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David Neely’s photographs from Pebble
Beach Concours, 16 August, show B27LE, the
“Embiricos” Bentley (See item on Page 5) and
(Opposite) the 1929 Olympia Show Bentley
Sedanca de Ville KR2687 owned by Syd and
Nicki Reinhardt of Middle Cove, Australia.
www.nzrrbc.co.nz
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NZ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club, Inc
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Email: watcher@pl.net
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www.nzrrbc.co.nz ,
then APPLICATION FORM

Club Shop
BOOKS
From the Shadow’s Corner by Cal West, Product Support Manager, Rolls-Royce Motors Inc, USA. A
compilation of technical articles, specific to the Silver Shadow and its derivatives, reprinted from The
Flying Lady. We will include with this a set of reprints from Know Your Silver Shadow featured in the Club
magazine in recent years. $80 per copy including P & P.
Silver Cloud/S Series Reprints 1955-1966: A compilation of technical articles from The Flying Lady
specific to the Silver Cloud and S Series. $20 per copy including P & P.
NZRR&BC CAR BADGES
Of the original design but made in stainless steel are now available at $60 each.
Send your order with cheque made out to “New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club” to: Roy
Tilley, Technical Liaison Officer Post-WW2, 204a Waiwhetu Road, LOWER HUTT.
CHASSIS RECORDS
The Company’s Construction Records, which accompanied every Rolls-Royce and Bentley (since 1931)
chassis throughout its production at Derby or Crewe are a valuable resource for subsequent owners.
They show details of the original order, any special equipment supplied, and the results of tests and
inspections carried out prior to dispatch. The records for all cars over 10 years old are held by the RREC
in the UK, and copies are available to members of that Club at a price which has to reflect not only the
cost of photocopying and postage but also the cost of maintaining a valuable archive resource and
employing a full-time archivist. The number of A4 pages for early cars may vary from two or three up to 20
or more, depending upon how much work and subsequent servicing was carried out by the Company and
its agents. Records for a Silver Shadow can amount to 50 or more pages and are likely to cost around
$NZ150 but will be a worthwhile addition to any owner’s library. For details of how to obtain a copy of
your car’s records, contact the Club’s Technical Liaison Officer, Roy Tilley, on 04 566 0850
e-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz
ADVERTISING – pages 20 to 24
Classified advertisements (monochrome) pertaining to Rolls-Royce and Bentley matters are free to
Financial Members who do not deal regularly in Rolls-Royce or Bentley cars or services. All classified
advertisements must be submitted in writing to the Editor, Tom King, Phone 03 339 8309, e-mail the.
king@xtra.co.nz 191 Sparks Road, Christchurch 8025. The publication of commercial advertisements,
or any advertising in colour, will be the subject of a charge to the advertiser. Colour advertisements are
charged at $220 per half page and $300 for full page, payable to the NZRR&BC Inc.

Club Calendar 2009-5

CENTRAL REGION
CHAIRMAN: Elliott Snelling
52 Raumati Road, Raumati Beach, Wellington
Phone: 04 902-1899
Email: snelling@paradise.net.nz
SECRETARY: Martin Taylor
24 Rangiora Avenue, Kaiwharawhara, Wellington
Phone: 04 470-7666
Email: Porsche@globe.net.nz

Registration Fee:
Membership Fee:
Family membership:

- Day Tour – Pukemiro Bush Tramway – Sunday 4 October – either meet at Bellagio’s Café, Plunket
Ave., Manukau for a 9.30am start or direct at the Tramway at 10.30am.
- Labour Weekend Tour –Saturday to Monday 24-26 October. Proposed Cambridge Tour.
- Waiuku Flying 50 Day (organised by Lotus Cars)– Saturday 24 October for those not going on the
Cambridge tour.
- Parnell Festival of Roses at Rose Gardens Display (Auckland City Event) – Sunday 1 November.
Max. of 2-3 cars required.
- Northern AGM – Sunday 15 November at 11.00am with Brunch at 11.30am. Tea & Coffee from 10:30.

Central Region
4 October Roger’s Ramble. More details to follow through “Tick of the Clock” but Roger
Lloyd will be conducting us through a full day’s drive visiting some of our stately homes
in the Wairarapa and Manawatu.
Central Region Annual General Meeting.
A weekend in November to be announced, probably in Greytown.
14 February British Car Day.
Join other members for a day in the sun at Trentham Memorial Park, Upper Hutt, and take a look
at many other cars and meet those who cherish them. As usual, all proceeds to Wellington Free
Ambulance.
National Rally 2010 and AGM 19 - 21 March.
The AGM is to be held on the morning of Sunday 21st March at the Chateau Tongariro.
More details to come regarding accommodation etc, but pencil the dates into your calendars now.

