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(Cover) Derby cars at rest at the morning stop,
O’Kains Bay, Banks Peninsula, during the
road section of the Annual General Meeting
weekend, 26 April. From left Phantom III
3DL22, Silver Ghost 60ZG
and 3½ litre B87BL.
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Deadline for receipt of all material for
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Membership

MEMBERSHIP of the New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club Inc is open to anyone with an interest in these two distinguished
marques, whether or not they are the owner of a Rolls-Royce or Bentley. Your Membership SUBSCRIPTION includes the Club
Magazine (6 issues annually), the right to attend all Club events and activities, and to partake in Club management.
FEES:
Registration Fee
$ 10.00 (once only)
Membership Fee
$115.00 (annual, reduced to $100 for prompt payment)
Family membership
$ 5.00 (annual)
CONTACT Membership Registrar NZ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club, Inc
Clive Edmonds, 156 Hill Road, RD2, Napier 4182 Phone: (06) 336 6644 Email:
clivedmonds@yahoo.com or www.nzrrbc.co.nz , then APPLICATION FORM

Chassis Records
The Company’s Construction Records, which accompanied every Rolls-Royce and Bentley chassis (since 1931) through
its production at Derby or Crewe, are a valuable resource for subsequent owners. They detail the original order, any special
equipment, and the results of tests and inspections prior to dispatch. The records for all cars over 10 years old are held by
the RREC in the UK, and copies are available to members of that Club. The number of pages for early cars may be up to 20
or more. Records for a Silver Shadow can amount to even more pages and cost around $NZ150.To obtain a copy of your
car’s records, contact the Club’s Post WW2 Technical Liaison Ofﬁcer, Roy Tilley, on 04 566 0850 E-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz

Advertising

Classiﬁed advertisements pertaining to Rolls-Royce and Bentley are free to Financial Members who do not deal regularly in
Rolls-Royce or Bentley cars or services. All classiﬁed advertisements must be submitted to the Editor, Tom King, Phone 03
3398 309, e-mail the.king@xtra.co.nz 191 Sparks Road, Christchurch 8025. Commercial advertisements will be the subject
to a charge to the advertiser. Colour advertisements are charged at $220 per half page and $300 for full page, payable to the
NZRR&BC Inc.

Mainland Comment
The magazine has ticked along quite happily during this past year, and I would like to
record my gratitude to our advertisers, contributors, readers, and supporters, both here
and overseas. Without you, the magazine would wither. Because of our advertisers’
support, our Treasurer has given his approval for the expansion of the magazine to 32
pages when there is enough material to justify it.
During Anzac Weekend, 25 to 27 April, the Club held its Annual General
Meeting at Akaroa. It was well attended by members and their cars, from as far apart as
Whangarei and Clinton. The same executive team has stood for the next year, with the
exception of the Events Coordinator, where Don Cresswell has taken over from Vicki
Newbegin. Thanks to Vicki, and all the other ofﬁce-holders, who have been a great
support to the editor.

Current and past Chairmen of the New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club (Inc)
From left Rob Carthew (2012 to date); Dr Henry Green (2000-2); Michael Midgley
(2010-2); Richard Hadﬁeld (2008-10); Roger Lloyd (1972-80). Your editor was so
excited at lining up these ﬁve gentlemen that he failed to appreciate that a sixth Past
Chairman was present too; Roy Tilley (1996-9) is visible over Rob’s right shoulder, and
humble apologies are extended to him.
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Two of Glynn Williams’s photographs from the early ‘70s; this is the ex-Birkin Team Supercharged Bentley 4½ litre, chassis HB3402 at
VSCC Silverstone, with “Rusty” Russ-Turner and his wife in attendance.

Club Members’ Advertisements
FOR SALE:
Alloy 4-door open
tourer body, mid1920s by Maddox,
England. Sell for
less than cost of new
woodwork. Alan
Bryce (03) 215 6383
alanfbryce@hotmail.
com

FOR SALE: 1969
SILVER SHADOW
with “lucky”
personalised plate
RR6886 - RR for
the make, 6886
for the 6,886th
Silver Shadow
off the production
line. NZ new, for a
Christchurch buyer in
1969. Very original
- original carpets still
in great order (covered with a replaceable upper layer), feeler
gauges still in original tissue paper. Car was originally all silver
but the roof was redone in black by the previous owner about 20
years ago, stripped down for a full repaint at the time. Michelin
thin white stripe walls. Sundry spares and accessories - lamps, oil
ﬁlter, grease gun attachment, copies of workshop manuals, etc.
Towbar provided but not ﬁtted (has not been on car under current
ownership).
87,000 miles on the clock. Current owners 7½ years, selling
for the usual reason - too many cars, and two other “toys”
currently under restoration. Asking $30,000 with new WoF and
registration (effective Sep 2013). Phone (04) 528-3281,
e-mail martin_purdy@ihug.co.nz
FOR SALE: 2008
BENTLEY SPEED
GT, MULLINER
SPECIFICATIONS
20,000 kms, as new
condition, always
serviced by Bentley
$175,000.
Ray White, phone
027 488 6186
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WANTED PRE-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE: prefer Sedancalette or
Sedanca de Ville, but all options considered.
‘Phone 03 5440191 or email rlusby@xtra.co.nz

FOR SALE: 1951
BENTLEY MARK
VI Chassis B8KM.
New Zealand new,
in original condition
with only 108,800
miles. Purchased by
me from the South
Island in 1979, repainted the next
year in black over
porcelain white. This is a reluctant sale, but at my age of 87 it
has to be! Roger T. Lloyd (04) 477 2527
FOR SALE: 1976
ROLLS-ROYCE
SILVER SHADOW
Registration PL5118
on hold. Chassis
SRH23728. 99,186
miles. Petrol V8
automatic, column
shift, has removable
tow bar. $20,000
o.n.o. Mrs Jean London, Motuoapa Bay, R.D. 2 Turangi 3382.
Phone (07) 386 8537
FOR SALE: 1996 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPUR Finished
in rosewood with
light tan upholstery,
light brown carpets
with sheepskin overmats, dark brown burr
walnut woodwork.
Imported to NZ
in 2003 at 33,338
kilometres, purchased
by me January 2004 and now 65,000 km. This has the 6.75 litre
V8 engine with light pressure turbo. Always serviced by Colgray
Motors; a pampered car in as new condition, always garaged, it
comes with car cover and all original items including tool kit,
two hand-books, sales and accessories books and sales photos.
Winner of Best Rolls-Royce at Club Concours d’Elegance last
year. Selling to reduce my ﬂeet to manageable size. Enquiries to
Winsbury White (09) 424 7554 or 021 770 714
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Annual General Meeting, Akaroa, 25 to 27 April 2014

Michael Midgley showing us how wide the views will be during our Banks Peninsula run on Saturday.

“Might I venture to suggest that it is a triﬂe late in the season for
aquatic disportment?” Those words were spoken by Dennis Price
(as Jeeves) to Ian Carmichael (as Bertie Wooster) as a fully clothed
Bertie emerged, dripping, from an ill-advised fall in a pond, in
the BBC television series “The World of Wooster.” Corporate
stupidity erased the videotapes, but Jeeves’s admonition often
comes to mind as the southern winter approaches. Memories of
cold and clammy dawn services on Anzac Day meant that the
organisers of our Annual General Meeting approached Anzac
Weekend with some trepidation about the weather at Akaroa,
particularly since the harbour handily faces right into a southerly. Much of the South Island had a disappointing summer,
and once Daylight Saving ﬁnishes winter seems to strike immediately. There had been bad ﬂoods affecting Banks Peninsula,
and at Easter just a week earlier than “our” weekend 225 millimetres of rain fell at Akaroa. That is about one third of the annual rainfall, and it cut off the town and most of the Peninsula.
Club members started gathering at Akaroa and
Christchurch on the Thursday, some with their own or rental cars,
some with a car borrowed from a generous local member and others with vacant seats in local cars.
Don and Carol Cresswell had undertaken a 3-month tour of the
country in their camper van, with a well-found covered trailer containing their 20 h.p. roadster, chassis GA69. Unfortunately the
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(Above) Rolls-Royce Twenty owners Geoff Edwards (GTM28),
Don Cresswell (GA69) and Philip Eilenberg (GEN39) meeting with
GTM28
(Below) Andrew and Bruce McIlroy with David Merryweather
ready to proceed from Hilltop in 60ZG.
(Below left) At Hilltop we were joined by Southern Region members Geoff Walls in the Bugatti Type 35B; Martin and Angela
Vincent in the R Type B522TN; Gavin, Annabelle and Hamish
Bain in the 3 litre chassis 728; and John Bain in something else.
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Every time we tried to count the cars present we came up with another total, but there were “about” twenty cars, fairly evenly divided
between Rolls-Royce and Bentley, built at Derby, Cricklewood and Crewe, between 1922 and 2006.

engine misbehaved, so Don and his circle of engineer cronies in
Thames have the task of ﬁxing the problem.
The plan was to all meet at the Grand Hotel in Akaroa
for our Annual General Meeting at 6 p.m. With 55 members attending the weekend’s activities, there were many possibilities
for disruption to plans, and the 70 kilometre detour caused by
a logging truck mishap between Taupo and Rotorua meant that
Rob and Michelle Carthew’s travel had to be re-arranged through
Auckland. Dick and Naomi Neill from Gisborne were the last to
arrive in Christchurch at about 2 p.m., and their Air New Zealand

pilot gave the news that a southerly was due at 5 o’clock. His
timing was perhaps 5 minutes astray as a text-book southerly front
whistled up Akaroa Harbour. Because of Akaroa’s strung-out
geography, passengers and their baggage not necessarily travelling together, and the lack of a list showing where we were all
staying, the AGM started a few minutes late. Perhaps because
we were already seated comfortably in impromptu groups at our
dinner tables, enjoying the contents of the Grand’s extensive cellar, the meeting was soon over, to the approval of all, and we
queued for our buffet dinner, which turned out to be excellent.

