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The Bentley badge and Bentley name are registered trademarks of Bentley 
Motors Limited.

The Rolls-Royce badge and Rolls-Royce name are registered trademarks of 
Rolls-Royce plc. 

                               Chassis Records

                                          NEW ZEALAND ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY CLUB (INC)

                                    Advertising

                                    Membership

                                Mainland Comment

MEMBERSHIP of the New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club Inc is open to anyone 
with an interest in these two marques, whether or not they are the owner of a Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley. Your Membership SUBSCRIPTION includes the Club Magazine (6 issues annually), 
the right to attend all Club events and activities, and to partake in Club management.
FEES       Registration Fee               $  10.00  (once only)
                      Annual Membership Fee  $115.00  Family membership  $5.00  
CONTACT  Membership Registrar NZ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club, Inc
      Naomi Neill, 773 Back Ormond Road, Gisborne 4071 Phone: (06) 867 1676 
Email: diknomi9@gmail.com or www.nzrrbc.org.nz , then APPLICATION FORM

The Company’s construction records for every Rolls-Royce, and every Bentley since 1931, 
through its production at Derby or Crewe, are a valuable resource for owners. They detail 
the original order and inspections before despatch. The records for cars over 10 years old are 
held by the RREC.  To obtain a copy of your car’s records, contact our Club’s Post WW2 
Technical Liaison Officer, Roy Tilley, on 04 566 0850  E-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz

Classified advertisements pertaining to Rolls-Royce and Bentley are free to Financial 
Members who do not deal regularly in cars or services.  Advertisements must be submitted 
to the Editor, Tom King, Phone 03 3398 309,  e-mail the.king@xtra.co.nz 191 Sparks Road, 
Christchurch 8025.  
Commercial advertisements will be subject to a charge to the advertiser at a rate for colour 
advertisements of $135 a half page, and $270 a full page, payable to the NZRR&BC Inc.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
CHAIRMAN: Don Cresswell
26 Aputa Avenue, Te Puru, Thames 3575
Phone 07 868 2250/Mobile 021 721 792
crezwell@wave.co.nz
 
PAST CHAIRMAN: Rob Carthew
85A Wharewaka Road, Taupo
Phone 07 3774117  watcher@outlook.co.nz

SECRETARY: Naomi Neill
773 Back Ormond Road, RD1, Gisborne 4071
Phone 06 867 1676 diknomi9@gmail.com

TREASURER: Derek Evennett 
14 Cecil Road Milford, Auckland 
evennett@xtra.co.nz

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRAR: Naomi Neill 
773 Back Ormond Road, RD1, Gisborne 4071
Phone 06 867 1676 diknomi9@gmail.com 

TECHNICAL LIAISON OFFICER: Roy Tilley
204a Waiwhetu Road, Lower Hutt
Phone 04 566 0850  rmt@xtra.co.nz

MAGAZINE EDITOR: Tom King
191 Sparks Road, Christchurch 8025 
Phone 03 339-8309/Mobile 0275 880 767 
the.king@xtra.co.nz

WEB MASTER: Bruce Gordon 
NZ Websites Ltd
Phone 0800 080 500/Mobile 02108444488 
webmaster@nzrrbc.org.nz
  
ASSISTANT WEB MASTER: Ian Holroyd
P.O. Box 4678 Mt Maunganui South 3149
Phone 07 547 4622/Mobile 0272 977 7685
ian@mctours.co.nz  

NATIONAL EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR:
Clive Edmonds
156 Hill Road, RD2, Napier 4182
Phone 06 836 6444  clivedmonds@yahoo.com

 NORTHERN REGION 
CHAIRMAN: Simon Longuet-Higgins
114 Mountain Road
Epsom, Auckland 1023
Phone 09 630 6317
longuet-higgins@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY: Peter Morelli
Phone 09 575 9351/Mobile 021 676 278 
pnam@ihug.co.nz 

CENTRAL REGION
CHAIRMAN: Elliott Snelling
2 Nola Avenue Raumati Beach, Kapiti 6010
Phone 04 902 1899/Mobile 0274 171 290
snelling@paradise.net.nz

SECRETARY: Wendy Bryce
156 Hill Road, RD2, Napier 4182
Phone 06 836 6444
christinewbryce@yahoo.co.nz 