Southern Region
The MacKenzie Country and Otago Weekend from 13 to 15 November; with a visit to Irishman’s Creek Station,
is being planned, as well as an Event to Fiordland with our Club members in the Far South.
The National AGM is to be held on the morning of Sunday 21 March at the Chateau Tongariro, and we
are keen to have a Southern Region contingent present, possibly with shared transport.
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A FUN-FILLED GASTRONOMIC EVENT
THE 2010 NATIONAL MEETING 19 to 21 MARCH

Enjoy fun filled driving to and around Tongariro National Park and maybe do a bit of tyre kicking!
Visit the National Army Museum filled with the exploits and memories of our finest.
Sample fine wines from River Vineyard: Pinot Noir, Pinot Gris, and Rosé.
Relax and enjoy the luxuries of the Chateau Tongariro.
Enjoy the wide range of wonderful food and beverages available in this area, from Fine Dining to Buffet
Lunches and Breakfasts and more!
Please mark your calendars for this event.
For the convenience of those members who are unable to take the Friday off please join the group on Saturday.
More information will be forthcoming or please contact the Northern Region Committee.

New Zealand National Rally for Classic Driver - Gisborne
Classic car connoisseurs of all kinds including Rolls-Royce owners will come together in Gisborne next March for the 9th New Zealand National Classic
Car Rally.
Held alternatively in the North and South Islands, the biennial rally will be based at the A&P Showgrounds in Gisborne from Sunday 21 March till
Saturday 27 March.
Beginning with the first rally tour day on the Monday the week’s activities include three rally tour days, various optional excursions, and a public
display, Concours d’Elegance and auto-gymkhana at the A&P Showgrounds. The tour days will take entrants to a hosted visit and lunch on the Whangara
Marae featured in the “Whale Rider” movie, the amazing and unique Eastwoodhill Arboretum, and the Mahia Peninsula and Morere Hot Pools.
Various optional activities being arranged include visits to local wineries, a rock and roll evening, classic rides on the WA165 steam train, harbour cruise
on the Takatimu Tug, and an excursion to Opotiki through the Motu Gorge on the route used for the Heatway Rally.
Features of the Public Display Day will include New Zealand’s only open national Concours d’Elegance, an Auto-gymkhana and static car display in
association with the Gisborne branch of the Vintage Car Club and Surf City Hot Rod Club as a fund raiser for the Riding for the Disabled.
First held in 1995 in Christchurch, the six-day NZ National Classic Rally was previously sponsored by AA Insurance but is now supported by a range
of prestigious firms associated with the classic car
movement including NZ Classic Driver magazine.
While not a speed event there is a mildly
challenging but not compulsory competitive
element, as the primary objective is to simply
enjoy the pleasure of driving the better cars of
yesteryear along back roads and byways through
scenery seldom seen by those who remain on the
well-travelled routes.
The rally always attracts a wide range of classic
vehicles of all ages from the 1920s right up to the
latest collectable marques. Several Silver Shadows
have taken part in the past with some distinction
and at least one has already been entered in the
Gisborne event. All vehicles considered by the
owners to be classic, regardless of age or country
of origin, may take part and owners do not have
to be members of any motoring club or hold a
competition licence.
For more details Rally Co-ordinator Roy
Hughes can be contacted at 03 332 7500 or
royhsyncom@xtra.co.nz.
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Mainland Comment
One of the more pleasant quandaries of modern life is the priority
with which to deal with the flow into the household of reading
material; it sometimes seems as if two days’ worth arrives every
day, ranging from club newsletters (described as “two-minute
silences” by FoC Martin Vincent) to tomes always ready to
leap from the library shelf into our ever-optimistic hands. Book
reviews are tantalising, and give the would-be reader at least
some sense of what is being missed. A recent article in The New
Yorker (June 22 2009 issue) gave an account of writing which
has followed the 1974 book by Robert Pirsig Zen and the Art of
Motor-cycle Maintenance: An Inquiry into Values. Most of these
books promote an acquired or enhanced skill in gardening for
food, maintenance of mechanical devices rather than discarding
them, or some sort of creative activity, to boost the self-esteem
too easily atrophied by sitting and performing abstract tasks on
computer screens.
The Six Pot Group which has developed within our club is an
effort to develop the skills which will enable their oily-fingered
owners to appreciate and maintain the cars from the first 59 years
of the 20th Century, and their frequent gatherings are well reported
in these pages. Our club is inclusive, ranging from members who
enjoy a drive to a vineyard, to those who drive across the more
difficult of the world’s continents, and somewhere in the middle
is The Six Pot Group, which welcomes attendance from all club
members who think they would enjoy the experience.
The following contribution is reprinted by courtesy of the
Daimler and Lanchester Owners Spare Parts Club magazine The
Fluted Grille and the Rover Car Club Canterbury Inc magazine
Viking. It was written by its editor, Roy Hughes, and gracefully
covers an important jubilee year in automotive history.
Golden Jubilee of a Golden Age With most modern cars not
only largely look-alikes but with many marques actually sharing
the same body shell, and the UK motor industry all but extinct,