Anne Hutchison took this photograph from B87BL while following 60ZG
NZR-R&BC Issue 14-3
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Ray and Shirley Scampton, together with their friends Don and Betty Lyons, drove this beautiful midnight blue Silver Cloud III, chassis
SKP249, from Whangarei, and well deserved the Best Rolls-Royce Award.

John Ferguson bought 3DL22, a Thrupp & Maberly Touring Limousine Phantom III, as a project many years ago when in Britain. After
a restoration which took 17 years, this wonderful car won the Sir Walter Norwood Trophy this year. John’s article, a sort of “the story so
far” appeared in our magazine many years ago, and we will update this in a future issue. Incidentally, 3DL22 climbed every hill in top
gear during the AGM Weekend, with a change down into third when baulked by a more modern vehicle .
6
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Rodney Hutchison photographed 3½ litre Park Ward Saloon, chassis B87BL, at Duvauchelle. Are there any cars prettier than these
early saloons, unencumbered as they are by concessions such as front bumpers. B87BL won the Best Bentley Award.

The southerly from Friday evening had disappeared by
Saturday morning. We met at the Boat Ramp near the Grand Hotel,
and after Michael Midgley’s brieﬁng spare copies of the Guff Sheet
which had been issued to weekend attendees, we were turned
loose with Michael’s admonitions against following each other too
closely or generally getting in other people’s way. A cloudless sky
enhanced the views of the Peninsula and its many isolated bays.

Lunch at Hilltop Tavern was a drawn out event, but the weather
was good enough to enjoy outside, where there were those amazing views over Akaroa Harbour, and the odd nice car to look at.
With luck there was time for a cup of tea and a liedown before we gathered at The Trading Rooms for our evening
meal and prize-giving. Glynn Williams had organised his team
of Concours judges to judge the cars whenever the opportunities

Malcolm Graham couldn’t attend the weekend’s activities, but he loaned his precious Arnage T, chassis 2CH08477, to Northern Region
members Winsbury and Gay White, and Bob and Alison Coughlan.
NZR-R&BC Issue 14-3
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Anne Hutchison wonders what caption we can produce for her image of Philip Eilenberg, Rodney Hutchison, Dick Neill, Don Cresswell
and Ramon Farmer as they survey 4¼ litre Bentley, B175KU.

came, and they agreed unanimously that:
The Sir Walter Norwood Trophy for best car overall
went to 3DL22, the Phantom III which John Ferguson has restored
impeccably from the project “not for the faint-hearted” which John
had seen advertised in the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club Advertiser
when he and his family were on their O.E. in Scotland, and on its
ﬁrst appearance at our National Rally it was a most appropriate
winner. Some years ago John wrote a sort of “the story so far”
about the car, and we will update that report in a later magazine.
The Best Rolls-Royce Award, originally donated by
Malcolm Graham, went to Silver Cloud III SKP249, which Ray
Scampton and his enthusiastic crew had driven from Whangarei
without apparently striking even an insect.
The Best Bentley Award went to B87BL, the 1934 3½
litre Park Ward saloon which Rodney Hutchison has recently imported from Germany. It is a beautiful car, and its tax disc indicates that the £26 spent would not expire until 31 December 1934.
The Ken White Memorial Trophy went to our Treasurer,
Philip Eilenberg, who has guided us to the kind of modest surplus
which should be everybody’s goal.
The Centennial Trophy went to Glynn Williams, Past
Chairman of the Northern Region, for his efforts, which have revitalised that region.
It was obvious during our Saturday drive that a great deal
of work on the damage to roads and trees had been undertaken in
the week since the storm, but the damage to Nancy Titchborne’s
garden, gallery and studio at French Farm was too severe for our
planned visit on Sunday morning. They had sold their property,
and had looked forward to welcoming us as their last group to
visit; your reporter visited there with another club some years
ago, and Nancy’s and Bryan’s work on the property, together with
Nancy’s skill as a water-colourist, made it a memorable event.
French Farm Vineyard and Restaurant were about to close
for the season, and the manager was acting chef, so had asked us
to pre-order. That didn’t quite work out any better than the usual
cat-herding exercise, and there was the odd disappointment. The
8

glass of French Farm wine which was supposed to be part of the
deal was slow to arrive too, but when it did it was of generous proportions, and very pleasant. The setting on such a perfect day was
ideal, and there was room for most of our cars. The Titchbornes’
lawn, just across the road from French Farm Vineyard and
Restaurant, would have made the ideal parking area, had it been
above water, and unadorned by Rental Ricies, but ‘twas not to be.
So everybody scampered off home or to the airport, as
Canterbury prepared for the next deluge, which arrived the next
day. Sigh.
Many thanks to all who attended, expressed support, and
conveyed apologies. A club is made up of people, and it always delights me to have it conﬁrmed what a nice bunch of people you are.
The 2015 Annual General Meeting will be held in Napier,
also at Anzac Weekend, and it will have an Art Deco theme. All
you enthusiasts for such events have a year to accumulate appropriate clobber. Since Napier’s architecture is a legacy of the rebuilding after the 1931 earchquake, one must wonder if in 80 years
there will be nostalgic commemorations of the tilt-slab concrete
with which Christchurch is being afﬂicted.

Peter Morelli won the Best Bentley Award in 2013 for 8 litre,
chassis YX5114, and passes it to Rodney Hutchison for B87BL.
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Company News - Images From Bentley Motors
In 2013 one in every four luxury cars delivered to customers worldwide was a Bentley. 2013 was Bentley’s record year
in the company’s 95-year history. Global customer deliveries grew by 19% over 2012 to 10,120 cars, 19% more than in
2012. The Americas remained Bentley’s largest sales region,
with 3,140 cars delivered. China continued its position as the
second biggest market with 2,191 cars, while in Europe, deliveries reached 1,480 cars. Sales in Bentley’s home market, Great
Britain, were 1,381 and in the Middle East, Bentley delivered
1,185 cars. By the end of 2013 Bentley had nearly 200 dealerships in 54 countries. Bentley delivered 10,120 vehicles, 19 percent more than in 2012. Sales revenue grew by 15.5% €1.68 billion, and proﬁt rose by 66.9% to €167.7 million. In the ﬁrst quarter of 2014, Bentley boosted deliveries by a further 17 percent.
On 19 March Bentley Motors released the ﬁrst picture of the Bentley Sports Utility Vehicle, due to go on sale in

Bentley’s hybrid system will offer a power increase
of up to 25% together with a 70% reduction in CO2 emissions, and will also be capable of driving at least 50 km on
electric power alone, allowing for emissions-free city driving with the option of enhanced performance on the open road.
The company anticipates a minimum annual sales volume of 3000 SUVs, and has received more than 2,000 pre-orders. They will be built at Bentley’s plant in Crewe, where
the brand will also begin building all W12 engines across the
whole VW Group at the end of this year. Previously, engines
for VW and Audi were built in Germany, and Bentley envisions W12 production in Crewe increasing from around 5,000
engines today to 9,000 engines by around 2017. As a result of
the announcement, Bentley will create 100 new jobs in Crewe.

The slightly grainy ﬁrst image of the Bentley Sports Utility Vehicle

(Above) “Old No 1” on Parade at Le Mans 1930 after winning
the race; Commander Glen Kidston and Captain Woolf Barnato
aboard.
(Below) Glen Kidston crossing the ﬁnishing line, Le Mans 1930

2016. Dr Wolfgang Schreiber, Chairman and Chief Executive
of Bentley Motors, commented on 9 April: “There is no doubt
that plug-in hybrid technology is true to Bentley’s values of outstanding luxury and effortless performance. Combining our renowned engines with electric power reinforces and enhances both
principles, and so we will gradually introduce this power-train
across our model range. By the end of the decade, at least 90%
of our production will be available as a plug-in hybrid. We are
proud to be pioneering these developments in the luxury sector.”

