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SUBSCRIPTION
MEMBERSHIP of the New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club Inc. is open to those of any age,
including their spouses, partners and family, with an interest in these two distinguished marques,
whether or not they are the owner of a Rolls-Royce or Bentley motorcar. Your Membership
SUBSCRIPTION includes the Club Magazine (6 issues annually) the right to attend all Club
events and activities and the right to partake in all aspects of Club management.
FEES:		
		
		

Registration Fee
$10.00 (once only)
Membership Fee $75.00 (annually)
Family Membership $5.00 (annually)

CONTACT
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Membership Registrar
NZ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club Inc
Barry Clark
46 Windermere Road
Christchurch 8002
New Zealand
Phone/Fax 03 352 1037
Email: artworx@clear.net.nz
www.nzrrbc.co.nz for APPLICATION FORM

Club Shop
 BOOKS
From the Shadow’s Corner by Cal West, Product Support Manager, Rolls-Royce Motors Inc, USA. A
compilation of technical articles, specific to the Silver Shadow and its derivatives, reprinted from The Flying
Lady. We will include with this a set of reprints from Know Your Silver Shadow featured in the Club magazine
in recent years. $80 per copy including P & P.
Silver Cloud/S Series Reprints 1955-1966: A compilation of technical articles from The Flying Lady specific to
the Silver Cloud and S Series. $20 per copy including P & P.
 NZRR&BC CAR BADGES
Of the original design but made in stainless steel are now available at $60 each.
Send your order with cheque made out to “New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club” to: Roy Tilley,
Technical Liaison Officer, 204a Waiwhetu Road, LOWER HUTT.
 CHASSIS RECORDS
The Company’s Construction Records, which accompanied every Rolls-Royce and Bentley (since 1931)
chassis throughout its production at Derby or Crewe are a valuable resource for subsequent owners. They
show details of the original order, any special equipment supplied, and the results of tests and inspections
carried out prior to dispatch. The records for all cars over 10 years old are held by the RREC in the UK, and
copies are available to members of that Club at a price which has to reflect not only the cost of photocopying
and postage but also the cost of maintaining a valuable archive resource and employing a full-time archivist.
The number of A4 pages for early cars may vary from two or three up to 20 or more, depending upon how
much work and subsequent servicing was carried out by the Company and its agents. Records for a Silver
Shadow can amount to 50 or more pages and are likely to cost around $NZ150 but will be a worthwhile
addition to any owner’s library. For details of how to obtain a copy of your car’s records, contact the Club’s
Technical Liaison Officer, Roy Tilley, on 04 566 0850
e-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz
 ADVERTISING – pages 26 to 32
Classified advertisements (monochrome) pertaining to Rolls-Royce and Bentley matters are free to Financial
Members who do not deal regularly in Rolls-Royce or Bentley cars or services. All classified advertisements
must be submitted in writing to the Editor, Tom King, Phone 03 339 8309, e-mail the.king@xtra.co.nz 191
Sparks Road, Christchurch 8025. The publication of commercial advertisements, or any advertising in colour,
will be the subject of a charge to the advertiser. Colour advertisements are charged at $260 per half page
and $300 for full page, payable to the NZRR&BC Inc.

www.nzrrbc.co.nz



Northern Region

Club Calendar 2007-1

Sunday 4 February Galaxy of Cars at MOTAT,
Western Springs.
Sunday 11 February: Intermarque Concours and
Classic Car Display at Ellerslie

Central Region

Sunday 4 February; Dannevirke Lions are again
organising a “Wheels with Attitude” show and
swap meet, which will take place at the Dannevirke
Showgrounds.
Sunday 18 February: British Car Day
Tuesday 6 to Sunday 11 March: National Rally
and AGM
Sunday 1 April:Kapiti Island visit with Daimler
Club
April/May: Possible outing to the Kapiti Coast.
October: Annual North and Central Meeting

Southern

Sunday 25 February: Gymkhana at Stephen Fowler’s property “Shangri-La”
Tuesday 6 to Sunday 11 March: East Cape National Rally
Sunday 1 April: April Fool’s Run
Sunday 27 May: Run for lunch at the Blue Duck Café, Motukarara, with a visit to the
cars in John Ferguson’s care.
Saturday/Sunday 14/15 July: Mid-Winter Weekend at Mt Cook

Overseas Club News
From: Sabu Advani <fleditor@rroc.org>
Subject: IAMC awards
This is to inform you that I just received word that we have not only won another award - gold
- at the International Automotive Media Conference, we have won the title BEST OF DIVISION
in the “Best Single Issue” category. The Division winner is the highest-scoring entry from among
the Gold [98 points or better] winners. (For those who don’t know, we have several silver and gold
medals under our belt already.)
I had previously told only Mark and Ruben that The Flying Lady had also been selected, several
weeks ago, to be one of only FIVE [out of hundreds of entrants] voters for the International
Automotive Media Award for Lifetime Achievement. Being asked to cast that vote is already a highlevel distinction and surely a result of our multi-year track record with the IAMC (BTW, there were
four candidates, mine was Karl Ludvigsen. He didn’t win but Jim Dunne did. Jim has been Detroit
Editor of Popular Mechanics for the past 21 years and is a veteran auto writer/spy photographer.
Karl’s books are superlative and true milestones in their respective areas. If nothing else, these
names illustrate in what lofty company we travel these days!)
Mainland
Comment
To all of you who
had a hand in this success, my continued and profound thanks.
Onwards and Upwards...

Membership

Sabu Advani



RR&B Issue 07-1 2007

Mainland Comment
Here is 2007 and all its possibilities, made all
the more tantalising in that New Zealanders
get first try at each day. Oh dear, the
responsibility!
Several articles for the magazine are
in the works, and please let me know what
sort of material appeals, what doesn’t, and
in general take ownership of your magazine.
Unless forced, this magazine will contain no
“bling”, no celebrities without surnames, and
will not follow our newspapers in their peevish
dropping of courtesy titles.
A bit of leisure time to catch up with
reading, listening, and watching at this time of
year is precious, and I hope you have had the
time available to do just that while you watch
the rain fall and wait for spring to arrive.
One of our Mainland members
has borrowed batches of old car magazines
from the Vintage Car Club’s library and of
course they make for fascinating reading.
Fifty years ago Stirling Moss had missed out
on winning the World Championship to Juan
Manuel Fangio, and in the October 1956
issue of Motor Sport a BP advertisement
tells us what Moss drives. It is a Standard 8
fitted with a tuned Standard 10 engine, and it
purportedly runs well on the new 100 octane
BP Super petrol. I don’t know whether I am
more tempted by “Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost
chassis, complete and in tip-top mechanical
condition. Five new tyres, rewired etc at £50”,
or “Another as above but fitted with rather
smart 2-seater coachwork £85.” In any case,
Vintage Autos’ advertisement (66 London
Road, Tooting, telephone MITcham 3951,
says “We have just driven both these cars
down from the North of England and their
mechanical condition is really spot-on.” We
also have “One of Many Valspar Testimonials”
by F.W. King, who writes “Dear Sirs, I thought
that perhaps the enclosed photograph of
my 1930 Morris Oxford might be of interest
to you. The colours used were: Nile Green
for the body, Bright Green for the top of the
bonnet and doors, and wings and engine,
with rear petrol tank, scuttle ventilators and
www.nzrrbc.co.nz