what could be considered a golden age of British car design is now
celebrating its Golden Jubilee.
Much is being made of the fiftieth anniversary of the Mini with
more than 180 examples making their way to Nelson later this year
for what looks like being a maxi mini rally. But 1959 marked the
launching date of a remarkably varied range of innovative motor
vehicles, and a surprisingly large number have become cherished
classics.
While it was soon to be absorbed by Jaguar, in 1959 the founding
firm of the British motor industry, the Daimler Motor Company
introduced its fantastic fibreglass SP 250 sports car and the Majestic
Major with their groundbreaking V8 engines in what turned out to
be a futile last bid to conquer the American market. And Jaguar
was about to launch the much improved Mark 2 version of its 3.4
litre small saloon which would lead to the creation of the Daimler
V8 and V8-250.
But the new Daimlers and Jaguars were only part of a wave
of innovative models introduced back then by the various British
motor companies; there was the Austin A40 Countryman and
the Farina-designed range of Austin, Morris and Riley models,
plus the Wolseley 6/99, and 3 Litre Vanden Plas; a new range of
Hillmans, Humbers, Singers, and Sunbeams including the first of
the series of Alpine sports cars; the Aston Martin DB4; the Rover
P5; the last and ultimate Armstrong Siddeley, the Star Sapphire;
the Standard Motor Company’s Triumph Herald; the Austin
Healey 3000; and the dramatically different 105E Ford Anglia.
And Rolls-Royce released its 6 litre V8 powered Series Two Silver
Cloud and Bentley models.
Looking now at just how many examples of those 50 year old
models are still proudly owned and driven today, we can wonder
which of the current output of our motor manufacturers will
be similarly preserved and prized in fifty years’ time. Probably
none.
Roy Hughes

The Embiricos Bentley

David Neely’s photographs show the inspiration for the modern
Bentley, by way of the Corniche, at Pebble Beach Concours in
August 2009; this car was the last Bentley raced at Le Mans, in
1951, until the triumphal return to Le Mans in 2001, and it is
appropriately parked next to EXP8, the 2001 car.
The car generally known as “The Embiricos Bentley” was built
on an early chassis in the last series before the overdrive MR
series, B27LE. Reference books are coy regarding its mechanical
modifications from standard, but it was fitted with an overdrive
gearbox giving the very high final gear ratio of 2.87:1. It was
developed through the initiative of Walter Sleator, then the manager
of the Rolls-Royce branch in Paris. The newly developed autobahn
system meant that cars could be extended for long periods beyond
their safe maximum engine speed, and Sleator was well aware of
his customers’ concerns, as were Arthur Robotham and his team
at Derby. W.A. Robotham’s book Silver Ghosts and Silver Dawn
(Constable, London 1970) is a beautifully written account of Rm’s
44 years with Rolls-Royce, and this account of The Embiricos
Bentley has been drawn from it.
André Embiricos was a racing driver from a Greek ship-owning
family, and with Walter Sleator he commissioned the French
designer Georges Paulin to draw up a body, to be built by Marcel
Pourtout at Van Vooren. Paulin also designed Peugeot bodies, and
www.nzrrbc.co.nz

there are similarities to be seen in the Peugeot 302 from the mid30s. The Munich Crisis of 1938 intervened, and Embiricos tried
to bring forward delivery of the car; it was delivered in July 1938.
Ironically since it has always been known as “The Embiricos
Bentley”, he owned it for less than a year. The Paulin body gave a
weight saving of about 150 kilograms over the standard Park Ward
body, and since it dispensed with the traditional Bentley radiator
and P100 headlamps its shape gave it a considerable advantage.
In January 1939, despite snow and ice, Sleator covered 107
miles in an hour at Montlhery racing circuit, and shortly after that a
proving trip to the autobahn was organised, with Rm accompanying
in a “standard” Van Vooren pillarless saloon. John Dugdale of The
Autocar, Jules Le Fèvre of L’Auto, and V.E. Morgan of Reuters
were invited, with Sleator driving. The winter weather on leaving
the Paris showrooms in Avenue George V was fine, and they were
able to achieve an average speed of 87 m.p.h. for a long distance
on a normal French main road as they approached the German
frontier. Fuel consumption tests showed 26 miles per gallon at a
constant 60 m.p.h. and 21 m.p.g. at a constant 80 m.p.h. On the
autobahn there were long patches of ice where the concrete was
shaded, but Sleator managed to average 112 m.p.h. for 5 minutes,
and a photograph taken at that time from the back seat appeared
in The Autocar. The car did 1,000 miles during this trip, which
must have been treated as a last tasting of gastronomic delights
before the prospect of war, and Le Fèvre’s published account
concentrated on the food and drink, rather than Dugdale’s more
technical report.
On 18 July 1939 Captain George Eyston covered 114 miles in
an hour at Brooklands despite strong winds and constant drizzle.
Presumably at that time the car sprouted the obligatory bonnet
strap which it wore for much of its life. Four days later the
car was displayed for sale in the Conduit St showrooms, and in
August it was bought by H.S.F. Salton Hay of Cornwall. It stayed
in that family’s ownership until 1969, and was enthusiastically
driven and modified with additional vents, wheel spats off or on,
as necessary for its racing career in Hay’s hands. By 1949 the
car had covered 60,000 miles and came 6th at Le Mans. In 1950
it finished 12th, and at its last appearance there in 1951, having by
that time covered 125,000 miles, it finished 14th; it was hampered
by generator failure.
In 1971 the car was repainted and re-trimmed from its original
gun-metal grey with tan leather to blue with biscuit, but as may be
seen from David’s photographs it has been restored by its present
owners, Arturo and Deborah Keller of Petaluma, California, to the
form in which it first appeared.
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25 Years of Bespoke Luxury Options for the Discerning Buyer