The new Bentley Hybrid Concept car
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Bentley Motors competed in Mille Miglia 2014 from
15 to 18 May with two of the company’s famous 4 ½ Litre supercharged ‘Blowers’ taking on the 1,700 km route. The 1930
Le Mans ‘Team Car’ once owned by Sir Henry ‘Tim’ Birkin, will
be joined by a former company demonstrator Blower with its
original Vanden Plas Open, Sports Four Seater body for this event.
To celebrate the start of Mille Miglia 2014, the Bentley
team met with customers and friends from the Bentley Drivers Club
in the city of Brescia on the afternoon before the race. This gathering of Bentley owners, who travelled from Australia, Hong Kong,
South Africa, the United States as well as Britain, joined the
“Blowers,” with their own cars to create this Bentley line-up in Italy.
Bentley Motors will be at the 2014 Goodwood Festival of
Speed, which will be held 26 to 29 June, with their latest Continental
GT3 racing car to run on the hill circuit, the latest development of
the Continental GT V8 “S” and the new V8 Flying Spur. That
4 litre twin-turbo engine develops 500 bhp ( 373 kW) and 660
Nm of torque, giving an acceleration to 60 mph in 4.9 seconds
9

The W12 Bentley engine under construction. By the end of this year all W12 engines for the VW Group will be built at Crewe.

(0-100 km/h in 5.2 seconds) and a top speed of 183 mph (295 km/h).
Three Speed Sixes which competed together at Le Mans will
also be present; the car known as ‘Old Number 1,’ the car which won
Le Mans in 1929 and 1930 with Woolf Barnato partnering Sir Henry

‘Tim’ Birkin (1929) and Glen Kidston (1930) as well as winning at
Brooklands; ‘Old Number 2’ and ‘Old Number 3’ are both in their
original form and raced alongside ‘Old No.1’ at Le Mans in 1930.

“Birkin” 4½ litre Supercharged Bentley, chassis HB3403, taking part in the 2013 Mille Miglia celebration
10
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Company News - Images From Rolls-Royce Motor Cars

The Midland Hotel, Manchester, and the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club event organised to commemorate the 110th anniversary
of the meeting of The Hon. C.S. Rolls and Mr Henry Royce, 4 May 1904.

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars celebrated a seminal moment in British
automotive history on Sunday 4 May. Charles Rolls and Henry
Royce met for the ﬁrst time on this date exactly 110 years ago and
agreed to form the company which would become synonymous
with the very best. Celebrations took place at the Goodwood Motor Circuit in West Sussex and at The Midland Hotel, Manchester.
At Manchester a 2014 Rolls-Royce Phantom joined more
than 30 heritage Rolls-Royces on display outside the Midland Hotel,
the setting for the ﬁrst meeting of Charles Rolls and Henry Royce.
The event was hosted by the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club.
At Goodwood, three very special contemporary RollsRoyce motor cars – Wraith, Phantom Coupé and Ghost – were
displayed at the ‘Supercar Sunday’ Breakfast Club meeting at
the Goodwood Motor Circuit, a short distance from the company’s Head Ofﬁce and Manufacturing Plant. The cars were
hosted by a team of Rolls-Royce employees. The event was
the largest in the history of the Breakfast Club, with 1000 cars
NZR-R&BC Issue 14-3

on display inside the circuit and more than 14,000 visitors.
The Rolls-Royce Phantom Drop-head Coupé
Water-speed Collection was unveiled to selected UK
press and customers at an event on the site of the original Bluebird Motor Company, now the Bluebird Restaurant,
on the King’s Road, London on Tuesday 13 May 2014.
The Bluebird Motor Company building was commissioned in 1923 to be Europe’s largest garage, and was built
in the era’s Art Deco style, a style which it preserves today. The business helped fund Malcolm Campbell’s efforts
to wrest the water-speed record from its American holders.
The car then went to the Concorso D’Elegenza at Villa
D’Este on the shores of Italy’s Lake Como, to be unveiled to the
public for the ﬁrst time. It was on the adjacent Lake Maggiore
where, on 1 September 1937, Campbell established his legend, setting a world-record speed of 126.33 mph in the famous
Bluebird K3 boat, powered by a Rolls-Royce “R” Engine. Water11

speed Collection Phantom Drop-head Coupés feature a number
of Bespoke design and engineering features, in a tribute to
Campbell’s famous craft. “This very special motor car serves
to pay a perfect homage to my grandfather’s remarkable acts of
British daring and endeavour,” said Donald Wales, grandson of
Sir Malcolm Campbell. “The extraordinary attention-to-detail
and commitment to engineering excellence so evident in these
motor cars perfectly echoes the lengths my grandfather and his
colleagues went to in their pursuit of the water-speed records.”

Phantom Drop-head Coupé’s traditional teak decking to the
rear is replaced by brushed steel, panel-beaten by hand following initial mechanical pressing, and then hand-brushed for over 10 hours.
The Maggiore Blue exterior ﬁnish is echoed on the interior, with accents on the dash-board to complement the Windchill
Grey interior leather scheme. Hand-engraved door armrest tunnel caps feature an interpretation of Campbell’s famous Bluebird
motif. Abachi wood is used in Waterspeed. The material is
cool to the touch, with a satin-like tactility, and is book-matched

The Rolls-Royce Phantom Drop-head Coupé Water-speed Collection depicted near the scene of Sir Malcolm Campbell’s September
1937 speed record.

The car is ﬁnished in a specially developed ‘Maggiore Blue’
exterior paint, inspired by Bluebird’s famous colour scheme. Nine
layers of paint are applied before an exhaustive process of handsanding and the application of a cutting-edge powdered lacquer is

at an angle to echo the wake left by a boat moving at speed.
Further reference to Campbell’s craft is made with
a new interpretation of the ‘power reserve’ dial seen on other
Rolls-Royce cars. As the driver presses on, the dial moves back-

(Left) Rolls-Royce Phantom engine in the Waterspeed Collection is V12, 6,749 c.c.s, 84.6mm by 92.0mm bore and stroke, producing
453 bhp/338kW at 5350 rpm; the V12 “R” engine Campbell used was one of 19 built, of 37 litres to produce 2,800 bhp/2090 kW.
(Right) Instrument panel of the Waterspeed Phantom

undertaken to ensure an impeccable ﬁnish. For the ﬁrst time in
Rolls-Royce history the exterior ﬁnish extends to the engine, in
homage to the power behind Campbell’s records. The ﬁnish also
adorns the car’s specially developed, fully-polished eleven-spoke
wheels for the ﬁrst time, providing a subtle decorative accent.
The exterior is completed with a hand-painted coach-line
that culminates in a Bluebird motif, with the design taking RollsRoyce’s master coach-line painter four hours to apply by hand.
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wards towards a yellow and blue zone, echoing Campbell’s original K3 boat’s ‘going into the blue’ at maximum engine revolutions. A tribute to the records is paid in the glove-box, where
there is a hand-embroidered panel noting the records Campbell
achieved at Lake Maggiore and Coniston Water. The steering
wheel is presented in two-tone, with Maggiore Blue accents and
traditional black leather to complete the interior design scheme.
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Presentation to the Club of Lin Bowman’s Book Collection

Michelle Simpson’s photograph of our Club Chairman, Rob Carthew (left) receiving Lin Bowman’s books from John and Gaye Lamb.

Gaye and John Lamb, daughter and son-in-law of our late Club
member Lin Bowman, of Putaruru, recently very kindly donated Lin’s collection of Rolls-Royce books to our Club in his
memory. Lin was for many years the proud owner of the 1936
25/30 Rippon Bros Bodied Limousine, chassis GWN55, and a
member of our club until he died at the age of 92.
The books include: Rolls-Royce the Living Legend (Post
Motor Books, Arcadia, California 1962); Coachwork on RollsRoyce by Lawrence Dalton (Dalton Watson, London 1975); RollsRoyce in America by John Webb de Campi (Dalton Watson, London 1975); Those Elegant Rolls-Royce by Lawrence Dalton (Dalton Watson, London 1967, revised edition 1970); and Rolls-Royce
– the Elegance Continues by Lawrence Dalton (Dalton Watson,
London 1971).

The Dalton Watson books remain the standard by which
successors are judged, while Rolls-Royce the Living Legend is a
useful compendium which includes Company brochures and contemporary articles. They will initially be housed in the magazine
editor’s Club research library in Christchurch, along with other
similar donations from the past, and will be passed on to successive editors.
GWN55 is now in Club member Roy Savage’s collection.
We are very grateful to Gaye and John, and his collection will help to ensure that we remember Lin Bowman and his
enthusiasm.

An Invitation
Good Afternoon Friends of the Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club New
Zealand,
On behalf of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club (RROC America), I
would like to cordially invite you and your members to join our
64th Annual National Meet in Orlando, March 28th – April 2nd,
2015 …and what better place to host our National Meet than in
Orlando, home of so many attractions?
We hope to inspire members wishing to have their cake
and eat it too, plan a vacation coming to Orlando around our
Rolls-Royce and Bentley National Meet.
NZR-R&BC Issue 14-3

I truly hope you will share this with your membership and
allow them the opportunity to join us ...after all, we all share the
same passion and that is our love affair with Rolls-Royce and
Bentley Motorcars.
Warm Wishes from Sunny Orlando!
Simon White
Chairman, 64th Annual National RROC Meet - ORLANDO
March 28th-April 2nd, 2015
at the Rosen Shingle Creek Resort
...the International Club for Rolls-Royce and Bentley Enthusiasts
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B67HP; the Story of Our 1951 Mulliner-bodied Mark VI Bentley
by George Calder; Photographs by George Calder and Glynn Williams
I enjoyed the article in our magazine 14-2 about Bunty ScottMoncrieff. There are so many wonderful stories to tell,
and I will start with my favourite Scott-Moncrieff story:
William Boddy, the well known editor of Motor Sport
told the story of visiting the Scott-Moncrieff castle to do an interview with Bunty about an article he was writing. He took a
photographer with him. They found that the living quarters in the
castle were somewhat chaotic, and there were also quite a few animals which had the run of the place. On the way back to London
the photographer started questioning Bill Boddy about what he had
seen, and Bill found himself stuck for words, so all he could think
of saying was, “Well, of course, they are upper class,” to which
the photographer replied, “Well, thank goodness I’m lower class!”
The mention that our MKVI was brokered through his
business, at one point in its life, has ﬁnally got me into action to tell
some of the story about our car which I had promised I would do.

