make for pricing about two thirds of the price of the hotel
options offered. Final prices will depend on the size of the unit, the number of people in the party and the
length of stay (three nights attract a greater discount than two). Some spa units are available. Free transfers
to the evening venues can be arranged for those who would rather not drive. Parking at Sherborne Motor
Lodge is free but is not under cover. Club members visiting Christchurch at other times should ask Malcolm
about a club discount too. stay@sherbornemotorlodge.co.nz (03) 377 8050 or 0800 743 726
PLEASE MENTION THE CLUB WHEN YOU BOOK

Beautiful scenery, interesting roads, congenial company and great cars: come and join us!

COSTS:
REGISTRATION: NO CHARGE. A Registration Form is included with this Magazine, and we suggest that
you take advantage as soon as possible of the rates offered by the hotels and motel.
CITY TOUR: $35 per person, assuming that we have 30 punters.
SATURDAY INFORMAL DINNER AT THE VILLAS: a la carte menu
SUNDAY LUNCH AT LONGBEACH: $28 for Picnic-style Lunch, and $12 for talk and tour.
SUNDAY DINNER AT THE CHRISTCHURCH CLUB: $55 for 4 courses. Cash bar and beverages.
MONDAY TOUR AND VISITS: no charge, with good cafés abounding along the interesting road route.
FURTHER INFORMATION:
THE HERITAGE HOTEL was built as a government department in 1913, and withstood all earthquakes, while
the Cathedral just a few metres away was destroyed. The hotel recently won the award for the best historical
hotel in the Pacific Region.
Rydges Latimer was built in 2013, so is fully compliant with the most stringent regulations.
Bruce McIlroy Ltd is the trusted venue where experts keep our cars ticking over happily, and we are
privileged to be offered a visit during our weekend.
Longbeach is still in the hands of the original owners from 1857, and has been a vital part of royal visits for
the last 60 years. The station originally had 32,000 acres; the present homestead is the third on the property,
built in 1938.
The Christchurch Club was established 160 years ago, and has been rebuilt since the Canterbury
earthquakes to an impeccable standard.
Our member, Gavin Bain, and our friend, Leon Witte, live relatively close to each other on the shores of
Lyttelton Harbour, and have each built up a world class collection, regularly exercised. Marques include
Bentley, Bugatti, Chater Lea, Hispano Suiza, FIAT, Ferrari, Maserati, Alfa Romeo, Riley, Rolls-Royce, Aston
Martin, MG, and Humber. See examples of their treasures below.
Would all holders of Club trophies please arrange to have them returned in time for our AGM weekend,
preferably as polished as our cars.
Further information is available from the Southern Region Secretary, Martin Vincent.
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First Light Rally 10 Years On
Auckland to Napier via East Cape
1 – 6 November 2017
The Northern Region welcomes all club members to take part in the 10th anniversary rally.
The route will take us from Auckland to Whakatane; to Hicks Bay to Gisborne; and on to
Napier.
Please send an email to the Northern Region Secretary, Peter Morelli: pnam@ihug.co.nz
to register your interest and material including an accommodation guide will be emailed out in
February. The entry form will be included with the next magazine 17-2.
Please note that, as accommodation at Hicks Bay is limited to one motel, the club has
pre-booked rooms. This cost including, breakfast and dinner, will be included in the entry
form.
For all the other accommodation arrangements we will reserve units, but you must book
directly with the motels.
motels
We are looking to trump (perhaps a poor word choice!) the success of 10 years ago where
we had 22 cars. We look forward to your joining us for this anniversary tour.

This was photographed by Bruce McIlroy during the 2010 Ghost Tour of New Zealand at Chateau Tongariro;
a good place to stay during the journey to join the First Light Tour this November.
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Images Arising From Magazine 16-6

John McDonald is a photographer and MG historian based in
Christchurch. He has sent these splendid images, taken by an
MG enthusiast in the early 1950s:
(Above) Speed Six Saloon by Freestone & Webb, chassis
SB2762, owned by Joseph Wellesley Colley, Sybil Lupp’s father.
His name would imply some link to the Duke of Wellington’s family.
(Right) 6½ litre, chassis KR2692, outside 237 Lyttelton St,
Christchurch; it is no longer parked there in this morning’s
photograph, and in the bottom photograph it is still wearing
those dreadful carburettors installed by Bruce Johnston, before
Andrew Anderson and Selwyn Jackson found its original Smiths
carburettor. Selwyn at that time lived with his parents at 62
Cobham St, where there were half-acre sections, and Andrew
remembers that pigs and chickens lived on the property too.
(Bottom left) 4½ litre, chassis RN3030, competing in a North
Canterbury trial crossing the Upper Waipara River, probably driven
by Bill Clark.
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Central Region Annual General Meeting Weekend in Masterton
Report by Wendy Bryce

The diners at the White Swan in Greytown from left: Pam Hoggard, Vicki and Lawson Hoggard, Elliott and Carol Snelling, Doug
Majors, Janette Smith, Wendy Bryce, Clive Edmonds, Ian Hoggard, John Buchanan.

We had hoped it would be fine for the weekend visit to Stonehenge Aotearoa, but nobody really knows until the day.
On Saturday afternoon at 4.00 we had our AGM in the boardroom at the Copthorne Hotel. The changes were:
• Elliott Snelling stood down as Chairman, and he was presented with Champagne in a box to thank him for his terms in office.
• Clive Edmonds was elected as Chairman, while all other committee positions remained unchanged.
Plans for next year’s events were discussed and agreed upon before the meeting closed.
We reconvened for drinks in the bar at 6.30pm and went to the Dining Room at 7.00pm.
Dinner was a delicious two course set menu, after which we moved back to the Board Room to watch a delightful and inspirational
presentation of “Doctor Foster went to Gloucester to buy a Rolls-Royce” on the big screen TV.
This was a slide show and commentary of Ian and Pam Hoggard’s recent visit to Britain, where they purchased one of the
latest Phantoms and drove it around Europe and Britain for a few weeks, before shipping it home to New Zealand. Highlights of their
adventures included a visit to the Rolls-Royce Goodwood factory, and Blenheim Palace, where they visited the room where Sir Winston
Churchill was born.
Then, through the Channel Tunnel for a quick journey to Calais, where they covered several thousand miles, visiting many
European countries and Sir Henry Royce’s home in the south of France, along with other beautiful famous gardens including Monet’s
garden at Giverny.
Ian’s narrative was both informing and entertaining, as he relived their journey.
Next morning rain was pouring on our Spirit outside the window, but a huge full rainbow was hovering over it, so after
breakfast we all met in the Foyer ready to drive to Carterton and Stonehenge.
There was a biting cold wind, but the sun was shining. Richard Hall, the owner, gave us a brilliant talk with video footage of
the history and purpose of this monument. He has been president of The Royal Astronomical Society for 30 years. He then took us
onto the stone circle, where he further clarified the video footage of the site, and, despite the chilling wind, it was most inspiring. After
our visit we could peruse the shop – I bought a 2017 Almanac of all the planetary star and moon movements for the coming year, and a
little booklet on the stars of the southern hemisphere.
We travelled to Greytown and the White Swan Country Hotel for lunch. In sumptuous surroundings we partook of a banquet
meal, choosing our own main and accompaniments, and dishes were brought to share at the table. I had the market fish, and all the little
tasty dishes were truly delicious. We also had desser.
Then we said our farewells and drove back to our various home locations after a very pleasant and friendly weekend get
together once again.
We look forward to catching up at Vintage Weekend in January in Wanganui.
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Invitation Event: Banks Peninsula Branch of the Vintage Car Club
of New Zealand (Inc) Picnic at Little River 1 January 2017
New Year’s Day in Britain tends to be cold, dark, and gloomy. A way of cheering up was suggested by Vintage Sports Car Club member,
Hugh Garfitt; that a gathering at a pub of as many motorists in their vintage cars as were interested, has grown to be a widespread event,
and one to keenly anticipate.
About twenty-five years ago a member of the Banks Peninsula Branch of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand suggested a
low key gathering on New Year’s Day, and it has grown to take in a wide range of cars and their owners, at the popular venue of Little
River Domain, around the perimeter of Banks Peninsula, about 50 kilometres from Christchurch. Nobody can remember the weather
as being anything but warm in that sheltered valley, and picnics are prepared; lies, half-truths and evasions are repeated; and the cars are
backed under the shade of the trees which skirt the Domain, while their custodians kick the tyres.
The drive to get to Little River can be challenging, for it is beloved of lycrists, sorry, cyclists who consider it their right to ride
two abreast; there are frequent corners with posted safe speeds of 55 and 65 kph; the route is a favourite of motorcyclists who wish
to add 100 kph to any suggested speeds; and there is another, and alas, prevalent, breed of driver, who deems the speed of 65 kph just
about right for the whole trip. The most conspicuous car ahead of us this time was one of those Nash/Austin Metropolitans, but it was
following a group of modern cars cruising at 65 kph, and durned if we could get past without taking risks.
Eventually we reached Little River, having passed two MG TFs with bonnets up in the slightly cooler shade of roadside trees,
and considered ourselves lucky to fit into a shady place beside Emily, John Ferguson’s 25/30 Gurney Nutting Limousine, chassis
GUL52, this time being driven by Anita Ferguson and Maurice Wright, while John and Christine Ferguson followed in the 20 hp H.J.
Mulliner Limousine to Weymann patents, chassis GFN49. Martin and Angela Vincent were in the R Type, chassis B522TN, which was
clustered by a group of Mark 2 Jaguars all looking very pukka, but we missed Joe Studholme in his Jensen 541, although his widow
Sue was present. Ramon and Trish Farmer found a spot in the shade on the other side of the Domain in the 4¼ litre Park Ward Saloon,
chassis B175KU. Later arrivals included Bruce and Philomena McIlroy in the 40/50 hp tourer, chassis 60ZG; another R Type looking
very elegant in burgundy over shell grey, chassis B346TN; and an Australian bodied 20/25, chassis GEX49. Gavin Bain brought his
supremely elegant Hispano Suiza tourer, rather than his Phantom III or 3½ litre, and another eclectic group, including Morgan 4/4, one
quarter of the local population of HRGs (and about .025% of the total production of that company), and fine examples of Light 15 and
DS19 Citroëns provided plenty to keep a chap stimulated until well after lunch had been served.
Fortified, what else was there to see? Apart from the enthusiastic showing of that oxymoron, the Classic Cortina Club,
there was a collection of fine MG TFs with nary a sign of those truly awful fakes more usually seen, and even an F Type Magna, many
Triumphs, including a superb restoration in progress of a Vitesse convertible, a Type 44 Bugatti tourer by Gangloff (illustrated on
Page 5), and a car which intrigued your reporter, a Ginetta G15. Unfortunately, the lissom model our photographer had in mind, to
demonstrate how tiny this Sunbeam Imp-engined coupé was, declined to be photographed.
So passed a pleasant way to ease into the challenges of 2017, with the local fire brigade benefitting from the car crews’
suggested gold (or whatever it is) coin donation, and then home, again behind that spindly Metropolitan.