engine fan finished in Cardinal Red. The
effect with silver wheels and brake drums,
aluminium strips and chromium radiator
lamps, badges, etc, can be better appreciated
from the photograph. In conclusion, I would
like to say how pleased I was with the finish I
obtained with such a minimum of preparation,
also that, with such quick-drying properties,
I was able to use the car the same evening.
This letter is written as a tribute from a very
satisfied user.”
If you have book vouchers as
Christmas presents available, one possibility
is Backfire by Alan Clark, edited by Robert
Coucher, Weidenfeld & Nicholson, London
2001 $79.95. You may remember the Sunday
evenings when we could sit for an hour,
uninterrupted by commercial barrage, and
watch Civilisation on television, presented by
Kenneth Clark. The late Hon. Alan was Lord
Clark’s son, and one of Margaret Thatcher’s
favourites, a British Cabinet member 198692, and MP for Plymouth 1974-92, Kensington
and Chelsea 1997-99.
Notorious for
many things, amongst which having a good
time featured prominently, he wrote columns
for several British publications, many of which
are gathered in Backfire. Because there are
seldom publication dates given, this is an
interesting if often infuriating book which you
may enjoy. The article, probably from the
late 1960s, on the then under-rated Derby
Bentleys is excellent.
The price guide in that article reflects
what I heard from the Dray brothers, Colin and
Allan, who in 1962 brought back from Britain
the 3½ litre Thrupp and Maberly saloon
now owned by Gavin Bain in Christchurch.
By trying hard, the Dray brothers were able
to induce slight clutch slippage on this well
used car, so became owners of it for £120.
As I write, B169MX, a Park Ward saloon in
cream and light blue, with green carpet and
fawn upholstery, is available on TradeMe from
a Japanese warehouse for $NZ185000.



Membership Changes
We welcome the following new members:

Gwen & Brian Frecker
P O Box 25 135
St Heliers, Auckland
2005 Bentley Continental GT FRECKS

Richard Waterson
Rivendel
322 No1 Road
Te Puke
1987 Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit NQ5983
Tim Wittermans
1/54 Grotto Street
Onehunga, Auckland
1972 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow UM2104

We note with great regret
the resignations of:
Arthur Moore
Henry & Joy Green
Phil & Gene Eyre
Alan Shaw
John Ferguson
David Spalding
Barry Clark
Stephen Fowler
Kris McVicar
Martin Vincent

Selwyn Houry & Michael Milne
6 Summer Street
Ponsonby, Auckland
1980 Rolls-Royce Camargue RRCI
1969 Rolls-Royce Corniche 1969RR
Douglas Majors & Kathryn Butler
8 Halcombe Road
Feilding
1973 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow AFL154
Dean Gillat & Jeffrey Jones
40 Hawker Street
Mt Victoria, Wellington
1960 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud II DN2684
1955 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud I GJ4550
Neil & Beth Hollebone
21 Busby Hill
Havelock North
1983 Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit CMH724
Brian Salmon
115A Barrett Street
New Plymouth
1998 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur RRSS1
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Stephens Island Comment
Just after I had finished the normal editorial
spufflings I was advised of the changes to the
Club membership reflected on the opposite
page.
New Zealanders who remember their
geography lessons from primary school will
be aware of this rocky island in Cook Strait,
home to the Tuatara and the Stephens Island
Frog. It doesn’t have any roads navigable by
a Rolls-Royce or a Bentley, and its position
would place it outside Northern Region, Central
Region, and Southern Region. This is therefore
an appropriate place from which to address
some comments from the editor. As an ex
officio member of both the National Executive
and the Southern Region Committee, without
any voting rights, I have a position of isolation.
Stormy seas may break on me, but here I sit.
I have been aware of some
longstanding controversies. In the hope of
their resolution or dissipation I have refrained
from writing about them in the magazine.
That was probably a mistake.
Perhaps what was needed was some publicity
which might have led to some banging of heads
together, and I greatly regret the sequence of
events and misunderstandings which have
led to a secession of the Southern Region’s
delegates to the National Executive and most
of the Southern Region’s Committee from the
New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club
(Inc).
The rise in the cost of travel over
the past several years meant that face to
face meetings of the National Executive were
replaced by telephone conferences. That cut
the cost, but multiple telephone connections
meant that the conferences, which tended to
be very long, were still expensive, costs being
borne by the individual members until an
eventual reimbursement by the Club Treasurer.
The telephone conference is unsatisfactory for
several reasons. Body language cannot be
interpreted, discussions and comments tend
to recede into the sort of “rhubarb rhubarb”
aural soup we remember from the Goon Show,
accurate minutes are impossible to record, and
then individual memories can differ from that
record.
E-mail conferences seemed to be
a feasible alternative, but they can go on for
many weeks, and if there is any controversy
it has been all too easy to press the “send”
button and send an intemperate response at
www.nzrrbc.co.nz

the speed of light. Some recipients may cherish
these messages, so that they can be mused
upon at length, but it is just as easy to press
the “delete” button.
That the present Club Constitution is
cumbersome and lacking in many respects is
widely agreed. For instance, the absence of
a proxy vote means that the minority able to
attend the Annual General Meeting on the other
side of that pesky Cook Strait can feell that
their views are not heard or considered. A subcommittee to formulate a new Constitution for
the Club was convened several years ago, but
eventually disbanded with no clear resolution.
Several members of the Southern Region
undertook another writing of a constitution,
this time incorporating a provision for individual
incorporation of the regions within the Club’s
umbrella. This organisation works well in
other car clubs, including the Vintage Car
Club of New Zealand (Inc) and the Rover and
Mercedes clubs.
At the Southern Region’s 2005
Annual General Meeting this concept was
unanimously carried, and when presented
to the National Club’s 2006 Annual General
Meeting at Easter 2006 in Christchurch it was
met with approval perhaps best described as
“guarded”.
Despite the perceived advantages of
a streamlined and much more cost effective
organisation, and after the apparent switching
from the point of view in our Chairman’s
positive statement in 06-3, the members who
had worked toward this came up against a
stone wall of opposition. Legall or quasi-legal
interpretation of individual words in our old
Constitution led to a complete shutting down
of discussion of the proposed constitution and
individuall incorporation, and at a meeting of
the Southern Region Committee on 5 January
those present resigned from the Club. Perhaps
they will join again, but I understand that a new
club has been incorporated.
So here I sit on my rocky island. I was
unable to attend the meeting on 5 January, so
was spared that embarrassment, but since the
readership for whom I write has diminished
significantly I feel somewhat disconsolate,
and I will have to seriously consider whether
I should stand for the position of editor for the
next year.



Regional Reports
Northern Region
AGM and Dinner

This was one of our best yet. Romfords,
the venue for this event on Tamaki Drive
provides uninterrupted views both up the
harbour towards downtown Auckland, and
in the opposite direction towards St Heliers
with Browns, Motuihe and Waiheke Islands
beyond. With another event on at the same
location, the parking was tight but not so to
cause us any concern. Just in case, we had
a security guard to keep an eye on our cars.
Indeed, talking about cars, it was really nice
to see Stephen Atkinson’s Rolls-Royce Silver
Cloud arrive after going through months of
mostly mechanical restoration following years
of neglect hidden away in the late Ken White’s
garage.
A live Jazz band provided a wonderful
background of music to this festive occasion.
The buffet menu was excellent and included
the favourites for the main course and dessert
and many of us enjoyed wines and beers
courtesy of the generosity of our sponsor
BENTLEY AUCKLAND. Members came from
far and wide to enjoy the evening, the longest

distance being travelled by Ray and Shirley
Scampton who came down from Whangarei
to receive the award for best overall car in the
new Northern Region Concours D’Elegance.
At the AGM meeting which preceded
dinner, Max Morris announced that he was
declining election after having served the
region for many years. Max has been a strong
supporter of the region and we will miss his
contribution. I am sure we will continue to
see him and his cars at our events for many
years to come. The following members were
elected: Northern Chairman, Rod Newport;
Northern Secretary, Philip Eilenberg; Northern
Treasurer, Naomi Neill; Committee, Peter
Morelli, Mike Knowles, Simon LonguetHiggins, Dick Neill, David Merryweather,
and Kevin Williams. While I extend a note of
welcome to the incoming committee, a special
note of welcome goes to Kevin, who joins us
for the first time.
I hope this finds you all well, happy
and prosperous as we enter the New Year,
2007. In a few days we kick of the 2007 events
with the annual picnic. It’s a really nice social
gathering – I hope to see you there.
Rod Newport