SOUTHERN REGION
CHAIRMAN: Geoff Walls
4/3 Karitane Drive
Christchurch 8022
Phone 03 332 6387/Mobile 021 817 179
geoff@wallsnz.net

SECRETARY: Martin Vincent
54 Fendalton Road, Christchurch 8014
Phone 03 355 5487
mvincent@orcon.net.nz

Magazine 16-5 was produced in a bit of a flurry, most of it caused by computer 
systems which were no longer supported by the company from which they were 
purchased, dash it all, as recently as this century; and other systems which no 
longer wished to work with the editor’s equipment.   While “extortion” is perhaps 
too strong a word, you get the idea.   Weeks have passed, new computer programs 
have been obtained, and your editor is tentatively confident that this, the last 
magazine for 2016, will be delivered to readers before we are all engulfed by the 
holiday season.
 I would like to say a sincere Thank You to our advertisers; Hinemoa and 
Ed at H & A Print; our readers and contributors, who have helped us to produce the 
magazine.   It has been a stimulating year, and each issue of the magazine produces 
more discussion, with no sign yet of a slowing down of material for publication.
 At the Annual General Meeting last April our National Executive 
announced that each of our three Regions would receive 10% of their members’ 
subscriptions, to be spent as the local committees decide.

The Central Region has spent some of their allocation to produce a 
Directory and Register, giving names, addresses, and cars owned, including chassis 
numbers, in the region.   Lest we cower under the provisions of the Privacy Act, 
the cover states, “This publication is intended for the personal use of members of 
the New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club, and any suspected commercial 
utilisation should be reported immediately to the Central Region Chairman.”   In 
an age where use of a mobile phone pinpoints exactly where the bearer is, our 
perceived privacy is compromised at best, and your editor knows that, for instance, 
owners of Mark VI Bentleys, would like to communicate with each other.    At 
present our membership list and the informal listing of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars in the country, compiled by our Past Chairman, Rod Newport, in 2009, do not 
let our membership know who is who, and who has what.   Could this be a topic to 
be discussed at our next Annual General Meeting, on Sunday 23 April 2017.

Best Wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all.   
                                                 COVER
Here are two photos of the third Rolls-Royce built, chassis 20154, taken at 
Dover in 1960.   Duncan Mackintosh is photographed on the Rolls-Royce 
(slightly out of focus), by the owner Oliver Langton, and in the other image 
Mrs Langton is standing beside the car.   Duncan, from Wanganui, was 
20 and wandering the world, in Britain and Europe on an old Lambretta 
scooter; now he is working his way through over 800 Kodachrome colour 
slides of that era.  For more on 20154, see 
www.rrec.org.uk/Cars/The_Early_Cars_1904-1906/1904_10hp_20154.php 
                                          NEXT MAGAZINE
Deadline for receipt of all material for Issue 17-1 is 22 January 2017.
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Club Members’ Advertisements

 We Welcome the Following New Members

WANTED TO BUY: 
BENTLEY 4½ LITRE 1920s 
-1930s. I am also keen to buy 
other interesting Bentleys and 
Rolls-Royces, and other classic 
and collectible European 
marques.  Please call Max 
Fletcher 021 996 986

FOR SALE:  1955 BENTLEY S1 CHASSIS B271AP.  Club car past 20 years.  
Won Best Bentley award at 2015 Club AGM. Maintained to a high standard for 
part time wedding hire and holds current COF.  Colour shell over tudor grey; 
immaculate interior.  Owners retiring from wedding car business, reluctantly 
downsizing.  Enquiries to Peter Willis (w) 04 920 2856 (h) 04 562 8460  or email 
peterwillis@clear.net.nz

FOR SALE: 1951 BENTLEY MARK VI Chassis B154LJ.  Low mileage 
replacement Rolls-Royce B60 engine fitted, with correct Bentley manifolding, but 
modified with electronic ignition, water pump and fan.  
Original 4¼ litre engine included. 40 years’ ownership. Contact Alan Bryce
 (03) 928 5474/ 027 656 4632 or alanfbryce@hotmail.com 