B67HP at William M. Taylor’s establishment near Stirling,
Scotland, for some much needed engine work. His Morris van
had “The Man With the Mark VI Mania” on it.

Glynn Williams and B67HP in its motor house, St Andrews Road,
East Acton.

My acquaintance with B67HP started in 1975 when I
was on a business trip to the UK and I paid a visit to see Glynn
Williams, a Riley friend, who was living in London at the time and
had purchased the car to bring back to New Zealand. Little did I
realise, at the time, that I would purchase B67HP over the phone
in 1981, based on what I had seen in London six years before.
The reason we purchased a MKVI Bentley was to tow a caravan
that we had purchased for our family holidays. I suggested to
Karen that perhaps we could get a classic car to tow the caravan
and when she didn’t say no I suggested that a MKVI Bentley
would be a great car for the job…no ulterior motive there at all.
I therefore put the word out that I was looking to acquire
a MKVI and it was not long before I received a phone call. It happened one Saturday while we were having lunch, when I answered
a phone call from Bill Durling, in New Plymouth, offering me
B67HP, which he had purchased some time before from Glynn
Williams. Bill was offering the MKVI, and as part of the deal
he would take an MGB roadster that we had, plus some money
to make up the difference in value. The deal was done there and
then, and on the spot we had both purchased cars sight unseen!
I then returned to the lunch table to break the news! Karen inquired as to who the caller was, and, breaking the news carefully, I advised that it was a man from New Plymouth. When
she inquired as to what he wanted I said “I think we have got
ourselves a Bentley.” The next question was “How are you paying for it?” and to my response, that I had swapped her shopping
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basket for it, there was total silence. Not another word was spoken by anyone at that meal! I had silenced the children as well.
About a week later I drove the MGB to Wellington
and met Bill Durling on the wharf, we completed the deal, exchanged vehicles, and I returned south on the same ferry. B67HP
ran beautifully on the trip home, so I was very pleased with the
acquisition. I was however brought back down to earth when I
arrived home and was greeted by our children with “What an old
bomb!” No doubt they were exacting their revenge on me for
having parted with the MGB which they thought it was cool to
be seen in! I was even more out of favour with them when the
“shopping basket” MGB was replaced by a Morris Minor 1000!

B67HP under refurbishment in George’s workshop

I was aware from what I had seen of the car in London
that the exterior paint and panel work was in need of some attention, so I set to over the next eighteen months, and managed to
get this work done. I changed the colour from its original ‘Regal
Black’ to a two tone dark brown over light brown. Mechanically
the car was in quite good condition as Glynn had had the engine
reconditioned in the UK before shipping the car to New Zealand.
We were therefore ready for action and we have now enjoyed 32 years of just about every type of motoring one could
think of. As originally intended we towed our caravan for our
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B67HP outside 1 Homeﬁeld Road, Chiswick, London

annual summer holidays for many years. I did some competitive
motoring too, racing at some of the Wigram “Wings and Wheels”
classic events, Vintage Car Club hill climbs and Pomeroy Trophy

B67HP in Holiday Mode, a far cry from its duties with The Ceylon
Tea Growers’ Association

events. Over the years most of our towing work has been done by
the MKVI, as it was, until recently, the only vehicle on which we
had a tow bar. It even had an occasional trip to the dump! We
also get regular inquiries to do weddings, and Karen is much better
than I am at saying “No, we don’t do them.” However, I ﬁnd that
a couple of times a year is good, as it means that the car gets an
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occasional clean! I cannot speak more highly of what a wonderful
car it has been, and yes, even my family have forgiven me! Now
when they are out in the car they say that smell of the leather and
the sound of the engine brings back wonderful holiday memories.
The UK history of B67HP is as follows:
B67HP is an H. J. Mulliner bodied saloon, design style
number 7122, of which a total of 36 were built, our car being the
11th off the production line. The car was delivered to the agents
Sanderson & Holmes Ltd of Derby in February 1951, who had
15

B67HP during a 1985 Bentley Drivers Club run at Danseys Pass with (Above) Willis Brown’s 4½ litre HF3198, and Rex Frisken’s
B193LE. We think that is Willis in his characteristic dark blue jersey.
(Below) Edgar Ridgen’s S3, chassis B292HN, Bob Beardsley’s 4½/3 litre, chassis SL3065, a Mark VI and an S Type.

sold it to the Ceylon Tea Growers’ Association Ltd of Nottingham.
They owned it for 6 years. The price when new was approximately £6160 and delivery of a chassis from Crewe was 24 months
from receipt of order. It would be interesting to know who paid the
16

deposit; the buyer, the agents or Mulliners? At the time a Standard
Steel MKVI from Bentley Motors was £4470. The second owner
was Thomas Wragg &Sons Ltd of Swadlincote, Derby, who were
brick and clay pipe manufacturers. They owned it for 14 years
NZR-R&BC Issue 14-3

until 1971. The journalist Martyn Nutland then purchased it via
Scott-Moncrieff, and Glynn Williams purchased it from Nutland
in 1973. The owner’s manual states that a ‘new’ engine, number
B164J from chassis B79JN, was ﬁtted in 1962 when the mileage
was 119,360 miles. It is not the original engine, so it may have
been a service exchange unit as B79JN still exists in the USA.
B67HP has now done 207,350 miles of which we have done just

Ouch! B67HP arriving in New Zealand in the then customary
manner, April 1976.

over 54,000 miles. In recent times we personalised the original UK
registration plate NAU812, which has an interesting feature for the
rear plate, as the white plastic numbers and letters light up when
the lights are on. It is probably not legal to use the plates in NZ but
I live in hope and will take them off when I get my ﬁnal warning!
NZR-R&BC Issue 14-3
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Glynn Williams and B67HP

Gosh, identifying these photos, and re-reading the aerogrammes I
sent home in 1972/73, brings back a few memories. One of the
reasons for my trip to the UK was to buy a Bentley. Originally I
wanted a Derby car, but as it was to be my everyday car, something
with independent front suspension might be wiser. I tried an early
S1 without power steering, and terriﬁed myself and the car dealer on
the ﬁrst corner by swinging wide over the white line. Fortunately
there was no oncoming trafﬁc. The S1 was certainly more “luxury
Saloon” than the Mark VI “sports saloon” I was used to.
In May 1973 an elderly uncle in Wales died. I went to the funeral. In the little local rag was an ad for the 1950 Mark VI Mulliner
in Abergavenny. After the funeral I went over to Abergavenny.
The car was owned by Martyn Nutland, now known to us as the
author of books about Rolls-Royce & Bentley Wraith, Dawn,
Cloud, & Bentley Mk VI, R & S Series, but then working for the
Cardiff Newspaper. I was quite captivated with the drive on Welsh
Country lanes on a lovely summer evening. Of course I had to
buy it.
Deciding to give the Bentley a bit of a service in the street at
Earls Court, I changed the oil and ﬁlter, losing half the oil down the
gutter. Whilst having the luxury of a Motor House at St Andrews
Road, East Acton, I decided to touch up the paint blemishes - quite

At the time every Motor Sport magazine carried an ad for William
M. Taylor, “The Man With the Mark VI Mania.” By this time he
had moved from South London to Scotland. He did a ﬁxed price
on engine rebuilds. I cannot recall the cost, but it was reasonable
compared with the prices in London.
To get the car to William M Taylor, it was decided to take it on
the overnight train to Stirling. In preparation for this I was grateful
to have the assistance of Allan Winn, who had recently moved from
NZ to London. Allan stayed in England, now runs the Brooklands
Complex, and is the owner of the last 3 litre made. It was decided
to change the engine oil to a thinner viscosity and also change the
brake ﬂuid. We started the engine and there was no knocking!
I drove gingerly to Olympia, which was the Britrail Car Terminal,
and had an overnight trip to arrive on a misty morning at Stirling,
with the Castle looking forbidding, then a gentle drive to Yetts
O’Muckhart, where the garage was situated. William M. Taylor
was a faded redhead in his 60s. He thought the 4¼ engine much
better than the later 4½; “Better in economy and smoothness and
not much down on power.” He listened to the engine running and
commented it didn’t sound too bad and that he had heard worse.
He then took the wheel and drove like the devil; 70 mph in third!
He subsequently reported that, when stripped, the engine had holes