Sue Studholme, in the foreground, is out of earshot as Francophile Michael Williams compares Rolls-Royces GFN49 and GUL52 to his
beloved Citroëns, but Philomena and Bruce McIlroy, and John Ferguson, are looking suitably enthralled.
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(Clockwise, from top) SBH10636, GUL52 and GFN49 looking suitably dappled; Ginetta G15, one of about 800 built between 1967 and
1974 by a company still in existence; a Triumph Vitesse convertible under restoration; 1932 MG F Type; R Type, chassis B346TN.

10

NZR-R&BC Issue 17-1

The Salvation of Our Heritage
by Winsbury White with John Stewart’s Photographs

1922 40/50 hp Rolls-Royce, chassis 47YG, with Barker Tourer coachwork, as originally built for Liston Wilson.

I recall a popular song from the 1970s sung by the well known
Maurice Chevalier; a line from it goes, “Thank heaven for little
girls.” The tune came to me as I was returning home from a visit
to John Stewart in St Heliers to gather material for this article.
It came to mind because I was thinking, “Thank heaven for car
enthusiasts like John Stewart,” who has spent many dollars, much
time, and a great deal of labour in saving three Rolls-Royces from
possibly becoming scrap; a Silver Ghost, a 20/25 and a Silver
Dawn. John, a fanatic? No, not quite, but certainly he is a man
who is passionate about the marque, and about a variety of makes
from the last century, owned by others before he saw the light and
bought his first Bentley.
John’s interests in cars sprang from his father’s career as a
mechanical engineer, along with John’s need to service and repair
his own vehicles. He inherited his knowledge and experience
from his father, who, with his grandfather, established a motor
vehicle importing and servicing business in Featherston in 1906.
His dad became New Zealand agent for Stanley steam cars in the
1920s, until the Stanley Company ceased business in 1924. In
the 1950s John acquired a 1920 Stanley, which happened to be the
first of the marque imported by his father. With his dad’s help, he
completely restored this car, and enjoyed motoring it for some 25
years. The car is still running, and now lives in Dunedin.
At the end of the War John bought a 1929 Scott Flying
Squirrel motorcycle, which he restored and rode regularly for a
number of years. He subsequently owned a further six Scotts,
the last of which has been brought back into the family by his son,
who bought it from a deceased estate.
In 1946 John joined the four wheel brigade, when he
bought a 1931 Ford Model A Roadster. This required a full
restoration, including an engine rebuild, and, with his dad’s help,
the installation of vacuum boosted brakes. Even though the family
11

workshop was well equipped, it did not have a crankshaft grinder,
so John spent many days hand-lapping the crankshaft, until it was
good enough to accept newly white-metalled bearings. The car
was then entered in the first post-war Hepolite Rally, which it won
outright against much more modern machinery.
Later came a variety of cars, including a Morris 10, three
Vauxhall 14/6s, one of which was a rare Australian Holden-bodied
drop-head; a 1905 single-cylinder Cadillac; a 1920 Vauxhall D
Type; a second Model A Ford Roadster, also with vacuum brakes
and a close-ratio gearbox; and too many more to list. A real
motoring enthusiast likes to revel in the driving of his cars, and
if a fault which cannot be readily rectified is found, but which
ruins the driving pleasure, the car is likely to be moved on sooner,
rather than later. An example was the Nash, which had a violent
shimmy in the front suspension. It did not last long. The 20/25
Rolls-Royce, later described, also had steering problems, which
were only partly resolved.
I think John would have liked to have owned a 1950
Lagonda, which his business partner Mr Hill had bought, but at
£3,300 new, and requiring expensive repairs, such as removing
the entire independent rear suspension to replace differential seals
because oil was leaking onto the inboard rear drum brakes, the
value was questionable. Even with a column gear shift, it was a
great handling vehicle, and of course it looked impressive. This
was at a time when the business of Hill and Stewart was progressing
quite well. The firm had a solid agreement with Fisher and
Paykel, involving selling and servicing ice-cream freezers, Bendix
washing machines, domestic refrigerators and other appliances,
using the new Queen Street shop. From ownership of “run of the
mill” motorcars in his earlier years, John graduated to the “ethereal
realm” of Bentley and Rolls-Royce ownership in the 1980s. This
phase was inevitable because, as a high school lad, John had been
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loaned a mate’s Bentley 3 litre to drive. John was immediately
hooked, and swore then to acquire one, some day.
In 1982, on a trip to Britain, he indulged in that wonderful
pastime of visiting, at leisure, many car dealers. He surveyed lots
of Bentleys, and eventually chose a restored example, a Red Label
3 litre, at Coys, which he imported to New Zealand. But life isn’t
always sweet, and John found that the Vanden Plas Bentley was
rather a rough riding machine, and, worse, the engine soon failed.
After dismantling the motor, both main and big end bearings were
found to have gone walkabout, the camshaft was pitted, and three
of the four cylinder bores were leaning either fore or aft; it must
have been a wonky boring machine. After photographs of the
offending bits had been despatched to England, Coys did come to
the party, and supplied new replacements. However, the rough
ride was unacceptable, the car was quite noisy, and was eventually
sold to a new owner in Papakura, who sadly died within months.
It was exported to the U.S.A. at a price of about $140,000, and is
probably worth at least three quarters of a million dollars now.
Soon after this episode, in the mid-1980s, a Rolls-Royce
agent in Auckland contacted John, saying that there was a gentleman
in Rotorua who had a Silver Ghost which he had to sell. The car
had survived the fitting of two bodies, the original Barker Tourer,
and a saloon built in 1932 by Revely, Ellice and Collingwood of
Stanley Street in Auckland. This was later highly modified by

the Bentley. The very heavy steering made parking difficult, and
the car was later sold to Brian Jackson to display in his museum in
Devonport. From there, it was sold to Selwyn Jackson at Orewa.
The car, chassis number 47YG, now resides in North Canterbury,
and was driven on the 2013 Alpine Trial re-enactment of the 1913
event in Europe.
The next vehicle to benefit from John’s expertise was a
1932 20/25 Sedanca, chassis GRW9. The body was quite sound,
needing only tlc, but the mechanical systems required an overhaul.
Once back on the road it proved reliable, and had an attractive
body, which John had painted himself, but the steering was not
good. The car had a habit of wandering a fair bit, requiring too
much correction to make driving pleasurable. Worse, it suffered