Roy Scampton receiving the pre-1965 and People’s Choice Awards. Dick Neild’s photo.  
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Regional
Reports
Regional
Reports
Central Region
Annual General Meeting
This meeting was held on Sunday 29 October 2006 at the Vintage Car Club rooms,
Halford Place, Petone. Unfortunately the weather was foul and the attendance was
correspondingly small. However, on the bright side all the essential people turned up and
we have been able to form a complete committee.
The incoming committee comprises:
Chairman:				
Secretary / Treasurer:			
Delegate to National Executive:		
Committee:				
					
					

Elliott Snelling
Martin Taylor
Merv Warner
Roy Tilley
Colin Trowbridge
Carol Snelling

Gymkhana
The Gymkhana organized with the British Car Club and the Daimler Enthusiasts’ Club for
26 November proved to be a wet and windy affair. Nonetheless it was an awesome event
and after a bit of cunning cone arrangement by Gary Nichols, we watched just about every
car spin out on the grass.
Special thanks to Roy and Gary the others who organised and stood in the rain to make
this event happen.
Elliott Snelling

Kevin Williams receiving the post-1965 Award. Dick Neild’s photo.  
www.nzrrbc.co.nz



Company News
Chairman and Chief Executive,
Ian Robertson’s address to the Press
Conference January 7, Detroit AutoShow.
“Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for
joining us this morning. “It was four years ago
that we pulled the covers from the Phantom,
in this hall, and began a new chapter in the
102 year history of Rolls-Royce. And so
we felt it was appropriate that we should
celebrate the beginning of the second phase
of our business development, by unveiling
our new convertible model here too….but
you will have to wait a few more minutes
to see that. “First of all I wanted to take a
moment to reflect on the Phantom since its
launch four years ago. This car marked a new
beginning for the company – an all new, fullsized limousine, positioned at almost twice
the price of the outgoing Silver Seraph. We

rarified super-cars selling a few hundred each
year at best. “You could say that Phantom
has rewritten the rules, because it has been
something of a sales phenomenon, in relative
terms, and become the best-selling car in the
world priced over $200,000. In the process
we have re-established and repositioned
Rolls-Royce in its rightful place at the top of
the automotive tree, with sales growth every
year since launch. “Last year customers in
over 50 countries bought Phantoms and we
have seen our dealer network expand from
below 60 when we began, to 79 by the end
of the first quarter this year. At the same time
we have seen the average age of Rolls-Royce
buyers reduce by roughly 10 years and the
average annual mileage more than double as
new owners become addicted to the unique
driving experience. “So last year we saw our

really were entering unknown territory. The
upper stratosphere of the car market, above
$300,000, was populated exclusively by

sales reach a new record level, at just over
800 – the highest number of Rolls-Royces
sold for 16 years, in the days of the Silver

10
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Spur. Within this, we saw that
the extended Reportsrr
formality, the convertibles were more casual
rRegional
Regional
Reports
wheelbase model accounted Regional
for around 20 Reportsrr
– a little more relaxed. “It was always part
per cent of our volume – much higher than we
of our plan to have a convertible model in
had anticipated – and in the markets where it
our line-up and you will remember that we
was introduced first, specifically Asia Pacific
showed the experimental car 100EX at
and the Middle East, it accounted for around
Geneva motor show in 2004 – our centenary
a third of all sales. “America remained our
year. The reaction to that car at Geneva and
strongest market overall, by a substantial
other shows – and as it toured the world – was
margin, and the UK stayed in second place.
extraordinary and we later announced that
Asia Pacific was our fastest growing region
we would build a production model inspired
with the China market growing at 60 per cent,
by it. As you will see, we have tried to stay
making it our third largest in the world, and
as close as possible to the design of 100EX
Japan still performing very strongly. China
– keeping in particular some of the special
also saw the sale of our most expensive
features that caught the attention like the
Phantom ever – a special coach-built
teak decking at the rear and the brushed steel
model costing over $2 million. And our best
bonnet. “Under the skin it is technically very
performing dealers were once again spread
similar to the Phantom, sharing the same
across the world with a cross-continent tie for
superb engine and running gear. Using the
the top spot. Tokyo and Beverly Hills recorded
Phantom’s light-weight aluminium spacethe highest sales followed, respectively, by
frame chassis as a start point was a huge
London, Dubai and New York. “This excellent
advantage – for the simple reason that it is
worldwide performance has placed us in a
incredibly stiff. It is always a challenge to
strong business position, making a healthy
eliminate body vibrations in a convertible – but
positive contribution the BMW Group. We
I can tell you that after driving the prototypes
have now established a solid foundation for
on all kinds of different surfaces, I have not
the company and completed phase one of
detected any. This chassis is responsible
the rejuvenation of Rolls-Royce. Phase two
for all the best things about the Rolls-Royce
will see us adding to the Phantom family, with
driving experience – its silence, its magic
the new convertible and perhaps others in
carpet ride, its freedom from vibration.
the future. “Phase three will come around
“Like the Phantom this car offers effortless
the turn of the decade with an all-new model
performance - the sprint to 60 mph takes just
to sit alongside the Phantom range. It will be
5.7 seconds….and because it is 225 mm or
slightly smaller than Phantom – although still
nine inches shorter than the Phantom is even
a large car – and priced slightly below it, in the
more nimble and responsive. This is a car
range $250,000 to $350,000. Preparations
for owner to drive and enjoy – a very special
O the expansion of our
for this new model and
experience for a handful of lucky individuals.
business have already begun at Goodwood
We set out to create the quintessential open
and the construction crews arrived last
air driving experience and you will be the
month. “So an exciting period of continued
judges of whether or not we have been
growth lies ahead – which begins right now
successful. “And what about the name? We
Ou
with the new convertible. “Convertibles have
wanted one which would make it very clear
always been a key part of the Rolls-Royce
that this car was part of the Phantom family
model line-up. From the very early days of the
and yet would also be appropriate for the kind
Silver Ghost and Phantom Drop-heads and
of car that it is….and at the same time would
later the Silver Cloud and the Corniche, there
resonate with the history of the company. And
has always been something glamorous and
so ladies and gentleman, you have heard
romantic about a convertible Rolls-Royce.
enough from me, let me present to you….
Ed
Where most of the sedans have an air of
the Rolls-Royce Phantom Drop-head Coupé.”
www.nzrrbc.co.nz
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Not a Obituary
Travel Report
At this time of year, most of our friends are
planning an overseas holiday for the northern
hemisphere’s summer, and few of us will be
left here to hold the fort. The following item
is a slightly rehashed version of an article
written by your editor over twenty years ago.
Bearing in mind that air travel and border
requirements have not improved during that
time, it may help to remove at least some of
the inevitable envy.
After a day which should have
been spent doing nothing more strenuous
than counting both your Sterling traveller’s
cheques which cost you all those $NZ, but
which of course was spent having the worst
day in memory at work, then a few hours of
tail-chasing and trying to organise the smooth
running of New Zealand during your absence,
you arrive exhausted at the airport, more or
less ready for your flight. It is delayed for two
hours.
At about this time you become
aware of the peculiar nature of the air you
are expected to breathe, and this airport
atmosphere has been imported from the
Northern Hemisphere so that the transition