B67HP outside 100 Philbeach Gardens, Earls Court, London in 1973

a lot of them! I purchased aluminium brown primer/ﬁller and
carefully applied the paint. When I tried to put on black gloss coat,
it turned to crocodile ﬁnish, so that the car came back to NZ looking
all spotty. I subsequently found that good old Dulux black highgloss worked, although not quite to Concours standards.
On 1st July 1973 I returned from two months in Europe very
suntanned, long hair down over my shoulders, and ﬂat broke. I had
collected the Bentley from where it had been stored with friends Ian
& Sylvia Coomber in Essex. With my last cash I ﬁlled the tank
as far as money allowed, and drove to Heathrow to collect Mother
from the ‘plane. In all the excitement of the arrival, and having
collected Mother’s copious luggage, we found that we had no money to get the car out of the car-park. I was skint, and Mother had
traveller’s cheques but no UK cash. It was an unpopular Bentley
blocking the exit lane for some time, as I sprinted to ﬁnd our cousins and borrow cash to allow our release.
Then the engine started knocking. Ouch! I didn’t use it again
until it was nearly time to return to New Zealand. My 3 year visa
was due to expire in October 1975. What to do with the Bentley?
I enquired around London for the probable price of engine rebuild,
and they were all rather beyond my means.
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in two pistons, and that it was the most sludged- up engine he had
ever seen. He had to take a spoon to the rocker cover to clear the
gunk. He commented that the reason for the knocking was probably the fact I had put in new oil, and that the detergent moved the
sludge.
The next thing was to get the car to New Zealand. Because I
had returned to Auckland in October 1975, Lindsay Wogan, who
was in the UK at the time, was coerced to drive the unregistered/
un-MoTd Bentley from Stirling to Liverpool to be shipped.
The Bentley arrived around April 1976 with a lot of new Jaguar/
Daimler XJ6/12 Coupes. We were allowed on board and down
into the hold before the cars were unloaded. When the union representative found out we were banished from the ship.
The Dept of Agriculture had a ﬁeld day, needing three steamcleans (including the carpets) before releasing the car. I was ﬂatting, so had no room for the Bentley in Auckland. Aren’t parents
wonderful? A nice dry garage in New Plymouth! My illegal unregistered/no WoF trip to New Plymouth was noisy as the mufﬂer
had blown. At 10.00pm I was stopped by Police for a car search
south of Te Awamutu because of escapees from Waikeria Prison.
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Bentley and Humber

During Richard Foster’s talk at Terrace Station when we visited them on the Southern Region’s Homestead Run (see Martin
Vincent’s report on Page 10 of our magazine 14-2) he mentioned the link between his special interest, Humbers, and ours,
Bentleys.
Richard told us that the prototype Bentley 3 litre chassis
of 1919/20 used a Humber front axle, and how this came about is
fascinating. W.O. Bentley, with his older brother H.M., acquired
the British rights to the French marque D.F.P. (Doriot, Flandrin et
Parant) in 1912, in a deal involving Vuitton luggage. With their
most promising model, the 12/15, Bentley had competition success, particularly after noticing a paper-weight aluminium piston
on M. Doriot’s desk during a visit to D.F.P.’s works at Courbevoie.
The local foundry, whose work this piston was, came up with an
88% aluminium 12% copper alloy, and, during late 1913 and early
1914, W.O. Bentley and his mechanic Leroux achieved spectacular results after a great deal of experimentation, winning race
meetings and records at Brooklands and other venues against their
main rival, W.G. Tuck with a Humber.
Humber had, like many British marques, started as bicycle makers. During the last full year before the Great War they
had become the second largest car manufacturer in Britain. Their
cars were of conservative design and excellent quality, but for the
Tourist Trophy of 1914 they built a team of racing cars which were
strongly inﬂuenced by the 1913 Grand Prix winning Peugeot, an
unsuccessful folly which cost the company £15,000 (£3 million,
or $NZ6 million in today’s currency). The Humber Company’s
chief designer was Frederick Burgess (1879-1929), who raced one
of these 3 litre twin overhead camshaft cars in the T.T.
W.O. Bentley’s account was published in his My Life
and My Cars (Hutchinson, London 1967) and along with articles
in The Bentley Drivers Club Review and Kenneth Neve’s A Bit
Behind the Times (Grenville, London 1988) are the primary sources of information for this article.
When war was declared in August 1914 there was a
surplus of qualiﬁed ofﬁcer candidates, and after H.M. Bentley
had volunteered for the British Army, W.O., well aware that the
“secret” of D.F.P.’s success was not widely known, decided that
the aluminium piston would provide a worthwhile advantage in
aero-engine design. At that time British aviation was split arbitrarily into two factions; the Royal Flying Corps, administered by
the War Ofﬁce, and the Royal Naval Air Service, responsible to
the Admiralty. Each service had different engine and airframe
suppliers, and the rivalries which ensued went right through the
organisations. It took Bentley some time to ﬁnd the correct channel for communication, but eventually he found Commander W.
Briggs, who had responsibility for liaison between manufacturers
and the Admiralty for the R.N.A.S. Bentley found himself commissioned as Lieutenant, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, and the
next day he was sent to Derby to meet Ernest Hives, with the result that Rolls-Royce’s ﬁrst aero-engine, the Eagle, was developed
using aluminium pistons. Bentley already knew Louis Coatalen
at Sunbeams in Wolverhampton, and they adopted aluminium pistons for their aero-engines too.
Bentley’s next task was with Gwynne at Chiswick, west
London, who had the rights to build the French Clerget rotary engine. In service many problems were experienced with overheating of the rear-facing half of the rotating cylinders, which received
no beneﬁt from slipstream cooling, and were constructed of very
thin steel, liberally ﬁnned, along with steel pistons. Distortion
inevitably occurred, and the light alloy washer ﬁtted to the top
of each piston to maintain a gas seal had a service life of only 15
hours. Bentley’s visits to R.N.A.S. squadrons in France brought
vividly home to him the cost in human life such limitations were
causing, and he proposed some major re-design work to solve
the Clerget engine problems, by using cast aluminium cylinders
shrunk on to cast iron cylinder liners, and of course aluminium
pistons. Gwynne accepted the new pistons, but did not wish to
relinquish their engine, and Bentley’s relationship with them so
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deteriorated that he asked to be removed from the Chiswick factory so that he could develop an engine to his own design.
Commander Briggs is quoted by Bentley: “You’re to
take your bags to Coventry, Bentley. Humbers have all the facilities you’ll want. They’re only churning out Army bicycles – thousands and thousands of them – and terrible things like travelling
kitchens. I think they’re rather offended that they haven’t been
given something more challenging to test their mettle, so they’ll
welcome you with open arms.”
So W.O. Bentley met F.T. Burgess again, both men having competed as drivers in the 1914 T.T. in D.F.P. and Humber
respectively, and Bentley wrote of him “…draughtsman supreme.
I soon recognised that we spoke the same language, understood
and appreciated the same things, and that he was a man in a thousand to have on design work. He had the most facile pencil of any
man I have ever known, a pencil that ﬂashed across the board in
deft strokes, expressing in lines our ideas as quickly as the words
were spoken. It was a wonderful sight to watch and the magic of
it never failed to impress me, from those aero-engine days to the
‘twenties when we worked together on the 3-, 4½- and 6½-litre
Bentleys.”
So the Bentley rotary engine, BR1, was designed, of the
same 9-cylinder dimensions of 120mm by 170mm for a capacity
of 17.3 litres as the 130 bhp Clerget, the prototype of 170 bhp being tested in early 1916 and in service by May 1917. The larger
BR2 of 140mm by 180mm for 24.9 litres gave 230 bhp. The BR2
was built at the rate of 120 a week, by Daimler and Crossley as
well as Humber, and was delivered from September 1918. To give
some idea of the challenges involved, the crankcase was machined

Scott Thomson’s photograph of a Bentley BR2 engine

from a solid metal block of 50 kg to a ﬁnal weight of 12 kg, and
each cylinder head required 50 separate machining operations to
go from the 10 kg billet to 4kg. The BR2 remained a standard
engine with the Royal Air Force until 1928.
After the war, Burgess went with Bentley as Chief
Designer, right from the prototype Bentley until he died at the age
of 50 in 1929. His achievements have been given insufﬁcient recognition by the Humber historians A.B. Demaus and J.C. Tarring
(The Humber Story 1868-1932 Sutton, London 1989). A.F.C.
Hillstead, who was on the Bentley sales staff from very early days,
went out of his way to belittle and criticise the T.T. Humber in
his books Those Bentley Days (Faber and Faber, London 1953)
and Fifty Years With Motor Cars (Faber and Faber, London 1960).
The infant Bentley Motors had bought one of the Tourist Trophy
Humbers, which Burgess designed, and the ﬁrst experimental
Bentleys of 1919/20 had a chassis which strongly resembled the
Humber, with a more marked downward curve to the front dumbirons than on the later cars. Burgess’s contributions, carried over
from his earlier designs, include the steering, transmission and
rear axle, and since Bentley was dependent upon outside suppli19

ers for every component of his cars, the T.T. Humber’s front axle
would have helped to have the ﬁrst car ready for its Autocar road
test of 24 January 1920. There were three experimental chassis
before the ﬁrst production Bentley chassis, number 1, and I have
been so far unable to ﬁnd images of them, to see whether they
share the same down-sweep of the front dumb-irons as EXP1
in the well known photograph of the car, W.O. Bentley aboard,
which accompanied the road test which appeared in The Autocar
in January 1920. The Bentley Drivers Club Review is vague in
its information about these prototypes, and one cannot help but
wonder if the chassis from the T.T. Humber was also used for the
prototype Bentley, since it differs so markedly in contour from the
production cars.
Kenneth Neve bought his T.T. Humber in 1939 and kept
it for the rest of his life, while his daughter Judy Portway continues to campaign it. To quote Neve: “W.O. Bentley was curiously reluctant to acknowledge any debt to or afﬁnity with the
Humber. Twice I tried, as tactfully as I knew how, to get him to
talk about the T.T. Humbers but each time I was given a polite but
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Genesis of the Bentley chassis? At left is the 1913 5-litre Grand
Prix Peugeot, whose twin overhead camshaft engine was copied
by Coatalen for Sunbeam, and Burgess for Humber.
The chassis seems very similar to both the 1914 T.T. Humber
(middle, in Glynn Williams’s photograph) and the prototype
Bentley chassis EXP1 of 1919 (right).
The Bentley chassis we are more used to, seen below in John
King’s photograph, has markedly less down-sweep to the front
dumb-irons.