Coutts Cars, 150 Great North Road, Auckland, in the early 1980s

For over a quarter of a century, the Giltrap Group has enjoyed
a proud association with the Bentley and Rolls-Royce marques,
which now sees Independent Prestige carry the Bentley franchise
in Auckland.
It was in early 1983 that Rolls-Royce cars first appeared at
Coutts Cars, then based at 150 Great North Road, Grey Lynn - the
site where Independent Prestige currently offers Bentleys. Later,
both marques were also available at 101 Great North Road Grey
Lynn, which now houses Giltrap City Toyota. This dual presence
at different locations may have been unusual, but it meant that the
exposure of both cars to the Auckland market was consequently
doubled.
If the discerning motorist, keen to purchase one of the world’s
most luxurious vehicles, was to step into either dealership back in
the mid-1980’s, which Rolls-Royce or Bentley models would they
find awaiting them?
For something a little stately, one could consider the gracious
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit – the first Rolls-Royce to feature the
retractable Spirit of Ecstasy, or the Silver Spur – the long wheelbase
alternative of the Silver Spirit. And if one wanted to combine
bespoke luxury with high performance, then they could select a
Bentley Mulsanne, named after the famed ‘Mulsanne Straight’ the stretch of the Le Mans circuit where cars reach their highest
speeds; or the Bentley Turbo R which replace the Mulsanne
Turbo and used a fuel injected version of the same engine. For the
ultimate in 2-door, 4-seater convertible luxury, the Bentley Azure
would be an easy choice, with its elegant top-down motoring. This
is indeed a tough decision, clearly involving multiple test drives to
the golf club and intense discussion amongst friends…
In the ‘90s the illustrious lineage of models available new in
6

New Zealand continued, to include the Bentley Brooklands saloon
which followed the Mulsanne and Bentley Eight models, and
was a sound option if one’s New Car budget didn’t quite extend
far enough for a Turbo R. The Brooklands was replaced by the
Bentley Arnage in 1998 which, for a brief period, was the fastest
and most powerful four-door saloon in the world. Its Rolls-Roycebranded sibling, the Silver Seraph was also introduced in 1998
but was out-distanced by the Arnage, which ceases production
this year – only to be replaced by a ground-breaking new Bentley
revealed this month (more on this later).
The Bentley Continental R, the first Bentley to feature a body that
wasn’t shared with a Rolls-Royce model since 1965, was a popular
choice for well-heeled buyers looking for a large, expensive,
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The same premises, now Bentley Auckland, in September 2009, showing the current selection of Bentleys available. Bentley Auckland photographs.

luxury coupé, and these were manufactured from 1991 to 2002 –
truly an auspicious year, which sadly saw the last Crewe-produced
Rolls-Royce ever, a Silver-Storm-colour convertible Corniche.
In the Bentley showroom at Independent Prestige today, one
can feast their eyes on a dazzling range of Bentley Continentals,
including the GT Coupe (2003), Flying Spur saloon (2005), GT
Convertible (2007) and GT Speed (2008). Independent Prestige are
also eagerly awaiting the Continental Supersports – Bentley’s first
bio-fuel offering; and are very satisfied to have sold Australasia’s

www.nzrrbc.co.nz

first Continental GT Convertible Speed, due for delivery in
November this year to a loyal Bentley devotee.
And the ground-breaking new Bentley, unveiled in August
at the Pebble Beach Concours D’Elegance and presented at
the Frankfurt Motor Show this month? The all-new Bentley
Mulsanne - conceived, styled and engineered entirely at Bentley’s
headquarters in Crewe, England. The Mulsanne, with its
completely new platform, goes into production next year in a new
state-of-the-art manufacturing facility within the Crewe factory.
Orders are being accepted now for the very finest in comfort,
effortless performance and handcrafted refinements, offering
the world’s most exclusive driving experience.
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News