 And Sadly Farewell

Neil Cremasco
49 Mullet Road
Riverton,
Southland 9881
Phones (03) 225 8099 and 027 552 4444
E-mail woodrush@gmail.com
1974 Bentley T1, chassis SBH 18295

Andrew, Gitta, Louis and Axel Krukziener
179 St Heliers Bay Road
Auckland 1071
Phone 021 778 833
E-mail Andrew@krukziener.co.nz 
1980 Rolls-Royce Carmargue, chassis SCA1S8024UH00049
2003 Rolls-Royce Phantom, chassis 7ATOWROBX16813510

Craig Williams
39 Oropi Gorge Road,
Pyes Pa,
Tauranga 3173
Phones (07) 543 0400 and 0274 993 004
E-mail cloud.63@bigpond.com
Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III, chassis SDW499

Mike and Leanne Smith
2B Gibbons Road
Takapuna
Auckland 0622
Phones (09) 488 0214 021 613 699
E-mail michael.k.smith@xtra.co.nz
2009 Rolls-Royce Phantom Drop-head Coupé

Sally Brock-Jest, whom we met at our Club’s Annual General Meeting in Napier at Anzac Weekend, when she and her husband David 
were so hospitable in welcoming us at their premises Hooters, was attacked by a particularly virulent form of cancer, and died during 
the winter.   Our sympathy and best wishes go to David and their family.
 Bruce McIlroy’s mother, Mrs “Lillie” McIlroy died earlier this month, after a long and fruitful life.   Again, her funeral service 
revealed a depth of experience and knowledge which would go unappreciated with only a casual acquaintance, and the enthusiasm with 
which the congregation sang the selected hymns was a tribute to her long association with the parish and its music.
 Two contemporaries from the fertile motor racing and rallying fraternity which developed in Britain after the War, and included 
Stirling Moss, Sir John Whitmore, and Archie Scott-Brown, have died; Jack Sears, whose biography “Gentleman Jack” was reviewed in 
our magazine 12-5, and Peter Riley.   Peter married Ann Wisdom, who had been Pat Moss’s co-driver, and whose parents Tommy and 
Elsie were eminent pre-war racing and rally drivers.   Peter’s family had a glass business, and their war-time product was an essential 
part of bomb-aiming apparatus.   They used a 25/30 Rolls-Royce, which was set up as a commercial vehicle, as transport.   The family 
re-acquired it, and it is in the care of their son, Tim “Jingers” Riley, along with a “Big Healey” from Peter’s rallying days.   He was going 
to settle here, but died in England during his last visit there.  He also competed in the last Mille Miglia, driving a Mark 3 Ford Zephyr.    

FOR SALE: REGISTRATION PLATE ROLLS 1.  I inherited this plate four years ago when my husband Maurice Hay died, and I 
now wish to sell it.   All reasonable offers will be considered. Shirley Hay, Phone (021) 2942 129

FOR SALE: 1965 BENTLEY S3 CHASSIS B254HN.  New Zealand new, with 
an excellent provenance, and a Club car since the earliest days; e.g. read the Monte 
Carlo article in our magazine 15-1.   Owing to recent seismic activity, the time for 
the next owner to take over care of this treasure has arrived.  
Offers over $39,000 to Michael Midgley, phone (0274) 148 145.



                                                                      PROGRAMME
SATURDAY AFTERNOON 22 APRIL: Professionally guided tour of city by bus.
SATURDAY EVENING 22 APRIL: Informal dinner at The Villas, 290 Montreal 
St, Menu a la carte.

SUNDAY MORNING 23 APRIL: interesting road route 
to Bruce McIlroy Ltd premises, corner Alford Forest and 
Racecourse roads, Ashburton.
Lunch at Longbeach, followed by ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF THE NEW ZEALAND ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY CLUB (INC) AT 2PM in designated room at 
Longbeach.

SUNDAY EVENING 6 PM: drinks at the Christchurch 
Club, Latimer Square, Christchurch, followed by dinner, 
as formal as you wish.   Prize-giving will follow dinner.
MONDAY MORNING 24 APRIL:  Road tour, with visits to 
two superb, and living, collections of cars. 
TUESDAY 25 APRIL:  ANZAC DAY commemorated as 
we choose, then depart for home. 
ACCOMMODATION:  some suites have been held at the HERITAGE HOTEL, 
Cathedral Square.  They are being offered to us at $NZ235 per night, 
including GST.  Since the regular rate is $NZ600 per 
night, early bookings through robyne@heritagehotels.
co.nz are a good idea.  Secure underground car parking 
is available for $NZ15 a night.   