ﬁrm brush-off.”
In the late 1980s F.T. Burgess’s daughter, Miss Marjorie
Burgess, was reported in a BDC Review to be delighted with an
encounter with a 3-litre Bentley, which brought back happy memories of her father and his achievements. His name also lives on
in the BHB piston, which stands for Bentley-Hewitt-Burgess, and
in the Edwardian Humber cars so enjoyed by their owners.
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The Vanden Plas Princess R - Images From Roy Tilley

This report was published in 1965, in Bulletin No 6 of the RollsRoyce Owners’ Club of New Zealand (Inc)
A new “prestige” luxury saloon, the Vanden Plas Princess 4-Litre
R, was announced by the British Motor Corporation on 19 August
[1964]. It is powered by a specially developed six-cylinder RollsRoyce “aluminium” engine, which is being manufactured by the
Rolls-Royce Motor Car Division, Crewe.
The vast production resources of B.M.C., allied to the traditional Rolls-Royce excellence in engine design and manufacture,
and Vanden Plas craftsmanship, has resulted in a model which offers a unique combination of quality, comfort and performance at
a competitive price. First news of a joint operation by the two
leading companies in their respective spheres of the British motor industry, came on 1 January 1962, when it was announced that
B.M.C. and Rolls-Royce were examining the feasibility of technical collaboration between them in the ﬁeld of motor car engineering.
Weighing only 450 lbs, the F.B.60 engine (see separate engine description) develops 175 b.h.p., giving the Princess R an exceptionally high power-to-weight ratio, and consequently an excellent performance. Externally the car has similar sleek styling to the
previous Vanden Plas Princess 3-litre model which it replaces, but
with certain distinguishing features. The rear end of the body has
been re-styled to cleaner lines, with tail ﬁns eliminated. Flashing
turn indicators are combined with the side lights at the front, and the
tail and reversing lights at the rear.
Automatic Dimming: The ﬂasher lights extend around to the side
of each wing; when the side lights are in use, both stop lamps and
ﬂashers are automatically dimmed to prevent dazzle to following
drivers. This Lucan two-level signalling system also has the advantage of enabling the ﬂashers to be of sufﬁcient intensity for use
in strong daylight conditions.
The interior appointments provide the standard of luxury expected in a car of this type, with polished walnut fascia and
full instrumentation, which includes cigar lighter and map reading
light. The hide upholstered seats incorporate reclining adjustment
for the front squabs, and folding picnic tables for the rear passengers. Fresh air jets are provided on each side of the fascia, while
in addition to the fresh air heater/demister system there is an auxiliary heater for the rear compartment. Provision is made for full
air conditioning, and also for an electrically heated rear screen for
demisting and defrosting.
Transmission and Steering: Automatic transmission with overriding manual control is employed. This is the Borg Warner Model
8, which incorporates an oil cooler, and has three forward speed
ranges. Power assisted steering is also standard equipment; this is
of the high efﬁciency cam-and-peg type.
Suspension and Braking: The front suspension (independent coil
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Our late member Mike MacDonald photographed this Vice-Regal
Princess R at the “tradesman’s entrance” to Government House,
Auckland.

springs) obtains improved efﬁciency from the introduction of special heavy duty, twin valve, lever-type shock absorbers, which have
high “fade” resistance. At the rear, extra long leaf springs (rubber
mounted and inter-leaved) are combined with telescopic shock absorbers angled inward to absorb roll force. A vacuum operated servo provides power assisted braking. The complete braking system
is self-adjusting, comprising powerful 10 inch diameter disc brakes
at the front and 10 inch diameter drum brakes on the rear wheels.
An inertia valve in the hydraulic system reduces rear wheel locking,
to give stable braking under emergency conditions.
The exhaust system has three separate silencers, which
contribute to a quiet high speed cruising performance.
The Princess 4-litre R is available only against no-remittance orders at £2,878, of which £1,510 is required in eligible
Sterling.
Rolls-Royce FB60 Engine for the Vanden Plas Princess R,
Description and development history of the power unit:
The Vanden Plas 4-litre Princess R is powered by a new RollsRoyce six-cylinder engine, known as the FB60. This in-line engine, based on previous Rolls-Royce six-cylinder engines, is constructed of aluminium alloy and weighs only 450 lbs. It develops
175 bhp at 4,800 rpm. It was chosen for the Princess R because it
offers a high power-to-weight ratio and is more powerful than any
automotive engine in the British Motor Corporation range. Built
and tested to the traditional Rolls-Royce standards, it is now in production at the Crewe factory of the Company’s Motor Car Division.
The new engine has a capacity of 3,909 cc with a bore of 95.25 mm
and a stroke of 91.44 mm.
Background to the FB60 engine: The FB60 engine has been developed from the Rolls-Royce military “B” range engines of which
there are four, six and eight cylinder versions. The six and eight
cylinder engines are in production for all the wheeled combat vehicles of the British Armed Service; many are also in service with 21
other armies. Over 30,000 units have been produced for military
and civil applications, and they are in use in over 75 countries.
Six years ago Rolls-Royce decided to produce a version in
aluminium alloy of the six cylinder 130 horsepower “B” range engine. It was also considered desirable to assess the power output,
smoothness and reliability of an over-square engine. An experimental unit was designed and built. The reduction of .9 inch in the
stroke, coupled with a moderate compression ratio, permitted the
engine to run faster and deliver more power than the six cylinder
“B” engine, although its capacity was almost a litre less. Extensive
tests with the aluminium FB60 engine showed that it was smooth,
21

quiet and reliable.
During technical discussions with B.M.C. it was suggested that the engine might be suitable for installation in a B.M.C.
car. In 1963, it was decided that the project should go ahead.
Development work intensiﬁed and major engine components were
redesigned to facilitate quantity production. A production line was
set up at the Rolls-Royce Crewe factory to cater for volume production of 5,000 to 6,000 engines per year, while still maintaining the
strictest possible control on quality.
Interesting Technical Features: There are many interesting technical features on the new FB60 engine; it employs hydraulic tappets, which obviate the need for adjustment. Exhaust valves are
manufactured from special steel, and the seats and stem tips are
treated with “Stellite,” a cobalt based alloy which is particularly
hard wearing. The face of the valve is coated with a nickel-chrome
deposit which resists carbon build-up and prevents pre-ignition.

There is positive rotation of the exhaust valves.
The camshaft is gear driven, and runs in six bearings. The
crankshaft oil seal is a mechanical type which employs all ﬂingers
and an “acme” thread; this method of sealing is reliable and cannot wear. The overhead inlet, side exhaust valve layout allows the
use of a larger diameter inlet valve, which provides good breathing characteristics and quiet, smooth operation. The major engine
components are anodised to prevent corrosion of the aluminium.
An entirely new automatically controlled anodising plant has been
installed to cater for the production quantities envisaged.
6781 examples of the Vanden Plas Princess R were built
from 1964 to 1968. Our late member Mike MacDonald owned
one of these cars, and photographed a Vice-Regal example outside
Government House in Auckland. A Vanden Plas Owners’ Club
exists in New Zealand, and their Ronald Mayes has helped our Roy
Tilley with information for Roy’s forthcoming book.