from Antipodean to Podean will be smoother.
Every smidgin of goodness seems to have
been extracted from it, and an interesting
range of pollutants have been substituted.
Some of these, such as tobaccos which have
been processed in particularly nasty ways,
diesel fumes, and various poly-vinyl-chlorides,
are readily identifiable, but others are more
elusive although no doubt no less injurious.
Your flight is uneventful, but you will
eat far too much, and your choice of fluids
will prove to have been inappropriate. The
person in the seat in front of you will travel
with his or her seat so far reclined that you
risk strangulation from any movement more
ambitious than blinking. The in-flight movie
will be excellent if the position of your seat
does not let you view it, or if the sound track
bears no apparent resemblance to the action
on the screen. Depending upon your choice of
airline, a selection of twangy ditties, Bulgarian
clog-dancing, or the patronising chat of some
personality whose opinions you do not value
will predominate on the in-flight stereo system,
and you conclude that the compiler’s taste
buds require examination. Your few minutes

r

Ann Graham with Bentleys outside Bentley Moscow. Malcolm Graham’s letter in 06-6 refers.
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sleep will coincide with the tolerable portions
of the sound tapesO
which must be there
somewhere. In the airline’s magazine the most
interesting item will be the Urdu for “Fasten
Seat Belts”.
The airport at which you disembark
has been pre-heated and humidified to 33C
and 99% respectively, and after an eternity
of standing in a series of Aliens’ queues, you
are ordered by the official who eventually
approves your entry to “Enjoy yore stay”.
After a short time spent looking for the affable
citizens of that country whom, from your
reading, listening, and acquaintance you know
exist somewhere, and noting prices which you
have to multiply by an enormous conversion
factor, you resolve to postpone your next visit
until something nasty happens to their dollar,
something nice happens to yours, or until
something nice for the world happens to their
president.
Your next flight is much the same as
the first, except that from now on you have a
diversionary game you can play, “Spot the
Kiwi”. If anyone asks you the way to anywhere,
he will be from Greymouth, and you will have
a mutual acquaintance.
You are ill-prepared and ill-dressed
for conditions at the airport at which you arrive,
but after a shorter yet the more frustrating
in view of what you have considered your
British Commonwealth origins stay in another
Aliens’ queue, you are released in a state
of considerable bemusement into a scaledup, speeded-up, yet strangely grey world
inhabited by people with accents. Then you
open your mouth, and instead of your normal
well modulated, cultured voice, a nasal yet
pre-swallowed sound
O emanates, and the
awful truth must be faced. That’s right, you
have an accent too, and from now on as far
as the Northern Hemisphere is concerned you
come from a black stump somewhere beyond
Wagga Wagga. After a while this becomes
Ou
irritating, and you learn a nasty little trick
whereby after a brief appraisal of the likely
prejudices of the person who has just asked
you from whence in Australia you came, you
enquire as politely as you are able the Welsh
or Irish origins of your erstwhile friend.
At about this time you tackle the
transport system, and if you elect to travel
Ed
by coach or train you soon decide that this
must be one of the most efficient systems
www.nzrrbc.co.nz

known to man. It is only when you emerge
from this secure cut-moquette environment
that you discover that the place you wish to
visit is some considerable distance away, it
is raining, and your bags have increased in
bulk and weight since you last tried to budge
them. You may therefore elect to purchase a
fair proportion of one of Mr Hertz’s rental cars
and be turned loose, your most recent traffic
experience Tuesday afternoon in Eketahuna,
on British roads. It will be a Bank Holiday
Week-end. You will be lost. Relationships
with your loved ones will further deteriorate
as maps appear to be printed upside down.
When you eventually manage to
point the car in the desired direction, one
of the less admirable aspects of the New
Zealander’s psyche will emerge. Your direct
approach, love of short cuts, and initiative do
not meld well with British traditions, and if you
are lucky you will be able to control at least
some of your rage during your stay in Those
Sceptred Isles. Welcome to the world of The
Queue. Whether to join the road to anywhere,
to pay 50P ($3 to you!) to park and look at
some rotten stretch of mud flat, to cash your
traveller’s cheque, or to pay to look at some
National Treasure you suspect was paid for
by your ancestors’ blood, you join a queue.
The queue was invented by an Englishman,
and he must be near the front of it by now.
The sad fact that you must at some
time come to terms with is that Britain is so
full of things you would like to see and do that
you suffer from extreme frustration because
the things you have to do preclude you from
doing the tings you want to do. Your mind may
at any time become boggled, and it is only
when you are aboard your aluminium tube
on your way home that your mind starts to
work in a cohesive manner, and you start to
compile a mental list of all the original “musts”
which you have inexplicably forgotten to do.
But back to the queue which has
not moved while you mused. At some stage it
dawns on you that there is a certain amount of
to-ing and fro-ing about the thatched cottage
outside which you sit, and you notice that it
sports a sign something along the lines of
“The Jolly Poacher, Jas. Waterbury, Prop.,
licensed to dispense spirituous ales and
liquors.” You enter this haven tentatively, and
after savouring the scents which generations
of sons of the soil, their ales and their pipes
13

Not a Travel Report (Cont from Page 13)
have contributed, you realise with a bit of a
jolt that “pubs” do not have to resemble indoor
sports stadiums plonked down in the middle of
car-parks which resemble the less interesting
bits of the Gobi Desert. If your choice of pubs
is good, and chances are that it is, you lunch
modestly on crisp bread, pickles, and local
cheeses and beer, and afterwards emerge
into a magic world.
Birds are singing, the rain has
stopped, and gardens are fragrant all around
you. You wander happily for a few hours,
explore the local lanes and church, and start
to question the sanity of your forebears who
moved away from such a village. You refrain
from contemplation of the moor or midden
from whence they probably emigrated, or the
fact that it is not always June.
When you return from your walk,
the roads have miraculously cleared, and
you can indulge in some of the best driving
you have enjoyed in twenty years. You wish
that you had your proper car with you. You
get enough confidence to leave the “A” roads
and venture onto the “B” or “white” roads, and
you are suddenly back in 1935. Your speed
drops and you potter, enjoying pauses every
100 metres or so to absorb the countryside.
You glance at the car’s clock but
don’t believe what you see. You are a long
way from your destination, you do not have
accommodation arranged, and it does not
begin to get dark until long past your bedtime. You realise that the queues of cars were
full of people wiser than yourself, and who
have by now filled all the beds in which you
would wish to stay. After a frustrating search,
during the course of which you encounter at
least one establishment where a dog would
have been much more welcome than your
progeny, you eventually find a room which
has been rejected by your predecessors
in the queue and make the most of it, little
though that may be. The décor is appalling,
there are holes punched in the walls, but you
won’t trip over the joins in the carpet because
they are covered by masking tape. It is too
late for dinner. After considerable research
you discover the correct procedure to bathe
at this establishment, so you walk down five
flights of stairs to the enquiry desk, pay an
14