(Above) The new body being built at Gulf Motor Bodies in the late
1980s. John Stewart did all the mechanical restoration of 47YG.
(Below) 47YG after completion with replica Barker Tourer
coachwork

47YG with the 1932 saloon body commissioned by Liston Wilson

47YG with the 1932 saloon body lowered and modified by
George Tremayne; John Stewart loading for transportation to
Auckland after purchase from Frank Kerslake in Rotorua

George Tremayne, and by the time John saw the car, it was quite
decrepit. While the body and the engine were a mess, at least the
rear axle, gearbox and starter motor were serviceable. The car got
a complete mechanical rebuild, and, after due consideration, John
chose a lowered Barker Tourer as an example for a replacement
body, to be built by Gulf Motor Bodies. The seats were lowered,
as was the windscreen, but, as it turned out, the result was not the
best, although John found that the car was much nicer to drive than
12

from a 20/25 complaint, which was that, when the car was turning
a corner, the steering box would lock up to the point of being
dangerous. John concluded that minute wear in the worm and
nut was causing the problem, but physical inspection did not seem
to support this theory, and, by using some highly sophisticated
modern lubricants, the problem was overcome. The wandering
and imprecise steering remained and was never completely
resolved, but I suppose one could argue that it didn’t matter much
particularly, if the chauffeur, not the owner, had to deal with it.
However, predictably enough, the car was moved on, this time to
an enthusiast in Scotland, who had been trying for several years to
purchase it from John.
His next move in the Rolls-Royce and Bentley market
was to acquire, as a package deal, a Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn
and a Mark VI Bentley. John had to buy the Bentley to buy the
Silver Dawn, chassis SDB112, the car he really desired. The
Bentley was in good condition overall, and, being an ex-Swedish
vehicle, it had a good heater and a speedometer in kilometres. It
was quickly sold on. The Silver Dawn, however, far from being
in good condition, was decrepit. Outwardly it appeared quite
sound, but it required a complete reupholstering, and had had an
NZR-R&BC Issue 17-1

GRW9 as purchased from Charles Edwards’s estate, about
February 1989

(Above) GRW9 – a nightmare, but all sorted eventually
(Below) Laycock overdrive unit from Mark 7 Jaguar in GRW9

unfortunate history. The first owner died after only three years
of ownership, and his widow married again, to a very bad driver.
He kept hitting things. Eventually, at Dargaville, he drove off
the road, over a ditch, through a fence, and finally landed in an
estuary. When the tide came in that night the car was still there,
and became about one third submerged, and this was not known
to John when he, much later, bought the car. After retrieval from
the tide, it was panel-beaten back into shape, sold by Coutts in
Auckland to a Mr Keith, used as a wedding car, and then to Mr
McMeekin at Howick, who stored it in an open-ended barn for
fifteen years, and accidentally with the battery box lid removed.
So, surprise, surprise, those little furry creatures called rats got in
and indulged themselves in Rolls-Royce luxury. They survived on
the woollen carpets, eating them down to the hessian, and brought
13

all manner of dubious substances into the car for consumption,
leaving a layer of waste on the floor and seats. John bought the
car intending to restore it, but, on removing interior panels, found
the legacy of the Silver Dawn’s one night sojourn in the estuary
– substantial body rust in the scuttle and doors. The hardware was
retained, but the body had to be detached and dumped.
Now, what to do? A body had to be made, but in
what shape, and what style? After ruminating on this issue for
some time, with various factory drawings from the Rolls-Royce
Enthusiasts’ Club, a Park Ward drop-head body, mounted on Mark
VI Bentleys but not previously on a Rolls-Royce chassis, was
chosen. The project was handed over to Classicar Restorations
of Penrose, who initially were to create a wooden frame under
aluminium panels, but who eventually, because of lower cost and
increased strength, used folded steel framing. John Stringer, a
local body builder, created the hood frame, using photographs
from an enthusiast living in Perth, Australia, while a Mercedes

(Above) The original “Standard Steel” coachwork on SDB112, as
unearthed after about 15 years in a grotty barn, with the interior
infested with vermin of all kinds
(Below) This gives some idea of the state of the original body

The body building on SDB112 under way at Classicar Auckland;
all mechanical restoration by John Stewart
NZR-R&BC Issue 17-1

GRW9 after body-off total restoration, all work including painting, but excluding upholstery, done by John Stewart

fabric provided the hood covering. Connolly’s leather, only the
best, was used for the upholstery.
The mechanical parts were overhauled as well, and

a few modifications were made to the engine, including twin
SU carburettors instead of the single Stromberg used on the
Silver Dawn; twin exhausts, and a Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud 1

A portrait of SDB112 at the Ellerslie Car Show, by the late Ken White
14

NZR-R&BC Issue 17-1

camshaft, all resulting in performance figures very close to the
R Type Bentley. The six-cylinder engines used in the Mark VIs
and Silver Dawns had an “issue” with the cylinder bores, being
built with a chrome sleeve at the upper part of the bores, and the
lower part the cast iron of the block. After a fairly high mileage,
John saying about 150,000, because there is a wear differential
between the chromium and iron, the piston rings catch on the lip
created by the wear, and break. I guess most marques come out
of their factories with some contemporary or potential mechanical
problem, such as the Riley 2½ litre, with its weak back axle
shafts, which snapped far too readily, and certainly in Britain for
a long time, little investment was put into development projects,
which would have improved the reliability of many cars. Prior
to acquiring the Silver Dawn, John had purchased a 1952 R Type

Bentley from the South Island, chassis B408SR. This was an
excellent car, but during the course of thirty years of ownership,
John had it professionally repainted twice and fitted new piston
rings and bearing shells. Otherwise it was an absolutely original
and lovely car.
Currently John’s garage at home, where so much
restoration was done, is bereft of any Rolls-Royce or Bentley.
Arthritis has caught up with John, and such large and complex
cars became more difficult to handle, park, and work on. Perhaps
if the marque had produced vehicles half or three-quarters of the
size of the cars which came out of the factory, they would still be
practical to own. John would, however, be happy to own a late
model Bentley or Rolls-Royce if he won Lotto; besides, they don’t
break down or need restoring yet, do they?