Alternative accommodation is available at RYDGES, 
Latimer Square, for $NZ219 including GST.   Car parking is not under cover 
but on Rydges’ premises for free.   Breakfast is $NZ25 including GST.  
Book through areesa_chunsangfah@rydges.com 
Both these hotels are within easy walking distance of each other, and Saturday 
and Sunday evening dining venues.  
                                     PLEASE MENTION THE CLUB WHEN YOU BOOK
COSTS:
REGISTRATION:  NO CHARGE.  A Registration Form will be included with our Magazine 17-1, but 
we suggest that you take advantage as soon as possible of the rates offered by the hotels.
CITY TOUR:  $35 per person, assuming that we have 30 punters.
SATURDAY INFORMAL DINNER AT THE VILLAS:  a la carte menu
SUNDAY LUNCH AT LONGBEACH:  $28 for Picnic-style Lunch, and $12 for talk and tour.  
SUNDAY DINNER AT THE CHRISTCHURCH CLUB: From $30 for 2 courses to $55 for 4 courses. 

New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club (Inc) Annual General Meeting
Christchurch snd Surrounding Countryside 22 to 25 April 2017

The workshop at Bruce 
McIlroy Ltd  

The homestead at 
Longbeach  

The view across Latimer 
Square

 to the Christchurch Club  

Inside the Christchurch Club  

The Heritage Hotel  

Rydges Hotel with inevitable 
Japanese car  
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First Light Tour 10th Anniversary - November 2017

MONDAY TOUR AND VISITS:  no charge, and good cafés abound along the interesting road route.
FURTHER INFORMATION:
THE HERITAGE HOTEL was built as a government department in 1913, and withstood all 
earthquakes, while the Cathedral just a few metres away was destroyed.  The hotel recently won the 
award for the best historical hotel in the Pacific Region.
Rydges Latimer was built in 2013, so is fully compliant with the most stringent regulations.
Bruce McIlroy ltd is the trusted venue where experts keep our cars ticking over happily, and we are 
privileged to be offered a visit during our weekend.
Longbeach is still in the hands of the original owners from 1857, and has been a vital part of royal 
visits for the last 60 years.  The station originally had 32,000 acres; the present homestead is the 
third on the property, built in 1938.
The Christchurch Club was established 160 years ago, and has been rebuilt since the Canterbury 
earthquakes to an impeccable standard.
Our member Gavin Bain and our friend Leon Witte live relatively close to each other on the shores 
of Lyttelton Harbour, and have each built up a world class collection, regularly exercised.   Marques 
include Bentley, Bugatti, Chater Lea, Hispano Suiza, FIAT, Ferrari, Maserati, Alfa Romeo, Riley, Rolls-
Royce, Aston Martin, MG, and Humber.
Would all holders of Club trophies please arrange to have them returned in time for our AGM 
weekend, preferably as polished as our cars.
Further information is available from the Southern Region Secretary, Martin Vincent.   

Beautiful scenery, interesting roads, congenial company and great cars:  come and join us! 

Planning is under way for this exciting event, and the dates are as follows:
Thursday 2 November:  Start with lunch in Tauranga, with overnight stop in Whakatane
Friday 3 November:  Overnight at Hicks Bay Motor Lodge, where 20 units have been reserved.
Saturday 4 November:  Overnight at Gisborne.
Sunday 5 November: Overnight in Napier. 
Monday 6 November:  Final celebratory dinner at Napier, and second night there.
In 2007 we enjoyed the scenery and company, and this time we will be there to see the Pohutukawa 
trees in full bloom.
A Registration Form will be included with our magazine 17-1, with further details of accommodation 
options and costs.   There will be a Registration Fee, to help to defray the organisational expenses.