Technical - Wheel Balancing by Marsden Robinson

In 1984 our Club published a spiral-bound Technical Manual, with
contributions from members. Here is the ﬁrst excerpt:
Of all the frauds perpetrated upon a gullible public, few are the
equal of wheel balancing. I am not suggesting that all wheel balancers are deliberately dishonest – merely that many have incompetent operators, inaccurate equipment, or fail to check the results by
testing the car. These notes are written from bitter experience.
I have taken the car to three different tyre shops in succession, only to have each foreman say “I don’t know who balanced
these wheels for you, but they’re bloody miles out!” and put different weights on in different places. Result – out of balance wheels
again.
If you have a wheel balance problem, follow these steps:
1. Find a wheel balance shop that has two balancers; one
which does wheels off the car, and another that does the
job on the car. Make sure the foreman knows that you
are fussy. Have the wheels run up off the car ﬁrst. Before the weights are ﬁtted, check that the wheel rims run
true. If they don’t, get them trued. Pressed wheels can
be straightened, and wire wheels trued up, if you shop
around. Check that the tyres are round – many aren’t.
(You should always check that a new tyre is round. If
it isn’t, make the supplier replace it – it will never come
right.) Stand over the wheel balancers, so that the operator knows you aren’t the dear old lady with the ’63
Morris 1100. Some modern wheel balancers have a ﬁne
tune test – make the operator use it.
2. Replace the wheels on the car. Put a paint spot on one
stud, and on the wheel beside it, so that you can put the

wheels back in the same place next time you take it off.
Replace the hubcaps, as they can affect the balance.
Open both front doors fully, and place one hand on the
steering wheel. Have the wheels spun up, and check for
vibration at the outer ends of the doors, and at the steering wheel, at full speed, and while the wheel slows down.
Any signiﬁcant vibration means that the combination of
wheel/tyre/brakes/hubcap is out of balance. Insist that
the operator keep moving weights until the vibration
vanishes. The fact that the balancer says that all is well
is irrelevant – the only real test is vibration of the doors
and steering wheel.
3. If the result is still unsatisfactory, tell the operator you’ll
be back later, and check the following for wear, loose
mounting, etc:
(a) Wheel bearings
(b) Suspension bearings, king-pins, etc
(c) Steering box or rack
(d) Steering damper
(e) Steering ball joints
(f) Shock absorbers (check oil level)
4. Some new tyres will thump and vibrate, no matter what
you do, until they have done about 500 miles. All of a
sudden they come right. Nylon tyres develop ﬂats overnight, and will thump until they warm up. This takes 2
or 3 miles, and more on a cold winter morning.
Finally, many cars are sensitive to rear wheel balance. Get them
done by the method described above, and at the same time. You
may save yourself some heartache if you paint your ‘phone number
inside the hubcaps while you have them off.

Another Invitation
Dear Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts!
Please let me bring to your attention, one of the most exotic classic
car events of 2015 - the “ROYAL
RAJASTHAN - Classic Motoring
Challenge”. This very exclusive
event is open for classic cars built up to 1947 and is strictly limited
to a maximum of 15 cars (teams).
All of you know the history shared between India and Rolls-Royce,
and it surely would be a highlight in both the lives of your car and
yourselves, touring Rajasthan in style. Memories of such a great
tour will last forever and I am sure that you’ll enjoy the adventure.
Don’t wait too long - a tour with only 15 participating cars might
be sold out very quickly.
Please visit the website at www.royal-rajasthan.info for detailed
information, downloads as well as a lot of mouth watering photos
of incredible Rajasthan and don’t hesitate to call me if you have
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any questions. There is also a new
site on Facebook (www.facebook.
com/RoyalRajasthanCMC) for additional information and fast exchange
of personal messages. Every message
will go directly in my personal mailbox, info@classicmobil.de
I would appreciate it very much if you
could forward this message to your
club members. Thank you.
Kind regards,
Claus Mueller
ROYAL RAJASTHAN - CLASSIC MOTORING CHALLENGE
c/o CMCompanies GmbH
Gut Badersfeld Dachauer Str. 38 D-85764 Oberschleißheim
T +49 89 315 626 01 F +49 89 315 626 90 M +49 171 526 10 50
E info@classicmobil.de W www.royal-rajasthan.info W www.
facebook.com/RoyalRajasthanCMC
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Book Review by Coutesy of Speedreaders http://speedreaders.info
Inside the Rolls-Royce & Bentley
Styling Department 1971 to 2001
by Graham Hull.
Veloce Publishing Ltd., Veloce
House, Parkway Farm Business
Park, Middle Farm Way, Poundbury,
Dorchester, Dorset DT1 3AR,
England. Hardback, 250mm height
by 207mm wide, 176 pages, 100
colour and black-and-white illustrations. ISBN 978-1-845846-01-5
UPC 6-36847-04601-9
Obtainable by NZ R-R&BC
members from Ian Barber at Octane Books, 57 Nufﬁeld Street,
Newmarket, Auckland. Tel: (09) 524-0138 www.octanebooks.
co.nz until 30 June at $75 (normal price $90)
Firstly, a reviewer’s confession; Graham Hull’s superb drawings,
which illustrate the book, give a chap pause for thought. I have before me Meccano Magazine for January 1956, which contains the
information that T. King of Christchurch, New Zealand, had won
the June 1955 Overseas Motor Car Contest. That prize was One
Guinea, that wonderfully archaic English measure of currency under which the better car dealers and tailors operated, and T. King
spent it on virtually unobtainable Dinky toys, since New Zealand
was operating under the Finance Emergency Regulations, 1940.
He had drawn a Mark VI Bentley in front of his idea of a Tudor
English house, and of course his dream was to become an automotive designer, but that seemed to be impossible in this outpost of
civilisation, and life went on. Wheels were never T. King’s strong
point, and whether or not he would ever have learned how to draw
them does not matter; sufﬁce to say that many hours have been
spent admiring the Graham Hull drawings which grace his book.
The toughness required to survive in the environment which prevailed at Rolls-Royce Motors Limited is another matter.
Graham Hull joined the Company in November 1971 at
the age of 24, the son of an engineer who had worked for the longestablished aircraft manufacturer Handley Page. Crewe seemed
a forbidding world far distant from the Midlands, where the then
British car industry was based, and much further from Hull’s north
London origins. He was a graduate of the Royal College of Art,
and here we start the bewildering array of acronyms which prevail
throughout the book. RCA may mean, to many of us, the Radio
Corporation of America, but Hull was a graduate of another RCA,
where Chrysler U.K. had sponsored his study. By the time he
graduated, Chrysler was contracting, and his alternative choice,
Rolls-Royce Motors, was under Receivership after the development costs for the RB211 aero-engine had destroyed its parent
company, so this was hardly a good time for Rolls-Royce either.
The British Government under Prime Minister Edward Heath
rescued the Company, split the aero-engine and car components
in 1973 to be ready for privatising, Vickers’ acquisition by 1980,
their intentions of on-selling the enterprise obvious by 1994, and
the sale of the automotive elements to German investors in 1998.
As well as its other qualities, the book is a fascinating
account of the social problems which afﬂicted Britain in the last
quarter of the 20th Century, with any idealism we enthusiasts for
the marque being dispelled by Hull’s vivid turn of phrase as he
describes conditions, attitudes, perceptions (“The Engineering
Department’s general opinion of ex-RCA graduates seemed to be
that we were black belts in ﬂower arranging”), and relationships
which precluded the easy transition from models (built by salaried staff), to full-scale drawings, to full-scale mock-ups (built by
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hourly wage earners), meaning that designs took a very long time
from idea to prototype. This did not matter in the traditional world
where Rolls-Royce cars were created and other divisions of the
Company could subsidize them, but now the cars had to compete
in a very different world.
By 1971 the Styling Department was led by an Austrian
refugee, Fritz Feller, who had been an engine designer, and Hull
became the sixth member of a team, succeeding Feller when he
retired in 1984. The team’s task was to design the successor to
the Silver Shadow on a VERY strict budget, with no thought of
a Bentley successor to the T Type, by that time reduced to 5% of
production, and a mere 3% when the line ﬁnished in 1979.
The design of the Carmague was carried out by Pininfarina
in Italy, and this slightly unfortunate design had been ﬁnalized
by the time Graham Hull started at Rolls-Royce. Its bulky appearance was mitigated by Hull and the Styling Department by
their attaching markers to the front guard tops, “purloining” (in
Hull’s word) the alloy wheels which the then World Champion
motorcyclist’s sponsors had made for his Silver Shadow, and creating a slightly nose-down and tail-up stance. David Plastow, the
Managing Director, was won over by this approach, and Hull’s
inﬂuence in design was cemented, although the usual arguments
with Engineering over their concerns regarding alloy porosity and
corrosion meant that steel wheels continued to be ﬁtted until 1985
and the Bentley Turbo R.
Hull and Ron Maddocks, the model-making member of
the Styling team, created a sort of “lunch-time” Bentley project
derived from a futuristic drawing which Feller commissioned for
presentation to Plastow, and Hull had “one of my better ideas”
when “Mulsanne,” a reference to Bentley’s grand Le Mans heritage, was written on the rear licence plate. The name was registered, and one of Feller’s associates, Jack Read, developed the
turbo-charged version of the Company’s V8. The radiator shell
was painted rather than plated, and because of social issues which
included new top management who were not happy with the intimidating nature of the Rolls-Royce marque, a new product
evolved from the Bentley T Type, with contributions from Styling,
Marketing, and Engineering, which became the Bentley Turbo R.
In the same way that the Mark VI saved the Company in 1946, so
the Turbo R took the Company, and the Bentley marque, in a new
and exciting direction. In Graham Hull’s words “Styling blew on
Bentley’s embers, and got them glowing.”
One chapter is named “The Drama of the 1990s, a golden
decade of bespoke coach-building,” with an account of the prototype Bentley Continental R appearing at the 1991 Geneva Motor
Show, and the Sultan of Brunei’s wishing to buy it. That car may
well be the most recent example of the marque to be regarded
in the future along with the R Type Continental of 45 years earlier, but the royal family of that oil-rich little land became quite
good customers of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, contributing about
half the revenue of the entire company between 1994 and 1997,
to the value of some $US400 million dollars a year in 2014 value.
Information about the 2,000 or 3,000 cars in the royal garages circulates quietly, with chassis numbers of Bentley models otherwise
unknown to us. The Java project which appeared at Geneva in
1997 was another exciting project, based on the BMW 5 Series
ﬂoor plan, and the close relationship between the two companies
was undoubtedly a factor in the purchase of the Rolls-Royce bit,
and its travel to Munich ownership.
Volkswagen ownership of the Crewe factory brought new
organisation and a different ledge for Graham Hull, from which he
eventually retired in 2001. He seems a likeable man, one whom
one would be privileged to meet, and he has certainly given us
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some classic automobiles, while playing a large part in providing
continuity through a turbulent era. Who wouldn’t warm to a man
who writes “I’d warned against using an Audi mirror because journalists would accuse us of being parts bin vultures. Unfortunately,
we did, and they did”?
A great deal of information is present in this book; the
problem is in assimilating it all. Chapters cover the same ground,
but from a different aspect, the chronology is all over the place,
and the cast of characters will have the reader looking for more
bookmarks. Shoddy proof reading has resulted in “Groucho
Marks,” “ﬂair up” and “lent back,” while “myself” is its usual irritating substitute for “me.” The book is presented to the customary
Veloce standard, with clear type face and good quality reproduction of images on good quality heavy paper, and well bound. This
view from the “inside” is a valuable contribution to our knowledge of the company which built our cars.
Tom King, re-printed by courtesy of the Speedreaders Web Site
http://speedreaders.info/