R Type Standard Steel Saloon chassis B408SR
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A List of Books Donated to Our Club
by the Family of Mr R. Oxtner
COACHWORK on ROLLS-ROYCE
1906 to 1939

Lawrence DALTON

ROLLS-ROYCE,
The best 599 Rolls-Royce stories

Mike FOX & Steven SMITH

ROLLS-ROYCE in the Thirties

A collection of technical articles

ROLLS-ROYCE In the Twenties

A collection of technical articles

BENTLEY In the Thirties

A collection of technical articles

The VINTAGE BENTLEY BOOK

A collection of technical articles

ANOTHER VINTAGE BENTLEY BOOK

Another collection of technical articles

ROLLS-ROYCE MEMORIES

H. MASSAC BUIST

First printed 1926
This edition 1980

ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY
Illustrated Buyers Guide

Paul R. WOUDENBERG

1984

ROLLS- ROYCE The Formative Years
1906/1939

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 1

ROLLS-ROYCE
The Pursuit of Excellence

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 3

ROLLS-ROYCE The Derby Bentleys

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 5

The Early Days of Rolls-Royce
& The Montagu Family

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 6

ROLLS-ROYCE
HIVES, The Quiet Tiger

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 7

ROLLS-ROYCE
Twenty to Wraith

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 8

ROLLS-ROYCE & The Mustang

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 9

FROM GYPSY To GEM
1926 to 1986

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 10

ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY
The Parkside Story 1896- 1939

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 11

HENRY ROYCE, MECHANIC

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 12

ROLLS-ROYCE
The Sons of Martha

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 14

OLYMPUS

The First 40 Years

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 15

ROLLS-ROYCE
Piston Aero Engines

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 16

CHARLIE ROLLS
Pioneer Aviator

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 17

THE ROLLS-ROYCE DART
Pioneering Turboprop

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 18
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ROLLS-ROYCE
Hives’ Turbulent Barons

Sir Henry ROYCE Memorial Foundation
Historical Series Number 20

ROLLS-ROYCE, 75 YEARS
1904 to 1979

A Commemorative Album

ROLLS-ROYCE CARS
1940 to 1950

Brooklands Books
(Technical Studies)

The ROLLS-ROYCE

SHIRE Publication

ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER CLOUD
1955 to 1965

Brooklands Books
(Technical Studies)

The STORY of BLACK BEAUTY
(1934 Rolls-Royce Phantom II)

Robert DAVIES

The ROLLS-ROYCE MEN
The Story of
Charles ROLLS and Henry ROYCE

John ROWLAND

The ROLLS-ROYCE WRAITH

Tom C. CLARKE

1986

The ROLLS-ROYCE 40/50 HP
Ghosts, Phantoms and Spectres

J. W. OLDHAM

1974

The ROLLS-ROYCE TWENTY

John M. FASAL

1979

ROLLS of ROLLS-ROYCE
A Biography of Hon C. S. ROLLS

Peter HUGO

1973

ROLLS-ROYCE and the GREAT
VICTORY
Rolls-Royce Cars in War

LORD MONTAGU of BEAULIEU

1966

The HISTORY of ROLLS-ROYCE
MOTOR CARS
Volume One, 1903 to 1907

Rolls-Royce Ltd

1919
Reprint 1972

ROLLS-ROYCE,
Silver Cloud, Phantom V, VI &
Bentley S Series, Continental

C. W. MORTON

1964

ROLLS-ROYCE,
Silver Shadow, Corniche, Camargue,
Silver Wraith II & Bentley T

Graham ROBSON

1980

ROLLS-ROYCE HUMOUR

John BOLSTER

1979

ROLLS-ROYCE in AMERICA

R-R Owners Club, USA

1978

The ROLLS-ROYCE MOTOR CAR

John WEBB de CAMPI

1975

ROLLS-ROYCE,
The Story of the Best Car
in the World

Anthony BIRD &
Ian HALLOWS

1964
Third Edition 1972

ROLLS-ROYCE CATALOGUE 1910/11

AUTOCAR Special

1973

The AMERICAN ROLLS-ROYCE

Rolls-Royce Ltd

Reprint 1973

ROLLS-ROYCE
Reports and Road Tests
1904 to 1978

Arthur W. SOUTTER

1976
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MOTORING MILESTONES
Automobile History Through
Contemporary Eyes. 1895 to 1970

AUTOCAR

1978

ROLLS-ROYCE,
The BEST CAR in the WORLD

AUTOCAR Special

1970

ROLLS-ROYCE,
75 Years of Motoring Excellence

John HEILIG
& Reg. ABBISS

1999

ROLLS-ROYCE,
The History of the Car.

Edward EVES

1979

ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY
Experimental Cars

Ian W. RIMMER

1983

The ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY,
VOL 1. Standard Production Models
1945 to 1965

1986
Graham ROBSON

ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY
1950 to 1965

Road & Track

ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY
1966 to 1984

Road & Track

1984

BENTLEY CARS
1940 to 1945

Brooklands Books

1984

BENTLEY, Since 1919

Autocar

W. O. BENTLEY, ENGINEER

Donald BASTOW

1988

The BENTLEY CAR,
An Illustrated History, 1919 to1931

W. O. BENTLEY

1978

BENTLEY,
Cricklewood to Crewe

Michael FROSTICK

1964

BENTLEY, 1919 to 1931

Autocar Special

1980

BUGATTI

H. G. CONWAY

1963
3rd Edition 1974

The DAIMLER TRADITION

Brian E. SMITH

1972

TWENTY SILVER GHOSTS
20 Large prints of paintings & text

Paintings By Melbourne BRINDLE
Text By Phil MAY

Large “Coffee Table Book”

AMERICA’S YESTERDAYS
Images from the past
1885 to 1945 approx

Oliver JENSEN
From Photographic Archives

1978

The BULLETIN
Bound copies 1978 1983 1984
1990 to 1995 1998
The FLYING LADY
Bound Copies from 1990-1 and 1999-2006
The FLYING LADY
Directory & Register, 1999
R-R Owners Club of Australia Federal
Members List & Motor Car Register 1976
75 YEARS of SILVER GHOST
Souvenir Compendium Anniversary 1982
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Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club

Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club

Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club
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WORKSHOP MANUAL
Silver Cloud 1 & Bentley “S” Series1
ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER GHOST
Instruction Book

ROLLS-ROYCE Ltd

1970

Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club

1928
Reviewed 1974

R-R & BENTLEY Motor Cars
Automobilia & Related Material

Sothebys

1989

R-R & BENTLEY, TECHNICAL MANUAL
No 3. Restoration Tips & Experiences

Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club

1984

ROLLS-ROYCE Silver Cloud & Bentley
“S” Series Information Sheets
Booklets of Cars in Profile
The Rolls-Royce Phantom II
No 2. The Rolls-Royce Phantom I
No 3. The V-12 Hispano-Suiza
No 5. The Lanchester 38 & 40 H.P.
No 7. The Bentley 3.5 & 4.25 Litre
No 12. The Ferrari Tipo 625 &555
No 40. The Daimler Double-Sixes
No 49. The 1905 3-Cylinder Rolls-Royce
No 56. The 3 Litre Bentley
No 74. The Isotto Fraschini Tipo 8 Series
No 84. The Ferrari Tipo 340 & 375 Sports
No 91. The Rolls-Royce ‘Silver Ghost’

Rolls-Royce Ltd, Crewe

Dates in the 1960s

Profile Publications

As well as the substantial list above, Mr Justin Ryan has donated
his late father’s First Edition of The Magic of a Name by Harold
Nockolds, with his brother, Roy’s, illustrations, published by G.T.
Foulis in November 1938.
Justin Ryan’s father, Mr A.G. Ryan, worked on building
Rolls-Royce Merlin engines during the Second World War.
The illustrations here are unique to the First Edition, while
the quality of the uncut pages is superior to the 1957 reprint of the
Revised Edition of March 1950. Quite a bit had happened between
1938 and 1950, so the two books are substantially different at 225
and 283 pages respectively, the later edition having an index lacking
in the original.
Our Club has a substantial library, held in Auckland in the
Vintage Car Club’s Penrose clubrooms, with our Technical Director,
Roy Tilley, in Lower Hutt, and surrounding your editor as he sits
at his desk. Our Chairman, Don Cresswell, is bringing some of
the books south with him for the Annual General Meeting in April.
Please, do borrow these books.
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The Talbot “90” - a Worthy Competitor
by Kevin Beesley With His Photographs Except Where Noted

Kevin Beesley edits “Phoenix,” the excellent monthly Newsletter of the Waitemata Branch of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand (Inc)
and has given us permission to reprint his article from the October 2016 issue.
Here is Kevin’s Talbot on the sort of rural road which makes it (and its owner) happy.