6 NZR-R&BC Issue 16-6

Invitation Event - the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia Federal Rally
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Issues Arising From Magazine 16-5

Another image of Lanchester 40 HP (left) from the Clouston family, 
also showing the 92nd Gordon Keeble (of 99 built) which is now in 
the same ownership as the Lanchester, chassis 1965; (right) Ian 
Goldingham has provided these images of 1965, photographed 

during the late 1940s or early ‘50s.   

We have had many comments, and some corrections, regarding 
the last magazine, 16-5.

On page 5, the happy crew and its Bentley, photographed 
by David Neely during the 2007 First Light Tour, are Philip and 
Norma Eilenberg, with Pete Le Gros’ 1959 S1, chassis B557FD; 
not Simon and Libby Longuet-Higgins, who were in their own 
S2, but looked just as happy as Philip and Norma whenever we 
encountered them during that tour.

On page 12, Steve Stuckey has identified the casualty as 
a Phantom III Barker Limousine, chassis 3BU110.

On page 9, Ian Goldingham has identified the venue as 
a hill-climb at Mt Eden.   The car is a standard 6½ on a 12’6” 
wheelbase chassis, and Dr Clare Hay has provided the chassis 
number, KR2692.   It was originally an H.J. Mulliner saloon built 
to Weymann patents, and registered in October 1929.

On Page 8, Dr Hay has identified Graham Wells’s 4½ 
litre as chassis RN3032, with a tourer body probably by Harrison 
having replaced the original Flewitt Weymann fabric saloon some 
time after its first registration of January 1928.   In the upper 
photograph the 6½ litre, chassis KR2692, sits beside an Alvis 
Speed 20, identified below by Andrew Anderson.   Flewitt were a 
coach-building company in Birmingham.
From John Stewart:
Hi Tom.
You ask for memories of Bentleys in the 1940s.
 I have very clear memories of the Cutten 3 litre, which I 
drove quite a bit in the 1940s whilst in my mid-teens when Keith 
owned it.   My enthusiasm for real motor cars was well and truly 
sparked by the 3 litre, and by the Boyd brothers’ 30/98 E Type 
Vauxhall which I also drove during that period.   The Vauxhall had 
a much nicer gearbox, and was a solid car with a somewhat better 
performance than the Bentley.   However, it was the Bentley which 
appealed to me more; more nimble handling, and an absolutely 
delightful engine.
 On one memorable war-time occasion we managed to 
scratch together enough petrol coupons for Keith, Roger Boyd 
and me to take a run out to Glorit on the Manukau South Heads 
Peninsula.   Keith had the wheel on the outward journey of some 
50 or 60 miles, and then to my absolute surprise and delight, he 
invited me to drive back.   This I have never forgotten; gravel 
roads, no traffic, and my first open road experience in something 
other than a motor cycle or a Model A Ford.   A small incident on 
the return journey remains in my memory.   I was approaching a 
sort of Y junction on the long leg, and a car was heading towards 
us on the left leg.   I believe we had the right of way, but it became 
obvious that he was not going to stop.   Nothing else to do but 

The purity of line of the early 30/98 Vauxhall, an Edwardian 
design.   This is an Australian based E Type, photographed 
during a Vauxhall Tour.   John Stewart recalls the delightful 

handling of the Boyd brothers’ car in the 1940s.   