(Top right) Graham Hull’s impression of the Bentley lineage; he
had a great deal to do with the survival of the marque, which was
being allowed to wither during the 1970s, and made it a tempting
investment when Vickers disposed of their automotive interests. Ironically, he was eased out after Volkswagen introduced their
organisation to the Crewe factory. Anybody interested in recent Rolls-Royce and Bentley history needs to read his book.
(Left above) The speed-boat impression of the bow-up, stern-down position, related to Rolls-Royce design evolution.
(Right above) Graham Hull’s 1986 impression of what led to the future Bentley classic, the Continental R.

We Welcome the Following New Members

John and Shirley Cameron
Carrington House, 285 High St North,
Carterton 5713
Phone (06) 379 7317 (021) 589 500 cameron@wisenet.co.nz
1929 Rolls-Royce Phantom Tourer by Barker, chassis 590R
2010 Rolls-Royce Ghost, chassis SCA664503AUH14738
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Another image from the Annual General Meeting 2014 Weekend;
some of our cars at French Farm Vineyard and Restaurant, Banks Peninsula
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Call now for
a free quote
Ph 06 345 3145
info@haprint.com
www.haprint.com

Smart, Quick & Friendly

MAJESTIC MOTORS LTD
www.majesticmotors.co.nz

R.M.V.T

email: ian@majesticmotors.co.nz

341 Queen Street, Masterton
Ph 06 370 4614

A/Hrs 0274 752 713

Fax 06 370 8300

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

1990 Bentley Turbo R
Performance & Prestige
at an affordable price

1980
Rolls-Royce Corniche
Convertible

2004 Rolls Royce Phantom, 6 Speed Auto
6750 V12, DVD, foot rests, umbrellas in rear
doors, height adjustment, parking control
system, remote close on rear doors, flying lady
disappears on looking car & much more.
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1968
Rolls Royce Silver Shadow
Very Tidy Car

1998
Bentley Azure
Convertible, the
best open top
motorcar

Other Rolls Royce &
Bentley’s to Arrive
1990 Silver Spur II
1985 Silver Spirit
1970 Silver Shadow
2001 Bentley Arnage Le Mans
Limited edition model with all the very nice
special features including NZ Sat Navigation

Dismantling:
1989 Bentley 8 injected
NZ new (frontal damage)
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PHANTOM
Begin a New Journey

Phantom Coupé Demonstrator $499,900. Available now.
*Images shown for illustration purposes only

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Auckland 11 Great South Road, PO Box 9718, Newmarket, Auckland
Telephone +64 9 969 3351 Fax +64 9 969 3354 www.rolls-roycemotorcars-auckland.com
© Copyright Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Limited 2013. The Rolls-Royce name and logo are registered trademarks.

GHOST
For the driver and the driven

Ghost Demonstrator $469,900. Available now.
*Images shown for illustration purposes only

COLGRAY MOTORS

Rolls Royce & Bentley Specialists

9B Beatrice Tinsley Crescent, Albany, Auckland

phone/fax: 09 414 1971 mob: 021 643 030 a/h: 09 444 3030
We specialise in the maintenance and care of Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars: servicing, repairs, overhauls and full restoration of RollsRoyce and Bentley motor vehicles. Our Albany, North Shore workshop is fully equipped to carry out all mechanical, hydraulic, fault finding
and electrical work. Restoration work can be carried out on all exterior and interior surfaces and leather work. Our experienced staff will work
on your vehicle with meticulous care and attention to detail.
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Customers & Visitors are always welcome. Friendly Advice Available.

��������������������������������������������������������������

SHADOW
SHADOW PARTS
PARTS NZ
NZ
SUPPLIERS OF GENUINE ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY
PARTS, BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND BROCHURES

�

Call me any time from 7.00 am to 11.00 pm
Roy Tilley (NZRR&BC Technical Liaison Officer)
204A Waiwhetu Rd, Lower Hutt. Ph 04.566.0850. E-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz www.royscars.co.nz
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SALES

SERVICE PARTS ACCESSORIES

Factory trained technicians • Right first time guarantee • Loan cars available on booking
All genuine parts with 3 year manufacturer’s warranty when fitted at Bentley Auckland

CREATE YOUR OWN MASTERPIECE
For a limited time only, Bentley Auckland is offering the complementary inclusion
of the Mulliner Styling Specification on new Bentley GT V8 Models (valued at $25,000).
While this model is already a benchmark for luxury and performance,
you now have the opportunity to add your own styling to the masterpiece.

BENTLEY AUCKLAND 100 Great North Road, Grey Lynn, Auckland 1021
PH 09 360 3200 visit www.auckland.bentleymotors.com email: info@giltrapprestige.co.nz

For Sale

1935 Bentley 3.1/2 L
Chassis No. B166FB

4 Door saloon - Coachwork by Park Ward.
Black with green upholstery and green carpets.
This Bentley has recently undergone a complete mechanical and chassis rebuild in our
Workshop. This included an engine and gearbox, rear axle and brake and suspension
rebuild, re-splined wheels and hubs.
The electrical system was rewired and a new exhaust system fitted.
New leather and carpets were fitted in England prior to it being imported by its
Christchurch owner in 2007.
This is a unique opportunity to acquire a classic Derby Bentley in fine condition.

Authorised Bentley & Rolls-Royce Heritage Dealer
Cnr Racecourse & Alford Forest Roads, Ashburton, New Zealand - Phone/Fax 03 308 7282 - Mobile 027 223 1600
Email: bruce.mcilroy@xtra.co.nz - www.bentleyservice.co.nz

Parts • Sales • Servicing • Repairs • Restorations

THE REAL CAR COMPANY
North Wales
Specialists in Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motorcars, 1920 to 1970s.
Around 30 to 40 cars in stock, ranging from restoration projects to
concours.
We are always looking to buy similar vehicles, especially pre 1950.
Highly experienced in the Ocean Shipping of these important cars.
Web:
www.realcar.co.uk Phone: 0044 1248 602649
Please contact Bernie Snalam for further information.
e-mail: bernie.s@btinternet.com

CLUB CALENDAR
NORTHERN REGION
Sunday 15 June: Solstice lunch at the Hilton Hotel Dining Room 1pm. This has wonderful views over the harbour and will include a
full choice 3 course meal at $55.
End of September: Your committee is planning a run to the Cambridge area, possibly the Okoroire Hotel which has been re-furbished.
This will be checked before any bookings are made. Suggestions welcome. Details to follow.
CENTRAL REGION
Friday 27 June: Winter Solstice Dinner, Wellington Club. The Terrace 7:30 p.m.
Saturday 28 June: Visit to Bristol Motors followed by lunch (location to be advised) and Committee Meeting.
Spring Outing still to be planned.
Central Region A.G.M. to be held in late November as usual, date and location yet to be planned.

SOUTHERN REGION
Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 June Tekapo Winter Weekend including a visit to the Mt John Observatory to see the sky on that clear
Saturday evening. Book accommodation at Peppers Blue-water Resort 0800 275 373 or bluewater@peppers.co.nz mentioning the Club.
Further enquiries to Geoff Walls Phone (03) 3326 387 geoff@wallsnz.net
Sunday 21 September Spring Run to Hanmer. Marble Point Vineyard will be included; more details later.
Late Spring Driver Training Event at Waipara West
Friday 14 to Sunday 16 November Canterbury Anniversary Weekend Touring Event, this year to the Nelson area.
Early December Before We Get Too Busy: Christmas Get-Together
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