Back in 1983 I knew diddly about Roesch Talbots. I had a general
idea they were cars of quality with sporting pretensions, and that
was about it. I don’t recall actually having seen one to that time,
but I did have a general interest in the marque Talbot, this having
been sparked by some vintage motoring I did in my late teens
together with ‘The Weta’, George Mihaljevich’s 1913 25HP boat
tailed sports, then owned by Earl Gill.
So, on learning there was a 1931 Roesch Talbot in the
Waitemata Branch, I was keen to see it. This took some time to
eventuate, however, as Alistair Robinson, who then owned the
car, had it under major refurbishment. Club night after Club night
it didn’t show up. Then, one spring Thursday evening in 1983
Alistair arrived and announced the Talbot was outside.
In those early days of the Branch we met for Club night
in the downstairs section of the Bayswater Boating Club hall, via
an external stairway down from the road on the northern face of
the building. Following Alistair’s announcement a group of us
proceeded upstairs to view the Talbot. I exited the hall onto the
landing at the bottom of the stairs and looked up to the road before
starting my ascent. There, parked alongside the kerb at the top of
the stairs, outlined and gleaming in the last rays of the setting sun,
was the most stunning vehicle I had ever seen. It wasn’t sleek or
flashy; it had an upright, straight forward and purposeful elegance
that really spoke to me. And its rounded tail was so…. different.
I was amongst those Alistair took for a spin around the
Bayswater streets. A newly rebuilt engine meant he took things
carefull,y but even so I was amazed at the manner of its going – it
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went every bit as purposeful as its appearance suggested it should,
and so quietly, smoothly and unfussed!
I never dreamed at that time I’d own it, but eight or nine
months later it was mine. Funny how things work out, aided by
passion and commitment.
What then is this car and what, exactly, is a “Roesch
Talbot”? In official speak the car in question is a 1931Talbot
AM90 Darracq Bodied (Fabric) De Luxe Sports Tourer, chassis
number 29972. ‘Roesch Talbots” are a series of Talbot cars
designed by one Georges Roesch between 1926 and 1935. Georges
was a brilliant engineer and strong minded individual with very
firm views on automotive design. To him the motor vehicle had
to be considered as a whole, a single entity end to end, and not
simply as an assembly of chassis, engine, gearbox etc, and it is this
philosophy, coupled with excellence in engineering, that imbues
all Roesch Talbots with their extraordinary capabilities, quality
and idiosyncrasies.,
To flesh out this detail and put it into context we need
step back a bit.
By the mid 1920s Talbot London’s fortunes had fallen
to a low ebb. From their heady heights before the Great War, at
which time their products were so formidable in sporting circles as
to gain the epithet “the invincible Talbot,” from being the makers
of the first vehicle to cover 100 miles in the hour, Talbot London
had largely become a facility for adapting and erecting French
Talbot designs for the UK market. Their chief designer, German
born Swiss national Georges Roesch played second fiddle to Louis
NZR-R&BC Issue 17-1

A comfortable front compartment with high quality instruments and controls; the right-hand gear change controls a four-speed gearbox
with a “silent-third” helical gear design.

Coatalen, the illustrious head of design for the entire Sunbeam
Talbot Darracq combine; it was Louis who dictated what Talbot
could and could not do.
However, things reached such a parlous state for Talbot
that around 1925 Louis, for various reasons, was more or less
compelled to give Georges a free hand to proceed with his own
design ideas in an effort to save the company. The result was the
stuff of motoring legend – the appearance in 1926 at the Olympia
Motor Show of the Talbot 14/45; a car, which, of necessity and
with great success, went straight from plans to production with
no intervening prototypes or testing, and formed the basis of a
remarkable line of motor vehicle development that extended
through to 1935 – the Roesch Talbots.
The 1,665 cc, 41 bhp 14/45 was quickly developed into
the 2,276 cc 60 bhp ‘70’ and then the 65 bhp ‘75’, (in simple
Roesch pragmatic fashion these numerical classifications, ‘70’
‘75’ etc. designated the theoretical top speed of the relevant
model) continuing on through the 2,969 cc 100 bhp ‘105’ and the
3,377 cc 120 bhp ‘110’.
The ‘90’ was something of a misfit in this series as it
wasn’t Talbot’s idea to make such a model. The ‘90’ owes its
existence to Arthur Fox, one of the principals of the motor car
dealership and engineering firm of Fox and Nichol Ltd. Having
had a good look at one, Arthur decided the 2.3 litre ‘70’ offered
potential for development into a sports-racing machine capable
of footing it in the 3 litre class. Whilst the Talbot Directors had
no intention of establishing a racing model or setting up a racing
department of their own, they recognised the publicity advantages
to be gained from racing success and were not averse to having
someone else run the racing programme for them. Even so, it was
only somewhat reluctantly that they agreed to provide Arthur with
three cars specially developed for competition purposes.
So, in early 1930 Roesch set about upping the 2.3 litre
engine carburettor and manifolding size from 36 to 42 mm,
modestly altering valve design and increasing the compression ratio
from 5.8 to, initially, 7:1 and subsequently to a then astonishing
10:1, by way of this process lifting the output from 60 bhp through
70 bhp and then to a reliable 85 bhp. The resultant vehicle was
designated the ‘90’.
The sports-racing successes enjoyed by the ‘90’ are
documented elsewhere. Suffice to say here they performed
remarkably well, as indicated by their success at Le Mans in 1930
where they took out the Indice de Performance, beating the 38/250
Mercedes, supercharged twin cam Alfa Romeo, 5 litre Stutz and
every Bentley under 6.5 litres in the process.
From the spring of 1930 through to October 1933 Talbot
produced three batches of ‘90’s for commercial sale, using the 7:1
compression ratio. First came the AO series (50 cars), then the AM
series, 117 cars, of which mine is one, then lastly the AW series,
49 cars, a total of 216 altogether.
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The factory ledgers show the car I own was erected at the
Talbot works, Barlby Road, London on 10 December 1930. It was
sent to the coachbuilder (Darracq, Acton) on 9 January 1931 from
where it returned on 24 January 1931. It was invoiced on 28 April
1931 and sold to the dealers Geo. Griffith & Co, being delivered
on 30 April 1931 and first registered on 1 May 1931 with the Kent
County Council as ‘KJ 591’.
No history is available as to my AM 90’s early life, but it
may be assumed to have been a harsh one. By 1956 it was in poor
shape, and had been left in semi derelict condition at the end of
Filtin Airfield, South Gloucestershire, where it caught the attention
of one Jerome Smithson, an electronics engineer working at that
time for the Bristol Aeroplane Company. It had a rod through
the block, accident damage to the off side rear quarter, a crack in
the gearbox and the fabric body was torn and tattered. Jerome
tracked down its owner, bought it for £22, and towed it home to
his place at Ross-on-Wye behind his mate’s V8. It says something
for Talbot quality that, despite its sad condition the Talbot brakes
were far better than those of the V8, and the Talbot did the braking
for both of them on the journey to its new home. After some
refurbishment to get it up and going, the car was registered in
Jerome’s name on 17 July 1956.
Jerome’s work of refurbishment continued over a number
of years, using parts off the bones of two other later model Talbots
(either ‘75’s or ‘90’s) he acquired from John Bland, a well-known
automobile engineer-come car dealer in Wandsworth, London
back in the 1950s. This work consisted primarily of repairing
accident damage (beating out the rear r/h guard and petrol tank,
re-wooding and covering the offside quarter of boot lid, cutting
off the remaining rear dumb iron bumper bracket), renewing
the radiator core, (the cost of which he still blanched at 30 years
on!), re-covering the fabric body and replacing the block. Various
repairs and maintenance followed with his use over time, including
a partial rewiring.
Come the early 1970s Jerome decided to emigrate to NZ,
bringing the car with him - not to keep but to sell after his arrival
in order to provide funds to help establish him and his family out
here. So, AM90 chassis number 29972 arrived in NZ in 1973, and
was first registered here on 19 July 1973 as IU6037. In keeping with his sale plan,s Jerome disposed of the car to Leonard
Hodgkinson, Bayswater, in 1974.
Leonard subsequently sold it to Alistair in mid-1976.
My appreciation of the vehicle has not waned a scrap
over 32 years of ownership since July 1984. I still take delight
in its appearance and huge pleasure in its use, pleasure that increases with tinkering and fettling from time to time. It is a car
that does everything well; provides room for four with luggage
and whisks you along all day smoothly and quietly at the speed
limit with a thousand revs in hand should you wish to give it a
further nudge.
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Your editor snapped this photograph of the Talbot at Chelsea Walsh Hill-climb in the mid-1990s