firmly apply the two wheel brakes, which of course resulted in 
much skidding of the skinny beaded-edge tyres on the gravel.   To 
this day I can still recall Keith slapping me heavily across the 
shoulders, and shouting, “My tyres, my tyres!”   Fortunately no 
damage was done, but had the old tyres given out, we would have 
been very much stranded in a remote country area with very little 
traffic.
 Keith later cut off the rear body, with a view to “trucking” 
the poor old Bentley.   However, the tray back never eventuated, 
and when Roy Roycroft acquired the car, he cut 6 inches off the 
length of the body, and re-attached it.
 The 6½ litre on pages 8 and 9 reminds me very much of 
the car owned by good family friend Bruce Johnston of the Motor 
Specialties family.   Bruce lived very close to my present address 
in St Heliers, and I am pretty sure he still owned the car when he 
succumbed to a brain haemorrhage at a very early age.   I don’t 
know who acquired the car on his death, but I believe it was seen 
in the Onehunga area from time to time.
Regards,
John.        
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From Andrew Anderson:  Assorted Muzzle Loaders in Magazine 
16-5
Hi Tom.
A lovely lot on pages 6 to 9!  Here are the stories of some of them:
 The two-wheel braked 3 litre, chassis 61, went to Hawkes 
Bay after Hamlin quit it, and it lived with a virtual recluse there, 
surfacing only for the odd club meeting.   I met it in 1949 when I 
was an ANZCC Steward at a Hawkes Bay club sprint, taking the 
opportunity to visit the Lemons and their buried 40/50 Napier.   The 
Bentley owner gave me a brief drive of the 3 litre, and I always 
thereafter thought it was the nicest muzzle loader I have ever driven.   
Light, feather feeling steering and road-holding, and a really lovely 
noise!   The bloke went ever more reclusive, I’ve forgotten his name 
now, but I often tried to repeat the performance.   Roycroft got it from 
the estate on his death, and never had it long enough or exclusively 
enough to get enamoured!
 My old 4½/3 litre pictured below it has quite a story.   I 
bought it on 3 December 1950 from David (Duke) Gould, eldest 
of the three brothers with whom I had been at both Waihi School 
and Christ’s College.   He was heavily involved with horses, and 
acquired the car as a 4½ primarily to tow his horse floats.   He 
acquired it in Hawkes Bay from owners who acquired it before the 
War as a Maythorn drop-head coupé, as seen in the photo.   David, 
used to big Americans, admitted to holding on to long cog too often 
and too long, and the result was a 4½ with a very sad and noisy 
bottom end.   Enter Charlie Stanton, who was approached to fix 
this.   Charlie was already contemplating the 4½ conversion of his 
ex Scott, ex Stewart 3 litre, chassis 1215, and did a deal with David 
of a spare Speed Model 3 litre engine for the rattly 4½.   It all duly 
fitted together, going, but obviously not for horse floats.   I saw 
his advertisement, and was looking for a car suitable for modifying 
in the seating to suit my younger brother, who required the extra 
long legroom in the passenger side, which the Maythorn amply 
provided, and was promptly modified in February to become our 
daily transport.   It was an early 4½ with cone clutch and pot joints, 
and it went very well with the 3 litre, provided one used the “C” type 
box appropriately.   Come late December 1950, my brother wasn’t 
interested in using the car, and so it was that Bob Blackburne and his 
mechanical genius Ron Green (to whom I had just sold my Bugatti 
Brescia Modifée....don’t like small cars) decided that we would go 
up to view the Nelson Beach Races, and give the Bentley a good run 
before doing the conversion work.   At which I was silly enough to 
race the coupé, and Bob brought the ex Kennedy Austin 7 Racer with 
which he was to have a very successful 1951 season, to lead to the 
Mistral manufacture with which he is probably best remembered.
 The Beach Races were a tremendous Vintage show, with 
Russell Beach racing the ex Lucy Wills 3 litre that Mike Haggitt was 
to acquire during 1951;  Billie McMillan had the D8 Delage going 
very well; and Selwyn Jackson was racing the ex Bruges ex McDuff 
30/98, even beating the Jackson Special!   Yours truly in the 4½/3 
bearing Number 23 simply made up a field.   The photo on page 6 
shows us resting up at Kaiteriteri Beach.   With me is the Rex Frisken 
100 mph 3 litre which had been brought to Christchurch by Percy 
Bull from Hawkes Bay just after the War.   Rex Frisken acquired it 
from Jim Lowe in 1949, and was due to come up to Nelson together 
with Buddy Harding, whose 3 litre was still a-rebuilding, but was 
detained at work, so Buddy drove up with two mates in the Frisken 
car.   Bods in the photo are, left to right, two mates of Buddy beside 
my car; and Ron Green, Bob Blackburne and Buddy Harding on the 
3 litre.   I took the photo, and have several more of that trip.   Young 
Tim Seccombe was to acquire the Frisken car when Rex moved on 
to his 4¼ litre Derby Bentley, chassis B193LE.
 The Maythorn coupé had a quick run to Timaru in January 
1952 to see the chief engineer of the MV “Orari,” a 6500 tonne 
fridge ship of the Federal Steam Navigation Co, and get myself 

Andrew Anderson’s photograph of Bob Blackburne with Andrew’s 
4½/3 litre Maythorn Coupé, chassis SL3065, and Rex Frisken’s 
3 litre, chassis 1060/613; photographed on the way to Nelson 

beach races 1950/51.   