Bruce McIlroy’s Silver Ghost 60ZG has had some more
development. In the 1960s tyres of the correct size were
unobtainable, so many cars had their wheels rebuilt to take the
closest tyres to the original which were being manufactured. Had
this not happened, of course, many of the early Silver Ghosts
and their contemporaries would have been lost. Brian Black in
Christchurch is now manufacturing new rims in whatever size and
configuration are required, and since 60ZG was having its first
engine overhaul in 80 years, Bruce took the opportunity to have
new wheel rims to the original size made, spoked to the original
wheel centres. He has found that the car’s handling has been
transformed, with light and accurate steering and tracking, and
impeccable behaviour on gravel roads.
Bruce McIlroy Ltd has recently had the considerable honour
of being appointed the South Island’s only Bentley Service Agent,
extending the cars authorised to be in their care from the previous
2002 model year to current models. There are 25 or so of the most
recent examples of the marque resident south of Cook Strait.

John Ferguson, the recently elected Chairman of the Rolls-Royce
and Bentley Touring Club (Inc), is an FoC, and regularly attends
Southern Region events. Back when he was a National Committee
member of our club he wrote an article for our then editor, Anthony
Dacre, and it appeared in Magazine 03-6.
The article described the acquisition of John’s Phantom III 3DL22, a
Thrupp & Maberly razor-edged Touring Limousine, while the family
was on O.E. in Scotland in 1992. An advertisement in the RollsRoyce Enthusiasts’ Club Advertiser caught John’s eye, describing
it as “an uncompleted restoration, not for the faint-hearted”, and
simple mathematics will show that 17 years have now passed since
then, fifteen of which have been spent on its completion.
On 13 September our member Stephen Fowler co-organised a
Treasure Hunt for the Touring Club, and that event was the first
official outing for 3DL22 since completion of the restoration and
compliance with NZLTA regulations. As you can see from the
photograph, which also shows Bruce McIlroy’s Silver Ghost 60ZG,
the car looks magnificent in its original colour of birch grey.
Members of the Southern
Region Committee have
spent some time checking
out the route, cafés, and
accommodation for the
Moeraki/MacKenzie
Country run which will
take place from 13 to 15
November. This promises
to be a good event, with
over 30 participants in a
variety of cars, including
three Phantoms, from
Derby and Crewe. It is still
not quite too late to register
for the weekend, with seats
also available in members’
cars. Contact Michael
Midgley at (03) 315 6445
midgleym@xtra.co.nz.
Olly Newland reports
“Please note that I have
taken out of storage
my
Rolls-Royce reg.
DTK 768, for daily use.
This is a 1995 Spur 1V
(LWB) Magnolia and cream
interior 76 kms in mint cond.
I plan to change the current
plates to an existing plates
I have on hold : ‘RRM’”.
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Southern Region Report
& Falashi, and Chapron. The client who has commissioned the
Delahaye work had recently to be dissuaded from sending another
five cars, for the work flow has to be carefully managed within the
terms of the carnet granted by NZ Customs, ensuring that the cars
are here for just the one year, renewable to a two year, time span.
One particularly interesting project is the Silver Dawn SMF72,
which was exported in chassis form to Uruguay in 1953, the
engine following later, presumably for reasons of duty payable.
A right-hand-drive car quite late in the 4½ litre date range, this
Silver Dawn had “Export” heavy-duty bumpers, “Home” single
air cleaner, single Stromberg carburettor, manual gearbox, but
the R100 headlamps usually found only on the larger Silver
Wraith cars. The two-door drop-head body was built in steel, and
although it displays some features quite similar to much later Silver
Shadow contours, the whole project, which has so far gone on for
18 months, is a major reconstruction to improve upon the work
done in Montevideo. New headlamp fairings to house a similar
lamp treatment to the normal Silver Dawn have been made. Your
reporter is grateful to Martin Vincent for the information on this
unique car, whose article about this car appeared in The RollsRoyce and Bentley Touring Club’s magazine Issue 10 of March
– April 2009.
We were also able to see the paint shop, where a new Morgan
has been stripped and re-painted to the customer’s satisfaction,
authorised by the Morgan Company, whose finish did not fulfil its
owner’s expectations. We are very grateful to Allan and the staff
of Auto Restorations, and look forward to any opportunity to visit
them again.
Lunch had been arranged at Pomeroy’s Old Brewery Inn, a
surely Rumpolesque establishment, but actually run by Steve
Pomeroy, and the thirteen or so of us had an excellent lunch.
We were concerned that we would still be enjoying it when we
were due to meet Ann and Malcolm Graham at Keith Hunter’s
“playpen”, but happily they joined us at Pomeroy’s, Malcolm’s
work commitment over for the day. We had the address of Autovia
Ltd, and Christchurch’s grid system being what it is, we went by
several routes to arrive and park at this pleasant suburban Shirley
location together.
Keith Hunter covers large mileages in his professional capacity,
and has resolved to enjoy each drive as much as possible. He
has amassed (surely the correct word) an
interesting and eclectic
stable of cars, each in
fine condition or being
returned to that state.
ID Citröen, Alfa Romeo,
Lancia, Mercedes, Riley,
Bentley, and Rolls-Royce
are all represented,
and then there are the
motorcycles. Autovia
has links to the final
product of the old Riley
Company in 1938, a 3litre three camshaft V8
with coachwork by H.J.
Mulliner in saloon or
limousine form. Very
few of them were built,
and none came to New
Zealand, but RollsRoyce bought one for
evaluation.
Autovia
is also Spanish for
motorway.
Across town for the
Southern
Region’s
Annual
General
Meeting,
where
last
Ian Jefferis’s Red Label Bentley Arnage SCBLC31E12CH08264.