Its performance derives from the engineering characteristics it shares with all other Roesch Talbots. To start with, a very
robust 9’ 6’’ chassis double strengthened over its forward third
and bound together by the front engine mounts which wedge between and bolt through the chassis rails thus forming an extremely
rigid platform for the front axle and steering assembly. Then, a
highly efficient, high revving 2,296 cc engine with, at its core a
fully counterbalanced crankshaft running in seven main bearings
of considerable diameter – 60mm, but (for the time) uncommonly
narrow dimension for the inner mains of 28mm so keeping overall
engine length to a minimum thereby reducing weight and maximising rigidity. Spinning this shaft are light weight, short skirted,
raised crown pistons running in 69.5mm bores and sturdy connecting rods with a stroke of 100mm and big ends with a white
metal thickness of only 0.020 in, resulting in a stability and load
capacity equivalent to that of a modern shell bearing.
The camshaft runs in the block. Roesch appreciated
the benefits of overhead cams, but not the jangling engineering
complexity necessary to drive them, so he developed a valve train
system of equal efficiency without all the drama. Very light thimble type cam followers working one piece push rods no thicker
than number 8 wire across their middle, tapering down top and
bottom over their length to rounded tops and bottoms, these rods
being made by knitting needle manufacturers. Then, the piece de
resistance – rockers that operate on a wedge shaped fulcrum – being thereby virtually frictionless and doing away with the need
for a rocker shaft. The rockers bear on tulip headed valves of
34mm diameter exhaust, 36mm diameter inlet servicing bathtub
type combustion chambers with undercut ends to improve gas
flow.
I have replaced the 42mm brass bodied and very vintage looking up draught Zenith carburettor originally specified for
the ‘90s’ with a somewhat more efficient 1 ½ inch H.S. 4 SU.
To further aid the breathing I have fitted a branched
exhaust manifold in place of the original log type. Whilst
this may serve to improve performance its prime purpose is to
provide space for the fitting of twin down-draft SU’s, my next
development plan, should I ever get around to it. There is full
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flow oil filtration (now by way of modern luffed paper cartridges
of my design in place of the original fine screens) and the radiator
bolts direct to the block so there are no rubber hoses to perish. To
aid warm up from cold there is no header tank and the cooling
system is pressurised by way of a spring loaded ball valve in the
overflow pipe. Coil ignition provides the spark via a twin point
Delco Remy distributor incorporating counterweight automatic
advance and retard. The drive train includes a four speed silent
third gear box, torque tube and 4.6:1 rear axle. The ball joints
in the steering are spring loaded, (giving that delightful steering
‘feel’ often associated with Sunbeams) and operate in oil baths as
both the drag link and tie rod are oil filled, which reduces wear and
maintenance. One and a half turns of the spring-spoked steering
wheel turns the wheels lock to lock via a worm and nut oil filled
steering box. The use of ‘Silent Bloc’ bushings in the suspension
further reduces maintenance. Georges didn’t rest on his laurels
once he had completed the ‘going’ department. He developed
his own brake design and his application of a twin leading shoe
arrangement in the front provides a powerful servo-like wrapping
effect that is very impressive.
A 17 ½ gallon petrol tank, which forms part of the body
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on the ‘crocodile tail’ Darracq De Luxe Sports Tourer body fitted
to my car gives a range of between 320 and 350 miles depending
on how hard I pedal. Oil use is negligible, more being dropped out
the rear main than burned.
Idiosyncrasies? Oh yes. In keeping with Roesch’s
philosophy of the car being a complete unit you do not tamper
lightly with anything on a Talbot. Would-be modifications are
beset with any combination of not enough room, or no provision,
or unintended and unacceptable consequences on upstream and/or
downstream elements.
Being a Continental, Georges used metric threads
throughout, but fitted them with BSF heads to accommodate the
English mechanic’s tool box. As good engineering practice he
allowed very little clearance around many of these heads, meaning
you need thin walled sockets and spanners to access them.
He fitted a single unit dynamotor in place of separate
starter motor and generator and drove this dynamotor direct off
the nose of the crankshaft. This provides for utterly silent starting
but the lack of gearing means enormous forces are required to
spin the engine. Consequently, the dynamotor on my car is a truly
formidable device, the biggest Rotax made, weighing in at 33 kgs
and quite an exercise to get off and on. Plus I’ve converted to
24 volt starting so as to be sure of always being able to spin the
engine, a modification the factory adopted on models after mine,
by popular request of their customers. There is no compensation
in the braking system so each wheel must be individually set and
balanced with the others, a time consuming exercise to get right.
Not right and those powerful brakes will throw you into the ditch,
either to the left or right, the first time you apply them in earnest.
On the plus side, once right they stay that way for ages and do not
require constant fiddling. I could go on…

(Above) Light rockers on frictionless knife edged pivots.
Knitting needle push-rod just visible to the right behind no 2.
(Below) Again, neat design features everywhere.

(Below) 2009. Te Arai Point. What’s not to love?
For now, though, I think I’ll just nip out to the garage and take a
quick peek at my Talbot AM90. It is, for me, a unique and rather
special motor car.
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Hugh Leach, OBE

This image of Hugh Leach in his garden at Peckham Rye
appeared with his Obituary in “The Daily Telegraph.”
He was photographed by Anna Katz.

Ian Coomber is a Friend of the Club, living in the evocatively
named village of Hinton St George in Somerset, England. One of
his neighbours was Hugh Leach, who died in November 2015, and
Ian has been given one of his photograph albums, some images
from which are included in this article.
A Google search of Hugh Leach will bring up some
interesting articles, ranging from appreciations appearing inHere,
Hugh Leach seems to be inviting the observer to stop for a chat.

local newspapers in London and Somerset, through articles in The
Spectator and the Journal Asian Affairs, to obituaries in The Daily
Telegraph and The Times.
Born in Abingdon in 1934, he had been called “the
last of a dying breed, the great British Eccentric,” and such
diverse pigeon-holes as Arabist, Soldier, Diplomat, Explorer,
Photographer, Enthusiast for Vintage cars and early Land Rovers,
Researcher into early Christianity, Circus Owner, and probably
Operative for MI6, would be required to do him justice.
His school days were at Abingdon School, and he
retained links with the school throughout his life. In the earliest
membership list of the Vintage Sports Car Club available to our
Research Department, December 1962, he was still based at
Abingdon, and after he retired he maintained a house at Choumert
Square, a small oasis of garden in Peckham Rye, south London, as
well as his apartment in Somerset. He liked to get to know people
by living among them. In Hinton St George he never locked his
door, ascribing his habit to Arab tradition. In Peckham Rye he
would visit the market and the mosque to chat with local people.
He led many expeditions to the Himalayas, including expeditions
of young people from the Royal Society for Asian Affairs Society
and Abingdon School. These expeditions of course involved early
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Here, Hugh Leach seems to be inviting the observer to stop for a
chat.

rising to the sound of Reveille on his bugle.
He attended Sandhurst Military Academy, and from there
was commissioned into the Royal Tank Regiment in 1955. His
was the first tank ashore during the British incursion to Egypt
known as “The Suez Crisis.” He discovered a love of the Middle
East, and immersed himself in studies of the culture there, and of
the Arabic language. After retiring from the Army in 1967 he
joined the Foreign Office, and was loosely attached to it for the
rest of his career. This gave him the freedom to participate in
expeditions with Dame Freya Stark (1893 – 1993), providing the
photographs for the book they wrote together, but never finished,
Seen in the Yemen, which was turned down by the publisher John
Murray because of cost. Thirty-five years later, Leach wrote Seen
in the Yemen - Travelling with Freya Stark and Others (Arabian
Publishing, London 2011). He knew Wilfred Thesiger (1910 –
2003) well enough to chide him for replacing his Leica screw-lens
camera from the 1930s for the more convenient bayonet fitting.
Generally, he used drama to enliven the talks he gave to
colleagues, or church congregations. On one occasion, while still
in the army, he invited some fellow officers to travel with him in
his Land Rover from their base at Catterick to Newcastle to see a
play. On the way back on the A1 he pulled into a lay-by, laid out
a carpet and proceeded to serve little cups of Arab coffee to his
companions.
In an interview for his local Peckham Rye paper, he
mentioned the circumstances of his staying in the Middle East,
rather than proceeding to Germany with the rest of his regiment
after the Suez action was over. “I filled in the form, but I had to
declare that I failed my French oral exam at school. I was the only
boy in the history of my school who managed that. My superiors
were a bit worried about this, so they said I had better go and see
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Hugh Leach in his Vauxhall 14/40 Princeton Tourer