Andrew’s photograph of the two cars resting with their crews 
of (left to right) two mates of Buddy Harding, Ron Green, Bob 
Blackburne and Buddy Harding at Kaiteriteri Beach after the 

Nelson beach races.

John King’s photograph of the two Bentleys then owned by 
the Seccombe family at Invermay Hillclimb in 1972.   They are 

1060/613 and the ex Tunnicliffe 4½ litre, chassis AD3661.   Also 
in the photograph are our members George and Karen Calder, 

and the Hyper Lea Francis of June and John Hearne.

The sort of small car Andrew doesn’t like; Fenton Hamlin in his 
Bugatti Brescia, photographed by Glynn Williams.
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a billet as main greaser to replace the guy who jumped ship and 
successfully disappeared.   I put the Bentley up on blocks, and took 
off for my great OE in noisy company with two 3,000 HP 9 cylinder 
Sulzer diesels at a steady 98 rpm to cruise at 14 knots.   But I started 
my OE with £Stg 48-6-1, in contrast to the heavy indebtedness of 
our modern equivalent...
 On my return from that OE in September 1953, with the 
Bentley safely on blocks and garaged, I was immediately at work on 
the 40/50 Napier, which had been out of doors, and in need of a lot 
of tlc and it, together with Mollie’s newly acquired 1914 Humber 
with only 5000 miles on the clock, looked after our motoring needs 
until Christmas 1956, when the Napier’s skew gears stripped at 
Dunsandel en route to Queenstown with a full family crew.   Towed 
home by Father with the Mark V Jaguar, and smartly got 3 litre 
off blocks, checked over, and fired up, fixed sticky vacuum tank 
valve, and we’re off again....got as far as Waikouaiti, and top comes 
off number 3 piston.   Father-in-law tows us to Dunedin with 6 
cylinder Packard, and really get into it in Dunedin, while Napier 
gets skew gears in Christchurch, is rapidly completed, and we’ve 
learned the hard way about modern oils and internal gears!   In 
Dunedin we find a very sad back end, with no fewer than three 
seriously broken pinion teeth, but have new white metal throughout, 
ground crankshaft and new pistons, and drive home “running in” 
using Gordon Sharpe’s 4½ back end.   However, the decision is 
made to stick with the 40/50 Napier, and sell the Bentley, which at 
the princely sum of £250 doesn’t sell!
 Enter Derek Margetts, on the scene, as often.   Having 
sold the Alpine Eagle Rolls-Royce chassis (which I had had the 
exhilarating experience of driving from Ashburton some years 
before) he had acquired the ex Dr Louisson early 3 litre long chassis 
car, likewise a wife and then a family, for which an open 3 litre was 
proving a problem.   Would I sell him the coupé body?   You bet.   
Done deal, the Margetts family duly enclosed, and Anderson, now 
with a shortened 3 litre chassis frame as well, finds the bodyless 
set-up an easy sell to Dave Bowman, who used the original long 
chassis, but with the 3 litre radiator, and the lovely car has now been 

Andrew Anderson’s captions on this page: The British Racing 
Drivers’ Club badge on the 6½, visible on page 9 of magazine 
16-5, had gone when I first saw it at Wheelers. The guy in the 
photo is Don Greig himself with those dreadful downdraught 

carburettors on full display. Photo was taken as part of a series for 
publicity leading up to the 1950 Wigram Vintage Race meeting.