It has been a fairly nasty winter down here, and a Garage Raid
seemed to give a bit of control over whatever weather happened.
On 22 August we planned to meet at Auto Restorations at 10 a.m.,
then meet for lunch, visit our committee member Keith Hunter’s
“play-pen” and “holding pen”, and then hold our Annual General
Meeting at the local secretary’s home. The parking area at Auto
Restorations was graced by five Rolls-Royces; 1924 Silver Ghost
60ZG, Silver Cloud II, two Silver Shadows, a Silver Shadow II
SRH35181; and five Bentleys, a 1937 4¼ litre B175KU, 1951
Mark VI “Big Bore, Small Boot” B274MN, 1955 S1 B282AN,
T1 SBH10636, and Red Label Arnage SCBLC31E12CH08264.
This was Ian Jefferis’s, and their first Club event, and he had to
leave before lunch to drive this immaculate Peacock Blue car to
Kaikoura, but Ann and Malcolm Graham arrived at lunch in their
Turbo R RCH54119 to maintain the Bentley/Rolls-Royce ratio.
Auto Restorations was formed about 38 years ago by three
partners who had decided that the best way to make progress on
their various restoration projects was to establish a workshop
and employ some suitable craftsmen. They soon attracted other
clients’ work, and the firm has gone from strength to strength,
producing up to ten Class Winners at the Pebble Beach Concours.
We were welcomed by the manager, Allan Wylie, who has been
with the firm for 25 years. On Saturday mornings the staff are not
officially at work, but many bring their own projects to work on
using the firm’s facilities, so we were treated to the sight of a 1925
O.M. arriving.
The cars being worked on, for a mix of New Zealand and overseas
clients, included two (!) 8-litre Hispano-Suizas, one of which will
be supercharged, and the other of which has a replica of the famous
“tulip-wood” body originally built for André Dubonnet and raced
by him in the Targa Florio; two Grand Prix Alfa Romeos of the
1930s and a 6-cylinder pillar-less saloon; a Type 57 Bugatti pillarless saloon; a 30/98 Vauxhall; a Talbot 110; and more Delahayes
than you are ever likely to see in one place at one time. To see
marques which were competitors for Rolls-Royce and Bentley
before and after the War is always instructive, and of course The
Company was always alert to others’ activities. Delahaye were one
of the first French motor manufacturers, and after taking over the
ailing Delage firm in 1935 their conventional chassis and engine
(closely related to the company’s commercial vehicle power
units) were clothed in exotic coachwork by firms such as Figoni
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year’s committee was re-elected, future events were discussed, and
some time was spent discussing local issues. The Southern Region
had provided some wine and finger food, which were enjoyed before
we dispersed to our various other commitments.

Fine adornments for a driveway are Malcolm Graham’s Turbo R RCH54119;
Geoff Walls’s Mark VI B274MN; Anthony Dacre’s S1 B282AN, with Bruce
McIlroy’s 60ZG just peeking into the photograph.

A Garage Raid could be considered a Bloke’s Activity, but Ann Graham, seen
on the left, is as keen on her 1964 Ford Mustang as Malcolm is on his Turbo
R. Here we are at Keith Hunter’s “Holding Pen” with Keith’s James Young
bodied Silver Cloud III SJR621C in the foreground.

(Left and Above) Post- and pre-war Delahayes at Auto Restorations; the post-war
cars had De Dion rear axles with a quite different chassis, despite coachwork,
ideally enhanced by Josephine Baker’s presence, being in many cases similar.
That is a local 30/98 Vauxhall behind the black Delahaye.