extortionate surcharge, obtain the key to the
bathroom, walk up three flights of stairs to
the bathroom, and try to bathe in the trickle of
luke-warm water you entice from the taps. As
if to discourage the too-frequent indulgence in
this luxury, your towel measures a square foot
and is threadbare. The proprietor’s shaving
gear is in the bathroom.
You sleep well, and in a few minutes
it is morning. After fighting your way through
most of a splendid breakfast it is time to
attend your first Vintage event. You catch
sight of your first vintage car, appropriately
a Bentley inhabited by a pair resplendent in
leather jackets and flying helmets, goggles
and weather-burn, then it is an Austin Seven
Chummy, a Riley 12/4 Lynx, an Anzani
Frazer Nash, and after that you lose track.
You park Mr Hertz’s little car unobtrusively
(it is not Japanese, and your only criticism
about it is that the radio seems only able to
receive commercial radio as bad as in N.Z.,
esoteric discussions, or Terry Wogan’s soon
irritating patter on the English equivalent of
the New Zealand National Programme), and
hie yourself to the Paddock.
You are soon in the midst of people
and cars about whom and which you had
previously only read. Everybody is casual
and friendly, and legends are willing to share
details of their equally legendary cars. Then
you see your first E.R.A., and the world is a
better and brighter place. It also sounds and
smells better. You end the day in a daze of
bonhomie, deafness, chassis numbers, oil,
dust, warm beer, and exposed film. You seem
to have met most of the one-make clubs to
which you belong, and have received several
apparently sincere invitations to call or stay.
It is with a sense of anti-climax
that you re-enter the real world of no public
toilets, telephone boxes apparently mistaken
by your predecessors for public toilets,
Trotskyist garage attendants, and limp bits
of water-cress when you ordered a salad,
Laundromats, and the coin-consuming
propensities of any un-vandalised telephone
boxes you may find. You have a minor victory
when you discover that your devalued New
Zealand 20 cent coins will act as British 10P
pieces in British telephones.
RR&B Issue 07-1 2007

Thursday evening is spent at the
Vintage Sports Car Club gathering at the
original home of the Club, and you again have
a splendid time on the periphery of hundreds of
delightful conversations and arguments. You
wander bemused among the cars which fill the
CCCC
Phoenix Inn forecourt, many of which seem to
have been designers’ jokes or doodles which
somehow were built and have survived 60 or
70 years of even sporadic use. “Sporadic” is
actually a suitable word to describe the erratic
progress of one of these confections, and you
wonder why you do not use your comparatively
practical Club Eligible car every day.
The Light Car Rally is held this
weekend, and M. Hulot would have been in
his element. You have volunteered to marshal,
and there can be few more pleasant ways to
spend an afternoon than standing in a leafy
lane, checking in and sometimes helping to
bump-start such “light cars” as find your glade.
The VSCC defines Light Cars as Vintage
Cars whose engines produce not more than
30 b.h.p., whatever their weight, and for good
measure pre-First War cars of any size qualify,
so it is possible to enjoy some excellent
exercise. Even an Amilcar becomes heavy if
you push it far enough.
The next week is pleasant, for you
have discovered that your N.Z. Historic Places
Trust membership car entitles you to reciprocal
free admission to National Trust properties,
and you no longer feel that you are helping
Lord So-and-So in his quest for funds to
restore his villa on the Cote d’Azur.
Then it is time for the noted hillclimb at Shelsley Walsh in Worcestershire,
the longest-established continual motor sport
event, and it wears its age well. Cars of all
categories and ages, from GNs to E.R.A.s,
from Mini-Coopers to Pilbeam rapid roller
skates, vie with each other, the temperature
soars, and you finish another day grimy but
happy.
Some of this week is spent helping
to fettle a car in preparation for the onemake Rally which is the main reason for your
pilgrimage, and it is a surprise to learn how
much more cheerful and, yes, competent
even, you are than when at home working on
your own car. As the weekend approaches
you can appreciate in a small way the pilgrim’s
anticipation as he prepares for the Haj and
Mecca.
www.nzrrbc.co.nz

All roads leading to the town of the
birth of your favourite marque are excellent
when viewed from one of them, and you are
sure you have discovered why the cars have
always been so much fun to manage. The
Foss Way, a Roman road, runs from Exeter in
the far south-west to Lincoln in the northeast
of England, and provided that you enjoy giving
way to virtually all other traffic, is a marvellous
way to travel, while the A423 through Banbury
would have made an ideal test road.
Your enjoyment of your drive is
enhanced by the knowledge that, for a
change, your accommodation has been
arranged and that within reason no matter
how long you prolong your enjoyment of the
summer evening, your dinner will be waiting
for you. You are pleasantly surprised by the
hotel at which the Club has negotiated an
attractive room rate; it is like a motor hotel
with which you are familiar, and children stay
for free. Another enterprising family and yours
combine offspring, and for years afterwards
snippets of the consequent party emerge.
Food at this hotel varies from good (breakfast)
through indifferent (the annual celebratory
marque dinner) to bad (fresh-water fish
hereabouts seem to have lived unhappy
lives in uncongenial chemical solutions),
and throughout the weekend there seems
to be always a group ready to form, eager
to become lost in the eventually successful
search for a good pub or restaurant.
By Saturday morning your favourite
cars have begun to gather, and although
at first you are slightly disappointed by the
compromises to render them practicable
for their life on Britain’s roads (Morris Minor
twin tail-lamps, windscreen washers, and
sealed-beam headlamps), at some stage
while your back was turned the most glorious
cars have arrived in great numbers, and from
then on it is all a bit of a blur. It is futile to try
to devise any sort of plan, for your idea of
taking photographs early before the crowds
descend, and then wandering at your ease
and absorbing details is scuppered by your
early exhaustion of film. The rest of your
day is spent chatting to other enthusiasts,
and it is particularly stimulating to discover
that virtually everybody present is far more
knowledgeable than you, and there is no
subject esoteric enough that you will be
unable to find an expert present who can
15
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enlighten you.
After a visit to the Club’s spares stall
you conclude that there is no reason apart
from financial for your car to be in other than
as-new mechanical condition, and from now
on you feel you can confidently face the “How
d’yer get on for spares, then?” sceptic. Various
items are deemed essential even if you never
need them, and next time you will be better
equipped financially and spatially.
Since you have not shortened the
weekend by bothering to sleep except in your
chair while the evening conversation flows
around you, the two days of the Rally have

blended into one. You only realise that the
event is drawing to a close when you see the
cars departing. By a stroke of accidental good
planning, you have arranged to stay an extra
night, and this helps to postpone the feeling
that you will never have as much fun as this
again. The organising committee for the Rally
has very kindly invited you to be present at
their “winding down” dinner, and this helps to
postpone your return to reality.
If you are wise, you will return to New
Zealand the next day, and start planning and
saving for your next visit.

Silver Ghost on the Mt Cook road, during the 100th Anniversary Run after the Vero Rally,
February 2006. The editor apologises for being unable to identify the car, its owner, or the
photographer who took this superb picture.

Our Web Site is www.nzrrbc.co.nz Tell your friends about it.
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Veneering Interior Woodwork by Eddie Riddle
I was in the position of having to re-veneer
several wood panels during the restoration of
my RR 20/25. The main panels involved were
the dashboard, the top cover of the dashboard
and the two rear ashtray frames.
The dashboard needed repairing
before the old veneer (what was left of it)
could be removed. The problem was around
the holes for the instruments, The fine edges
of the holes were cracked and chipped in
most cases. My solution was to remove the
instrument nacelle and the glass sheet by
undoing the mounting bolts. Now using the
glass sheet as a template, cut a piece of
Aluminium sheet (about 1mm is satisfactory)
so that it is a neat fit into the dashboard where
the instrument nacelle mounts. Scribe the
Aluminium sheet through the holes where
the instruments appear. Cut out these holes
about 4mm larger than the scribed lines. This
will ensure that the repair is invisible when
the unit is reassembled. Roughen the surface
of the Aluminium panel with coarse emery
paper, and glue into place in the dashboard.
(See note on glues)
Remove the old veneer using a hot iron and
a flat scraper. It is vital that the dashboard
is absolutely flat. I achieved this by carefully
scraping the dashboard with a cabinetmaker’s
scraper.
My woodwork was veneered with Italian Burr
Walnut, but the following steps apply to any
veneer.
1. Use slice cut sheets of veneer, which
are sequentially numbered. This is
necessary to get a perfect mirror image
on the centre-line of the dashboard.
2. Select two sequential sheets of veneer.
3. Place the two face sides of the veneer
together being careful to get the grain
matching vertically.
4. Clamp the two sheets between wooden
blocks, and using a sharp steel plane
dress the edges true.
5. Lay the sheets face up on a flat surface
and check for a perfect match. If not
www.nzrrbc.co.nz