Major Sharp, who was the assistant military attaché in Tripoli. The journey was about 70 miles and life was a little tricky at the time
because the Libyans were turning a bit nasty. Our jeeps were open and they put pieces of wire across the road to try and cut off our
heads. When I arrived in Tripoli, Major Sharp said, ‘My boy, I normally go for a ride in the afternoon. Do you like riding?’ We went for
a ride, came back and had tea. Eventually I said, ‘Excuse me sir, but I’ve got to get back.’ He said, ‘Just remind me why you came?’ I
said, ‘Well sir, you’re meant to be seeing if I would be good at Arabic.’ He said, ‘You ride a horse well – where’s the form?’ The army
is a wonderful organisation, I can tell you.”
“After that I became a desert intelligence officer in Masirah, Oman, which were some of the best years of my life. I lived with the
Bedouin tribes there and they didn’t know any English at all, so unless I could say, ‘Excuse me, I’d love a cup of tea’ in Arabic, I wasn’t going to
get very far. My Arabic is still pretty good and something I love about Peckham is the mosque on Choumert Grove. I’ll often go down there
for a chat. When I’m on a train, everyone else will have The Times, and I’ll be reading an Arabic newspaper. I get some quite amusing looks.
During his time as a diplomat in Yemen, he discovered a Jewish community living in seclusion there, the origins perhaps dating
back to the time of the Queen of Sheba.
He was decorated MBE (Military) in 1961, and OBE in 1976. In 1998 he was awarded the Royal Society for Asian Affairs’s
Lawrence of Arabia Medal “in recognition of his work of outstanding merit in exploration and research, both in Arab countries and the
North-Western part of the sub-continental countries.”
One of his many friends described him as, “He was a warm, affable, intensely well informed, sprightly, mischievous sort of
chap, with history at his fingertips and a twinkle in his eye.”
As an example of his sense of humour, in a lecture to the Royal Society for Asian Affairs on 3 January 1991 entitled “From
the Upper Indus to the Sutlej” he recorded that, “Shortly after daybreak on my birthday I had heard the strident note of the Himalayan
cuckoo, and was moved to write to The Times asking whether this was a record so early on one’s quinquagenary. Following local
tradition I used as paper the bark of the bhojpatra tree, a birch, betula utilis, which is common on the tree line around 12,000 ft. My
letter would have been carried by local mail runners who ply between the villages, making the outward journey one day and the return
the next … I have not been able to ascertain whether the letter was delivered.”
He said, “I’m yet to marry, and I live in hope, or fear – fear, I’m told, by all my friends who are married. Before I moved to
Peckham I put an advertisement in The Lady magazine that said, ‘Retired former army officer seeks temporary accommodation,’ I got
three replies, not offering a house, but asking for my hand in marriage.” He referred to his cottage in Choumert Square and his Humber
“Edwina” as the only wives he could countenance.
As a student of T.E. Lawrence’s relationship with Arab tribesmen, and how it affected the strategies used during his campaigns
during the First World War, he traced parts of a locomotive, and bits of the Hejaz railway track, blown up by Lawrence during the Arab
Revolt against the Ottoman Turks, and auctioned some in aid of the church at Hinton St George. When the village had something to
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celebrate Mr Leach, and his bugle, were on hand, as when a parade
marked the refurbishment of the village shop.
He owned a 14/40 Vauxhall Princeton tourer, a Norton
motorcycle, and a 1926 Humber 9/20 tourer he called “Edwina.”
“Martha,” his Series IIA Land Rover, had a quarter of a million
miles on the clock, and Ian Coomber suggested that he enter the
company’s “In Search of a Legend” competition, on its 1998
50th anniversary of the make. “Martha” won, and a new V8 Land
Rover was the prize, promptly returned to the local dealer for cash.
“’Martha’ was always by my side through wars, insurrections,
coups and rioting mobs,” he said. “She’s been bugged, shot at
and even helped rescue royalty and politicians.” He was fairly
handy mechanically, and serviced his vehicles himself, but, to the
irritation of friends, Hugh Leach never moved into the information
technology age. He wrote, “I’ll be going to the grave in not very
long, and I hope I never know the difference between a computer
and a commuter, a blog and a frog, an iPod and a tripod, a

Hugh Leach in Somerset with his Leica, a bicycle, and “Martha”
his Land Rover

Hugh Leach photographed R Type Continental, chassis BC45C, first registered to H. Bentley in April 1954

Blackberry and a gooseberry, and a Kindle and a spindle. I was
in the army for many years and spent a lot of my career in the
Middle East. I was the first tank ashore at Port Said during the
Suez Crisis in 1956, and I rather naughtily took some photographs
as we landed. I’ve just presented a huge scrapbook of the pictures
to the Tank Museum at Bovington.”
Along with the romanticism, he retained a boyish streak.
He would not close his eyes at night without reading a chapter or
two of the “Just William” stories by Richmal Crompton. He had
a great love of the circus, and in 1972 he took a part-share in a
circus called the Circus Americano. Wherever he went, so did
his bugle. In 1973 he played the Last Post and Reveille at all of
the British, German and Italian memorials at El Alamein when
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the Egyptian Army could not provide the buglers for the annual
commemoration.
He joined the Royal Society for Asian Affairs in 1962,
became a Member of Council in 1983, then Society Historian, and
between 1980 and 2009 he wrote 14 articles for Asian Affairs, as
well as giving the Society many books and maps.
Towards the end of his government service he had the
task of researching contemporary trends in Islam, and he noted
the increasing radicalisation of intelligent young Muslims. In
a lecture to the Royal Society for Asian Affairs in June 1989 he
warned that the rise of Islamism among Muslim emigrants to
Europe might lead to racial problems.
An extraordinary man.
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More Photographs Taken by Hugh Leach with his Leica M6

Another view of R Type Bentley Continental by H.J. Mulliner, chassis BC45C

3 litre Speed Model Bentley, chassis AX1664, Coupé body by Gurney Nutting, registered in June 1927 to Miss Audrey Kidston
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One of the five “Team” 4½ litre Supercharged Bentleys, chassis HR3977 built for Sir Henry Birkin, Bart, and financed by the Hon.
Dorothy Paget.
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An unidentified 3 litre Bentley, probably photographed at Silverstone in the early 1960s era of duffle coats
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News
Monty Claxton writes: The attached picture is of my current 20/25 project, chassis
GRW54. You may recall that a heap of “trinkets” had been flogged off it over the years.
We attended the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club Rally at Burghley House last year, and I
was a VERY GOOD customer of the guys there who wreck old Rolls-Royces and sell on
the parts.
Don Cresswell has recently bought this 1937 25/30 Rolls-Royce Saloon by Freestone
& Webb, chassis GRO55, from our advertisers, The Real Car Company Ltd in Wales.
Their advertisement stressed the low mileage of 66,000, and the lovely originality of this
stylish car, and we look forward to meeting this new immigrant.
Glynn Williams has worshipped the Bentley Continental ever since they were new, and
took a shopping trip to Britain last year. He found this S3 H.J. Mulliner Flying Spur,
and, with the help of our advertisers Colin Gray at Colgray Motors, and Bruce McIlroy
at Bruce McIlroy Ltd, the car has now complied with the local regulations. Again, this
car has covered only 50,000 miles from its youth in the Channel Islands. A Harvey
Bailey Handling Kit has been fitted, again by Colin, and Glynn is delighted with the
transformation from luxury saloon to sporting carriage.
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Call now for
a free quote
Ph 06 345 3145
info@haprint.com
www.haprint.com

Smart, Quick & Friendly
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DAWN
A striking, seductive encounter

The new Dawn has arrived - a Rolls-Royce like no other.
A striking true four seater, it captures the exhilaration of
open-top driving with an interior crafted in anticipation
of unforgettable moments between friends.
Anything is possible. Contact us to start your journey.