(Left) Type 57 Bugatti pillar-less saloon; beyond it the Silver Dawn RollsRoyce SMF72, Uruguayan body being modified.
( Above) Keith Hunter has identified this Ferrari as one of the most desirable
V12 examples, and would quite like to add it to his collection, while Michael
Midgley’s attention has been diverted elsewhere.
10
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Central Region Report
Oxymorons reign supreme.
The Constructors’ Car Club decided to have an economy run to see how some of their home-builts and seriously modified cars would
perform in these days of greenhouse gases and carbon footprints. And it was then suggested that the Daimler and Rolls-Royce Clubs
might like to get involved too.
Having picked ourselves up off the floor after bouts of hysterical laughter, we couldn’t really refuse, especially when we learned
that the results would be calculated on the basis of ton.miles per gallon or whatever the metric equivalent is, so we would have some
chance of maintaining a little dignity when the final results were decided.
Accordingly three Rolls-Royces, captained by Messrs Purdy, Tilley and Warner together with their usual load of passengers, set off
with full tanks from McDonalds at Porirua and headed up SH 1 in the company of two Daimlers and a few other gas-guzzlers in the
form of an Aston Martin DB5, Almac TC (Cobra replica), Lancia Stratos and several lesser (more economical?) machines. Friends of
friends in the local constabulary had arranged for the Plimmerton truck-weighing station to be opened up so that was our first stop, or
rather, crawl-through, to get accurate weights of each car.
From Plimmerton, it was up to Queen Elizabeth Park and then back down SH1 and over the Paekakariki Hill, over the Haywards
Hill, down SH2 to the Ngauranga Gorge and back to Porirua, but going through the Tawa town centre. Thus we covered some 58
miles over a reasonably varied range of traffic and road conditions, prior to filling up again and handing in our results to the mighty
computer. After a few hours’ nervous wait, we were given the following figures:
Best car of all
RR Silver Shadow
RR Silver Shadow
RR Silver Cloud II
Others for comparison

Toyota Celica
48.28 mpg
83.16 ton.mpg
Roy Tilley
15.93 mpg
37.01 ton.mpg
Martin Purdy
14.91 mpg
35.06 ton.mpg
Merv Warner
13.38 mpg
31.07 ton.mpg
Aston Martin DB5
17.76 mpg
36.00 ton.mpg
Daimler SP250
35.28 mpg
45.14 ton.mpg
Daimler V8 saloon
25.22 mpg
40.46 ton.mpg
Ford Falcon 5.0 litre
26.03 mpg
44.84 ton.mpg
Lancia Stratos
39.99 mpg
40.54 ton.mpg
Worst car of all
Fraser (Lotus replica) 7
23.88 mpg
24.21 ton.mpg
So, we weren’t the best (in terms of economy) and we weren’t the worst, and it was an amusing and different day out, so thanks to
Dave Bray and his cohorts at the Constructors’ Car Club. Other regions may wish to copy, if only to defend yourselves against lounge
bar arguments.
RMT

Chairman’s Notes
Well my last notes were written in the turmoil that is London and now that Lois and I are home in New Zealand I realise just how
fortunate we are to live here. Those of you who have visited the U.K. will know that the density of traffic spoils the joy of any motoring
adventure. Years ago I heard Lord Montagu, at the start of a major rally, say that New Zealand is the last place in the world where
one could really enjoy motoring with little traffic and relatively good roads. The situation in the U.K. hasn’t got any better in the
intervening years. The only exception is Auckland in rush hour which I venture to say is now worse than most parts of London.
With spring now upon us, it is time for those with drop head cars to dust off those convertible tops and prepare to enjoy some open
driving. Once the replacement hood is finished on our Mark VI, we intend to suspend the work so that we can do exactly that and we
will resume the rolling restoration next winter. It’s going to be a great car for the summer.
As a result of Jim Sawers’s letter to the editor in the last issue of this magazine, I took it upon myself to contact the Touring Club in
Christchurch and I had a long chat with Alan Shaw. Alan and I have a good relationship and I can approach him on a very friendly basis.
The end result is that they are perfectly happy to carry on doing their own thing and nothing we say will bring them back into our ranks
at this point. Many of the members of our club belong to the Touring Club and vice versa so the result is that as long as we keep a
friendly relationship going between us, the members of both clubs have the best of both worlds as they have, in effect, two committees
working for them. The tragedy is that if our present constitution had been in force at the time of the split, it may never have happened
as it seems to address many of their issues. However, we can’t re-write history so get out there and enjoy your cars, which is the object
of both organisations in the first place. There is presently no animosity between the two clubs and I sincerely hope we can keep it that
way. Remember we are a car club and not a political party.
My one regret this month is that Lois and I had to turn down the chance of a long weekend tour of Otago. We are getting to the time
of the year when there are just too many functions and we have given a commitment to attend the Northern region A.G.M.
I feel that I have to give a fore warning about the need for our subscription level to be discussed at the next National A.G.M. Almost
all our members seem very happy with the new look of our magazine and with a degree of advertising it is actually working out at less
cost per member than the former A5 layout. I personally would not want a great deal more advertising but we could not operate with
any less. It is proving increasingly difficult to secure any new advertisers so we must look forward to how we sustain the production.
The options are clear. Either we reduce the number of pages or we reduce the number of issues per year. Alternatively, we could
find a little more advertising or we could raise the annual subscription a little. Philip Eilenberg and I are currently working on some
new budget ideas which can go to the A.G.M. but I ask you to remember that we have maintained the same level of subscription for
some years now and a modest increase would not be out of place. We have only survived this last two years because, with the new
constitution, and a very much reduced National Executive, we have been able to keep the cost of running the Executive committee down
to practically zero.
Please note that membership renewal invoices will be posted out to you during the next month or so. These will be at the old rate of
$95, reducible to $75 if paid within 30 days of receipt.
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Six Pot Group Magnetofest by George Urquhart