perfect repeat steps 3 and 4.
When the joint is correct, tape the joint
on the face side with veneer tape. Any
waterproof tape will do. Masking tape is
useless.
7. Check the jointed sheet for any blemishes
in the grain. If you do find some small
holes or cracks, tape them up or cut out
the blemish and fit a piece of matching
veneer into the blemish. You won’t
be able to detect it if you do the job
correctly.
8. At this stage your veneer probably has
wrinkles in it. Place the taped up piece
of veneer on a sponge or wet towel, and
leave it for about an hour. The veneer will
now be damp and pliable.
9. Lay the veneer between two flat surfaces,
cramp up and leave overnight.
10. Presto, you now have a flat sheet of
veneer.
Fixing the Veneer
Apply the resin to both surfaces with a
notched scraper (like the one you would
use for laying lino adhesive). It is absolutely
vital that you attain an even coating on both
surfaces otherwise you risk having the veneer
lifting in small patches. It is almost impossible
to correct later.
Place a sheet of paper over the top face of
the veneer, (don’t use newsprint as the ink
may stain your veneer) cover with a layer of
Feltex or hard felt tile material and clamp up
between two flat surfaces. If you can reach
the edges of the dashboard wipe of as much
excess glue as possible, this will save time
and effort later. Leave overnight to cure.
Clean up the excess glue and veneer around
the edges with a cabinetmaker’s scraper and
fine sandpaper.
Pull off as much of the paper adhering to the
surface of the dashboard as possible. Now
carefully use the cabinetmaker’s scraper to
remove the remaining paper and excess glue.
You will now have a flat veneered
6.
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Veneering Interior Woodwork by Eddie Riddle
surface with no blemishes. Don’t be tempted
to use sandpaper to finish the surface of
the dashboard, you will just place minute
scratches on the surface of the veneer
which (you won’t see them at this stage) will
stand out like beacons once you varnish the
surface.
I French polish my woodwork. Once the
surface is perfect, I spray a coat of two part
clear lacquer over the surface.
Glue
This can make or break the finished result.
The best glue to use is an Epoxy Resin. The
curing process is unaffected by any residual
moisture in the veneer.
There are several makes readily available on
the market. Epiglass 9000 and Norski are just
two common brands.
Healing Industries who market Epiglass
9000 were very helpful and provide excellent
technical data.
No matter whose material you use, it will be
a two-part mixture. The technical data will tell
you how much filler to add to the mix in order
to change the viscosity of the mixture. You
can’t do without adding the filler.
Start by measuring out the required amount
of resin, Add the filler (watch the filler, it is
extremely light and will go everywhere with
the slightest breeze) mixing to get an even
consistency.
Add the tinters to match the colour of your
veneer. The tinters are very strong so little
is needed.
Add the hardener, mix thoroughly and finally
check the colour match. You have about
30 minutes at 20 Degrees C to get the two
surfaces glued up and clamped before the
resin starts to harden.
The rear ashtray frames were beyond repair.
Fortunately the fancy curved parts of the
frames were reusable. The curved portions
were carefully removed from the flat parts of
the frames, by gently pushing a craft knife into
the joint line from both sides. The old glues
are fortunately not that strong. When you
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have separated the two parts there will be a
thin knife-edge remaining on the curved part.
Carefully trim back this knife edge of that so
that the edge is the thickness of the veneer
you are using.
•
In my case I cut two new flat parts from
½” thick Walnut timber. You could use
Mahogany timber, the same as the
curved parts are made from, but the
difficulty comes when you rout the edges
to get a clean finished surface.
•
Using one of the flat parts as a template,
cut an identical shape from a piece of
about 1" thick timber. This forms the
surface for the router guide bearing to
run on. The finished edges of this guide
piece must be perfect otherwise you will
reproduce humps and hollows when you
run the router.
•
Clamp the guide piece and the two new
flat parts together forming a sandwich
with the guide piece in the middle so
that the back sides of the flat parts are in
contact with the guide. The soleplate of
the router must run on the finished side
of the flat part.
•
Run the router around the concave edge
of each flat part. Place pencil marks on
the flat parts and the guide block so that
you can match them up again.
•
Temporarily clamp one of the curved
parts of the frame in place on the flat part
and mark the point where the two parts
meet on the convex edge.
•
Run the router from the pointed end of
the flat part to a little short of the mark
you have just made. Now try the fit of
the two parts together. You will need to
marry the last little bit of the two edges
by hand. Don’t be in a hurry at this stage,
because if you run the router too far you
will never get a match and you will then
need to make a new flat part.
•
REMEMBER you need to make left and
right hand flat parts. This description may
seem tedious but it does ensure that you
RR&B Issue 07-1 2007

get left and right hand flat parts.
sharpened, lay the pencil on the curved
Chai
The Veneering
router bit needed
is
available
face ofby
theEddie
frame and
trace out the
Interior Woodwork
Riddle
from Linbide Ltd, catalogue number
shape. The thickness of the pencil will
OG444B.
give the necessary clearance in the
•
Once you are satisfied with the fit of the
block.
parts glue them together. Finally marry
•
Proceed with the veneering as described
the two convex edges of each frame by
previously but start clamping at the front
hand.
end of the frame.
•
Tape up two pieces of veneer (as
•
The first clamp goes from the end of the
described previously) long enough to
block to the inside of the frame where
cover the entire front face of the frame
the ashtray will fit.
plus a little but extra for final hand
•
The second clamp goes from the face of
trimming.
the block to the inside where the ashtray
If you are lucky enough to have access to
fits.
a vacuum forming machine the next few
•
The third clamp goes at the start of the
steps don’t apply. Just proceed as described
flat portion of the frame.
previously.
•
The last clamp goes at the pointed end
•
Glue up a block of customwood about
of the frame.
4" x 4" by at least 30" long. Solid timber
•
This sounds rather tedious but it will
won’t   do, as the grain will split when you
produce a perfect job if you watch the
use the block as a mould.
following points:
•
Lay one of the frames on its side on a flat
•
Allow a little extra length of veneer at the
surface of the block so that the bottom of
front end of the frame when you start
the block is flush with the finished surface
clamping, there is a tendency for the
of the flat portion. Position the block so
veneer to creep.
that the end is just past the pointed part
•
Make certain that the paper and the
of the frame. This means there will be a
felt packing are continuous over the
solid piece of block remaining at the front
complete length of the frame.
end of the frame. This matters because if
•
Check to see that all parts of the veneer
there is insufficient length here the block
are in contact with the frame. Add extra
will just break away when you apply
clamps if necessary.
pressure to the mould.
•
Finish the frames as described
•
Using an ordinary wooden pencil well
previously.
•