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Auckland, 11 Great South Road, PO Box 9718, Newmarket, Auckland.
Contact Ruwan Siriwardena +64 21 952 064 | Telephone +64 9 968 7808
Ruwan.Siriwardena@rrmc-auckland.co.nz | www.rolls-roycemotorcars-auckland.co.nz
© Copyright Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Limited 2013. The Rolls-Royce name and logo are registered trademarks.

Club Calendar
Please note that Registration Forms for the Club’s Annual General Meeting, 22 to 25 April 2017, are included with this
Magazine. The Registration Form for the 10th Anniversary First Light Tour, starting 1 November 2017, organised by the
Northern Region, will be included with Magazine 17-2.
NORTHERN REGION

Sunday 5 February: MOTAT Galaxy of Cars, Western Springs
Sunday 12 February: Ellerslie Intermarque Concours
Sunday 5 March: Brit & Euro Display, Lloyd Elsmore Park, Howick
CENTRAL REGION

THE REAL CAR COMPANY

Sunday 12 February: British Car Day at Trentham Memorial
in Upper Hutt 10.00am - 3.00pm. $5.00 per car admission and
NorthPark
Wales
all proceeds to Wellington
Free Ambulance.
Specialists
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motorcars, 1920 to 1970s.
Thursday 15 toAround
Sunday 19
Artin
Deco
Festival
in Napier.
This
year the featured
marques
Bentley and Lagonda, with
30February:
to 40 cars
stock,
ranging
from
restoration
projects
toare
concours.
many rare and interesting
overseas
expected
attend.
Wecars
arefrom
always
looking
totobuy
similar vehicles, especially pre 1950.
http://www.artdeconapier.com/events/Tremains+Art+Deco+Festival+2017.html
Highly experienced in the Ocean Shipping of these important cars.

Web:
www.realcar.co.uk Phone: 0044 1248 602649
Please contact Bernie Snalam for further information.
Sunday 29 January 2017: Annual Homestead
Run, thisbernie.s@btinternet.com
time to Racecourse Hill Homestead, near Sheffield, organised by Martin
e-mail:
Vincent.
SOUTHERN REGION

COLGRAY
COLGRAYMOTORS
MOTORS
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RollsRoyce
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ROLLS-ROYCE
and BENTLEY

in the LAND OF THE SILVER FERN

ROY TILLEY and KEN WHITE
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Over 100 years ago, the Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost was named
‘the best car in the world’...

The names of Rolls-Royce and Bentley have
always conjured up images of the best things in
life, particularly in the British Commonwealth
and Empire as it used to be. And of course
the further one moved away to the outposts
of the Empire, the greater was the esteem in
which these names were held. So here in New
Zealand, the cars bearing these names have
always been the subjects of varying degrees of
interest and admiration from general public
and motoring enthusiasts alike.

Since then close to 1000 Rolls-Royces and their Bentley counterparts have come to New
Zealand, and some 700 of these cars are either pictured or at least listed in this book.
Additionally, Rolls-Royce aero-engines have contributed to New Zealand’s
commercial and military progress and they are also included.

The construction and performance standards
set by Frederick Henry Royce and Walter
Owen Bentley have long fascinated all and
sundry, the cars having a following and
attendant desire for ownership unlike most
other marques. Consequently, enthusiastic
owners of the older models frequently want
to know what has happened to their cars in
the past, and who their predecessors have
been. This book is therefore aimed at these
enthusiastic owners as well as at the student
of transport or social history.

Enthusiasts’ edition (soft cover) $235
Standard hard bound edition $480
Deluxe edition (hard bound, leatherette covered with slip case)
$625 including gst and freight within NZ.

It covers cars built before 1980 and events of
importance to the Rolls-Royce and Bentley
enthusiast up to the end of 2003 when RollsRoyce Motor Cars Ltd was sold to BMW and
Volkswagen. And because Rolls-Royce, and
to a lesser extent, Bentley, have built a wide
range of world-leading aero-engines for
nearly as long as they have been building cars,
those of these engines that have been used
in New Zealand are included herein also,
together with the small number of engines
with commercial and military applications.

For more information, please call me:
Call me any time
am to Technical
11.00 pmLiaison Officer),
Royfrom
Tilley7.00
(NZRR&BC
CallTilley
me any
time fromTechnical
7.00 am to
11.00 Officer)
pm
Roy
(NZRR&BC
Liaison
ROY TILLEY and KEN WHITE
phone 04.566.0850
or 027.566.0850
email rmt@xtra.co.nz
Roy Tilley
Technical
Liaison
Officer)
204A Waiwhetu Rd, Lower
Hutt. (NZRR&BC
Ph 04.566.0850.
E-mail
rmt@xtra.co.nz
www.royscars.co.nz
204A
Waiwhetu
Road,
Lower
Hutt,www.royscars.co.nz
5011
204A Waiwhetu Rd, Lower Hutt. Ph 04.566.0850. E-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz
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Front cover:

1965 Rolls-Royce Phantom V c/n 5VD53, with
James Young coachwork, and 1925 Bentley 3 litre
c/n 996 with H J Mulliner coachwork. Thanks to
John King and Richard Balcombe-Langridge.

Told you I had a cure for jet lag.
The new Continental GT.

View our striking new model range at Auckland.BentleyMotors.com or call +64 9 360 3200.
Model fuel consumption* – EU Drive Cycle in mpg (l/100 km): Urban 13.0 mpg 21.7 litres /100 km;
Extra Urban 28.5 mpg 9.9 litres /100 km; Combined 19.8 (14.3). CO2 Emissions 333g/km
*Fuel consumption figures subject to Type Approval. The name ‘Bentley’ and the ‘B’ in wings device
are registered trademarks. © 2016 Bentley Motors Limited. Model shown: Continental GT Convertible.

BENTLEY AUCKLAND

Bruce McIlroy Ad
Half Page

MAJESTIC MOTORS LTD

R.M.V.T

MAJESTIC
MOTORS
LTD
www.majesticmotors.co.nz
ian@majesticmotors.co.nz

R.M.V.T

341 Queen Street Masterton

www.majesticmotors.co.nz
06 37 0 4614 email:
0274ian@majesticmotors.co.nz
7 52 713

Tr a d e i n a n d c o m pe t i t iv e fi n anc e av ai l abl e . W e h av e t o p q u al i t y v e hi c l es fr o m l ux ur y dow n w ar ds .

341 Queen Street, Masterton

Ph 06 370 4614

A/Hrs 0274 752 713

Fax 06 370 8300
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2004 Rolls Royce Phantom, 6
Speed Auto, 6750cc V12, foot
Bentley Turbo
R doors,
rests,1990
umbrella’s
in rear
Performance
& Prestige
Height
adjustment,
parking
at an affordable price
control
system, remote close on
rear doors, flying lady
disappears on locking car &
much more.

1980
Rolls-Royce Corniche
Convertible
1980
Rolls-Royce Corniche
Convertible

1998 Bentley Azure
Convertible, The best
open top motorcar
1968
Rolls Royce Silver Shadow
Very Tidy Car

To Arrive
1993 Bentley Brooklands Floor shift.
2004 Rolls Royce Phantom, 6 Speed Auto
1990 Rolls Royce Silver Spur II in Silver.
6750 V12, DVD, foot rests, umbrellas in rear
doors, height adjustment, parking control
1983 Rolls Royce Silver Spirit.
system, remote close on rear doors, flying lady
disappears on looking car & much more.
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1990 Rolls Royce Silver Spur II
6750cc V8, with 3 Speed auto and
cream leather Interior, Picnic
Tables, extra leg room, being 4”
Bentley
Arnage Spirit.
Le Mans
longer2001
than
the Silver

Limited edition model with all the very nice
special features including NZ Sat Navigation

2011 Bentley Mulsanne,
As new condition. Only
1998
9000 kms
travelled.
Bentley Azure
Convertible, the
best open top
motorcar

Other Rolls Royce &
Bentley’s to Arrive
1990 Silver Spur II
1985
Silver Spirit
1968
Rolls-Royce
Silver
1970 Silver
Shadow
Shadow

Very Tidy Car. Also. 1973
Dismantling:
Rolls-Royce
Silver Shadow

1989 Bentley 8 injected
NZ new (frontal damage)
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