(From Left) George Urquhart, Glynn Williams, Richard Green, Jon Cooke, and Bruce Madgwick; Philip Eilenberg’s photograph.

The Madgwick residence was the venue for a meeting on July 26th
2009 to tap into the store of knowledge on magnetos that Bruce
has acquired over many years. This is just part of his devotion
to a wide section of the automotive trade. Both Bruce and wife
Wilma are key members of the Horseless Carriage Club, Wilma
being the long serving secretary. Five of our Six Pot Group plus
their partners are also members of this lively club and enjoy their
active programme.
Wilma’s dedicated service as Secretary to the Otahuhu Historical
Society spanning 25 years earned her an award in the form of the
Q.S.M. (Queen’s Service Medal).
A shared lunch, picnic style, around tables and chairs on the
lawn between the house and garage in welcome sunshine, created
a pleasant and relaxed atmosphere for the eleven of us enthusiasts.
It was also the time that newcomers took the opportunity to
inspect the Madgwicks’ very desirable and beautifully restored
1913 Belgian F.N., made by the arms manufacturer in Liege,
along with a 1928 Top Hat Austin Seven and a well maintained
Wolseley 1300. A section of the garage and workshop also houses
Bruce’s extensive collection of special hand tools of yesteryear. If
you need to reset the teeth on your band saw blade, restore threads
that are now obsolete, or perhaps plane the round wooden felloes
of your veteran road wheels these old trade tools are but a few of
this treasure trove. One of the nine aficionado visitors present was
the first timer, Jon Cooke, who is a past chairman of NZRR&B
Club Northern Region. I don’t have difficulty remembering the
registration number of his 20-25 as it is 1933RR, whereas my
number plate is RR1933.
Prior to getting our teeth into the main topic we inspected a 1925
Model Cadillac V8 engine that Bruce is currently assembling.
This imaginatively designed and creatively engineered power
plant was a joy to marvel at and ponder over. Bruce is no stranger
to working on classic vintage engines and has an impressive tally
12

that includes a Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost, and other PMCs.
His collection of various Magnetos covers makes such as
Bosch, Simms, ML, BTH, but the only Watford on show was the
model RW1 taken from Jon Cooke’s 20-25. Bruce’s collection
dates from early 1900s to the 1950s and made a very impressive
display. He related the realisation of the early internal combustion
engineers that a low tension spark was inhibiting development,
and that a high tension discharge into a sparking plug could
supersede the troublesome combustion chamber sparking contact
points. Often activated by a spike on the piston crown and subject
to the contaminants of a hot and oily environment, one has to
wonder how they could work for other than a short period.
Until WW1 forced the allies to establish their own magneto
production sources, the Bosch plant at Stuttgart produced 80% of
the World’s consumption. There was a frantic rush to satisfy the
demand of the war but it was also a time that the German quality
was surpassed.
The development and continuing improvement saw for
instance the Watford used by Rolls-Royce which incorporated a
movable sleeve. This allowed full efficiency when retarded for
starting, a problem for other manufacturers whose product lacked
this refinement. Without it, a magneto’s output was reduced
considerably at a time when the best and hottest spark was required
– e.g., starting from cold.
Amongst this collection of magnetos, John Stewart noticed
a very early American Splitdorf. This triggered a recollection
related to a very similar magneto. This is John’s story “Back in the early ‘30s Keith Cutten and his cousin imported a
Miller special racing car from USA with the intention of beach
racing, and possibly setting some speed records on Muriwai
beach. This was a straight eight front wheel drive machine with
impressive race pedigree in its own country. However, it never
ran very well here, and one of the problems appeared to relate
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