Photographed during the Bentley Tour last year by John King
www.nzrrbc.co.nz
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Grand Prix Rolls-Royce by Scott Thomson
Not many people associate The Firm with
Grand Prix racing but it is there in the record
books and in this centenary year of the first
Grand Prix it came to my notice in a pile of
old Motor Sport magazines I received.
The French of course ‘invented’ the Grand
Prix in 1906, the Germans responded with
a one off Kaiser’s the following year and the
American Grand Prize followed immediately
in 1908. The King of Spain patronised his
own style of event in 1913. It included a 300
km road race, but there were other criteria
including fuel consumption and in some
respects it was more like a rally. This however
does not disqualify it from being considered
a true grand prix. In the twenties, French,
Belgian and German Grands Prix were
sometimes run for touring cars.
The record books will tell you that Don Carlos
de Salamanca won on a 40/50 Rolls-Royce.
Eric Platford from the RR experimental
department slowed down – a bit too much under orders to let his noble team mate win.
Platford was third, pipped by a big 40hp De
Dietrich. I have one or two pictures showing
real racing, but details remained sketchy until
I opened this magazine.
At this time, Sunbeam were Britain’s leading
racing firm. One of their cars was driven by
Victor Rigal, a French professional who had
already been third in the French GP. Rigal
was in process of transferring to the Peugeot
team – equivalent of a works Ferrari drive
today. Clearly most dangerous British rival to
the RR team. The other British hopes were

22

a 25 hp Talbot and a Humber – neither of
which finished.
French participation was strong with three car
teams from Panhard and De Dion (possibly
their new V8), plus two Schneiders, the De
Dietrich and a Delaunay-Belleville. A Minerva
and an Excelsior entered from Belgium, the
former being a serious rival from the Austrian
Alpine Trial the same year. There was a
Mercedes and an Opel from Germany and an
obscure SCAR. Unlike the Austrian event and
oddly in view of the royal patronage, Spanish
makes stayed away but there were plenty of
Spanish aristocracy among the drivers.
Clearly the Rolls team triumphed in a strong
and representative field. Incidentally, entrants
had to declare the rpm at which maximum
power was achieved. Rolls-Royce stated
1,850 rpm, the 80mm bore Sunbeam 2,400.
1914
King Alfonso was well pleased with his Grand
Prix and stated it would be run next year,
but as international trouble loomed a 20km
hill climb was organised instead. Average
gradient was 1 in 10 and there were three
classes, closed cars, open touring cars and
racing.
Rolls-Royce won the closed class with a
fully equipped cabriolet weighing almost 42
hundred-weight. It averaged 40.7 mph.
The Rolls-Royce entry in the touring class
was beaten, -who by? - but was well placed.
It averaged 45.7 mph, better than a 120hp
super-car could manage.
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Rolls-Royce B Engines by Michael Bond
Ever since I learned the origins of the Mark VI/
Wraith as part of a rationalisation exercise at
Rolls-Royce in the late 1930s I have thought
how sad it was that the range of B engines
never really had the chance to develop in
the austerity of the 1940s and early 1950s.
So far as I know (others may know better)
the 4-cylinder engine never appeared in a
civilian vehicle. Of course we know all about
the 6-cylinder engine. The 8-cylinder engine
appeared in the Phantom IV Rolls-Royce,
and I believe in a one-off Bentley for Prince
Phillip. I also recall finding a large RollsRoyce in a garage in Balamena in Northern
Ireland in about 1980. It was not for sale! It
turned out to be a Phantom III, but I was told
that it had an 8-cylinder engine, and when I
asked to be shown, behold, so it did! I got
very excited that I had discovered a unique
and long lost prototype. I wrote to Colonel
Eric Barrass who kindly replied to the effect
that this was obviously one of a small number
of Phantom IIIs in which the original complex
engine had been replaced by an 8-cylinder B
engine, probably of military origin.
I served for some twenty years in
the Army. When I joined in the early 1960s
the Austin Champ was being phased out.
This was a “Jeep-type” vehicle with a 4cylinder B engine. It had been designed
to do everything bar fly and cook a three
course dinner, and had turned out to be too
complex. There were simply too many things
to go wrong. Furthermore the engine was
“sealed” so users were only able to carry out
the simplest and most basic servicing tasks.
The much simpler Land Rover replaced it.
In the late 1940s or early 1950s the army was
partially equipped with a vehicle known as the
Humber armoured one-tonner, otherwise the

“Pig”. This was essentially a sort of armoured
van, powered by the B range 6-cylinder
engine. By the time I joined in the early 1960s
everyone agreed that these vehicles were
years out of date and ought to be phased out
as soon as possible. By the end of the 1960s
this had happened. In the very early 1970s
almost the entire fleet had to be bought back
from a Belgian scrap dealer for use on the
streets of Northern Ireland, where they were
still in widespread use when I left the Army in
1983. They were much loved and had given
rise to a number of variants. One was known
as “Pigsquirt”, but my favourite was “Flying
Pig” which was fitten with folding screens.
When unfolded the screens provided some
protection from stones and bottles thrown by
rioters and resembled nothing so much as
“ears with errant wings”.
The B range 8-cylinder engine was used in
the six-wheeled range of armoured vehicles
of which the Saracen and Saladin were most
prominent. The Saladin was an armoured car
with a turret and substantial gun. In a Middle
Eastern flare up in about 1970 Saladins
of the Jordanian Army took on Soviet built
T34 and T35 tanks of the Syrian Army, and
if rumour is to be believed trounced them.
The Saracen was an armoured personnel
carrier. Saracens were also considered to
be coming to the end of their useful lives by
the late 1960s, but they also were pressed
into service in Northern Ireland, where they
were still common in some areas in the early
1980s. Both the Saracens and the Humber
Pigs were astonishingly robust in face of
much ill treatment, and when something did
break it was only rarely anything to do with
the Rolls-Royce engine.

(Reprinted from the Bulletin of the Mark VI and Silver Wraith Register of the Rolls-Royce
Enthusiasts’ Club, with the kind permission of its Editor)

Life is too short for Instant Coffee (ATK)
www.nzrrbc.co.nz
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From Our Roving Reporters

B

Ann and Malcolm Graham, Kiwis returning
home this year, have contributed to this
magazine with superb articles and photographs.
Their letter in 06-6 gave an account of their time
in Moscow, and their photographs also grace
pages 13 and 22 in this issue.

B

Book Review

Books

One of the performing highlights at the very successful Wings Over Wairarapa airshow at
Masterton on 19-20 January was this genuine Bristol Fighter, one of a number found in recent
years as part of a building structure in Gretna Green. John King’s photograph.
24
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Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Land of the Silver Fern

Book Review

Of even more interest to Rolls-Royce people is its engine, one of three active 275 hp RollsRoyce Falcons in the world and partly seen through an opening in the port cowling.  According
to David Cretchley, engineer with Wairarapa Aviation Ltd which operates the aeroplane, it’s
“a hugely labour-intensive engine”. The propeller was made in 1930, when the type was
still active in New Zealand, with a diameter of 2950 mm and pitch of 2850 mm. John King’s
photograph.
www.nzrrbc.co.nz
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EDDIE RIDDLE WRITES: FOR SALE: Some months ago I was presented by members
of my family with a voucher for a personalised number plate. The plate has been paid for
by the family and cannot be refunded. I have explained to my family that while I greatly
appreciate their gift, there is no way I would fit it to my 20/25.
In spite of this the plate was produced. It currently is on a Japanese vehicle which will
never run on this plate, but this satisfies the vehicle registration people.
After much discussion with the family they have agreed that we sell the plate.
The jpg image of the plate is attached. Interested parties should contact my son Graeme at
yogisok@hotmail.com phone 021-278-9635

‘Lady Jane”, 1937 25/30 with Mulliner Razor-Edge coachwork. See advertisement page 28.
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SHADOW PARTS NZ

A

Suppliers of genuine Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts.

We offer the following books for sale. Prices include gst & freight within NZ
RR Motors Ltd Parts list for Silver Cloud III, S3 and S3 Continental in loose-leaf binder,
old and dog-eared but believed to be complete.  
$100
Driver’s Handbooks:
Bentley Mk 6 Brand new	 $85
RR and B Corniche TSD2885 from c/n CRH13984 (saloon)
and DRH13861 (convertible) (mid 1972 ex works)
$145
Bentley Brooklands 1993. Brand new, but no slip case.
Bentley Motors publication UB87880   	            $320	                  	
Van den Plas 4-litre R  Brand new	 $40
Rolls-Royce in the Twenties, a very old reprint of Autocar road tests etc          	
$20
Rolls-Royce and Bentley, Classic Elegance, by P W Cockerham	  $48
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, by John Bolster. Osprey Books                             	
$30
Rolls-Royce by George Bishop              	
$20
Great Marques, Rolls-Royce, by Jonathon Wood	  $15
Motor Odyseé (in French) 1988, hard-covered, marketing publication.   	              $15
Great Marques, Mercedes-Benz by Roger Bell
$15
The Classic Mercedes-Benz by Phil Drackett	              $15
Bentley - 50 Years of the Marque - by Johnnie Green
$40
Rolls-Royce Heritage - by Richard Bird
$30
Call me any time from 7.00 am to 11.00 pm
Roy Tilley (NZRR&BC Technical Liaison Officer) 204A Waiwhetu Road, Lower Hutt.
Phone 04.566.0850. E-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz
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Classified Advertisements
WANTED TO PURCHASE: Bentley R-Type, Mark VI, Derby, or similar RollsRoyce. Please phone (09) 376 0655 or 021 722 009. Graham Gould (New
Member)
FOR SALE:1937 Rolls-Royce 25/30, Lady Jane, recent (2004) makeover.
Mulliner razor-edge sports saloon coachwork and interior woodwork in very good
condition. Good runner. Interested parties please contact Peter Morelli (09) 575
9351 or MOB 021 676 278.
FOR SALE: NZ new 1994 Brooklands, 30,000 km. Dark burgundy exterior/tan
interior. I have become careless and bought a later model that I couldn’t refuse,
so regretfully this Bentley becomes a little surplus. Colgray have inspected the
vehicle and can comment if and as required. $65,000. Andrew Guest, cell phone
FOR SALE: 1948 Silver Wraith WFC33, 102,000 miles, recently fully restored
and fitted with a new 2-door drop-head coupé body in black and yellow. Current
registration and WoF. Phone 07 863 8586 to inspect the car at Waihi. $45,000.
For Sale: 1974 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 1, White. Condition rated 7/10,
93,000 miles, registration number VIP01. Thhis lovely lady received a full ‘Bruce
Mc-Ilroy’ service when I purchased it in November 2001, and has done just 5,000
miles since then. ‘Lady Di’ is reluctantly offered for sale following the closure of
our lim-ousine business. Enquiries: Email: pinehill@slingshot.co.nz or phone
Kevin on 035781219 or 021 587 801 $25,000.00 (with personalised plate)
For Sale: 1968 Silver Shadow, good all round condition,$14.500.00 o.n.o.
‘Ph. Dave 09 473 1621.
For Sale: 1986 Rolls-Royce Spur, 50.000 Miles original white with blue Everflex
roof, powder blue leather, dark blue carpets with over rugs, picnic tables, bright
work, woodwork in top condition. This car is in top condition and drives like new.
Once owned by Shirley Bassey. Selling due to too many Rolls-Royces. Serviced
by Bruce McIlroy, car located at McIlroy Motors 03 308 7282 or try Andrew Lush
03 615 8385.
For Sale: Four Bentley Turbo Alloy Wheels, early type $1800; Workshop
Manuals TSD 4400 Silver Spirit etc (copies) $400; Two Avon Tyres 205 VR 15
approx 5 mm tread $190 for pair. Phone David Parry (09) 846 7352 (evenings)
For Sale 1934 Rolls-Royce 20/25 H.J. Mulliner Sports Saloon Restored, full
history available. Phone 021 170 3730
For Sale:1949 Bentley Mk VI BIOEY, NZ New, 4.¼ litre, 164,000 miles.
Huge amount of work done by me with interior by Vintrim and chrome work by
Otahuhu Chromeplaters. Lots of photos taken.
Ownership papers, original tool set in tool box under dash and original working
radio.
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COLGRAY MOTORS
FOR ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY SPARES AND SERVICING
9B Beatrice Tinsley Crescent, Albany, Auckland

Phone/Fax: 09 414-1971

Mobile: 021 643-030 A/H: 09 444-3030
email: colin@colgray.com

New and
Secondhand
ROLLS-ROYCE
and BENTLEY

Stockists of
AUTOGLYM
Car Care
Products

Parts

Friendly advice available
www.nzrrbc.co.nz
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MAJESTIC MOTORS LTD

R.M.V.T

Cnr Dixon & Harlequin Streets
Masterton
Visit our website

www.majesticmotors.co.nz

2001

ALSO

BENTLEY ARNAGE
RED LABEL
6750

V*8 TURBO
A SUPURLATIVE MOTOR CAR
COMPLETE WITH DVD,CD & AM/FM
SOUND SYSTEM
& MANY MORE FINE FEATURES

1983 Bentley Mulsannne Turbo
Complete with alloys & service records

1991 Bentley Turbo R
Picnic Tables

1991 Rolls Royce Silver Spur
2000 Bentley Arnage Red Label
With Factory Sunroof

1986 Rolls Royce Silver Sour
Nice Car

1975 Rolls Royce Silver Shadow
Low miles only 3 owners

1998

BENTLEY AZURE
CONVERTIBLE

SURELY THE BEST OPEN TOP
MOTORING YOU COULD
POSSIBLY GET.
THIS IS A LOW

Phone : Ian Hoggard, 0274752713 or 0800 104 103
Email: ian@majesticmotors.co.nz
Trade in and competitive finance
available.
We also have over 100 more top quality vehicles, from luxury downwards.

The Real Car Company
North Wales
Specialists in Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motorcars
1920s to 1970s
Usually about 40 cars in stock, from Restoration projects to Concours.
We are always looking to buy and sell similar cars,
particularly pre 1950 models.
Worldwide experience in the ocean shipping of these
important automobiles.
Please check out our Website: www.realcar.co.uk
Phone 0044 1248 602649

or contact Bernie Snalam - snalam@xtra.co.nz

www.nzrrbc.co.nz
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Independent Prestige

New Zealand Concessionaires for Bentley
Passenger Cars
For Immediate Delivery (subject only to prior sale)

New

Bentley Continental Flying Spur
Moonbeam Silver with Beluga leather. $396,300.

2006

Bentley Continental GT Coupe
Moonbeam Silver, only 3,000 kms, $350,000.

2005

Bentley Continental GT Coupe
Silver Tempest with Beluga leather, $299,900.

2005

Bentley Continental GT Coupe Mulliner
Midnight Emerald, 20” Alloys, $340,000.

2003

Bentley Arnage T
Silver Storm with Beluga hide, $295,000.

2002

Bentley Arnage T
Fireglow Red with Cotswold hide, $275,000.

1996

Bentley Azure Convertible
Aurora Green with dark green hood, only 3,600 kms,
stunning $300,000.

1994	Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit III
Diamond Silver with Parchment leather, only 18,000 kms.
$65,000.
For personal attention call our experienced staff:
Sales - Paul Shorter 09 361 7074 or 021 878 555
Service - Byron Martin 09 361 7076 or 021 446 190
Parts - Eddie Hunt 09 360 3205 or 021 119 5176

Ph (09) 360 3202 Fax (09) 361 6403
www.bentleyauckland.co.nz or reception@iprestige.co.nz

INDEPENDENT PRESTIGE
150 Great North Rd, Auckland City. A Giltrap Motor Group Company
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