Mollie and the Humber are at our first post recess event to Sheffield in early 1954.  Her co-driver was Ian Hunt, an old family friend 
from the next street in Dunedin, as both Gordon Sharpe and I were fully involved in running the event, for which we had a big turnout, 

including Spud Jackson and the 6½. Mollie and Ian were caught, just after completing the run around the car by its peculiarity of getting 
itself into 3rd gear and reverse at the same time if not very carefully and positively put into neutral on stopping. By this time, Mollie had 
it down to a fine art, and our team could stop the engine, lift the seat and floor boards, have top off the box and our special lever and 

back lash gauge into action to put the car back in neutral, box top back on with new gasket, floor and seats back in exactly 6½ minutes. 
So, in spite of this performance, she and Ian won the event!
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re-converted to a 4½ by Brian Wright.   Funnily enough, the Margetts 
now coupé-bodied 3 litre went to Canada, and is still happily run 
by the same guy who originally bought it.   So that’s the story of 
SL3065.
 Over to page 7, and at the top we’ve got NZ’s only genuine 
pre-war Speed Six, brought to the country before the war by Sybil 
Lupp’s father Wellesley Colley, who arrived as a very senior Air 
Force officer wallah at Woodbourne, Blenheim, and certainly 
endowed Sybil with the enthusiasm to make that race-about 4½, 
chassis RN3030, which finally came to Christchurch with brief 2-
seater body and 40 gallon tank, successfully run by Bob Blackburne,  
then George Weigle, and Bill Clark, who fully and properly restored 
it.
 The Speed Six was acquired by D.M. Nathan, and was very 
seldom seen or run, and was last seen by me at Jim Sullivan’s place at 
Otaio, apparently to prevent its disposal overseas.   Lost touch with it!  
(Ed: it was sold to Melbourne in 1986.) 
 The Tunnicliffe 4½ I only knew in A.B. Seccombe’s hands.  
He was a very recent vintagent, but with the resources to acquire nice machinery, and he brought out another Speed Six, which he ran 
in the 1965 Haast Pass Rally, and, as stated above, his son Tim acquired the Rex Frisken 100 MPH 3 litre.
 Pages 8 and 9: the alleged Speed Six is actually a very standard 6½ litre acquired during or just after the War by a Mr B. 
Johnston, the proprietor of Motor Specs.   Motor Specialities was the pioneer predecessor to the likes of Repco and Super Cheap Auto.   
He re-bodied the car to the shape shown in the photos, as a close-coupled four seater, and a vestigial hood was fitted.  The performance 
was to be maximised by higher compression pistons (not actually fitted) and modern twin downdraught carburettors, which were a 
disaster.   After some Auckland appearances we find the car advertised in the July 1949 issue of Sportscar as “Extremely fast, completely 
overhauled and in perfect mechanical condition....Will sell outright, or will accept small car in exchange.   B. Johnston, PO Box 1393, 
Auckland.”
 Shortly thereafter, I saw the car in Lyttelton St, Christchurch, outside the Wheeler MG establishment, for sale.
 The Speed Twenty Alvis shown is that of B.H. Clinkard of Auckland.   He was well liked and a real character, who regularly 

Andrew Anderson and his 40/50 Napier competing in the 1968 Irishman Creek Rally, along with Vauxhall 20/60, Model A Ford and Riley 
9 co-entrants.   Even Norm King’s Austin A50, the check marshal’s car, is now eligible for VCC membership.  John King’s photograph.

A.B. Seccombe’s Speed Six at the 1972 Pan Pacific VCC Rally 
Sprint at Wanaka, ahead of Willis Brown’s 4½ litre.   The Speed 
Six’s chassis number has always eluded us, but Willis’s car was 
the ex C.W.F. Hamilton car, chassis HF3198.   John King took 

the photograph.
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appeared all over the North Island.   Rob Shand met him at 
Paekakariki and Waikanae beach races.   I personally never met 
him.   I believe he was a Navy man, with, at one stage, an Ansaldo 
engined special a-building on board one of HM’s ships.   Quite a 
bloke!
 To get back to the ex Johnston 6½:  enter plumber 
apprentice bod Don Grieg armed with, (a) a legacy, and, (b) a 
vivid imagination as to his capabilities!   He promptly buys the car 
and expects MG characters at Wheelers to help him with it.   Not 
likely!   They promptly refer him to Selwyn Jackson, who lived 
just around the corner in Cobham St, who, with Frank Blandford 
of OM fame, and I proved delighted to help.   We got him sorted 
out with a lot of “driving lessons,” and got him a competition 
licence, but simply couldn’t get the car to go really well.   With 
Don at the wheel at both the 2nd Kiwi Hill Climb, and the Vintage 
Race at Wigram on 25 February 1950, the performances were 
uniformly dismal, and obviously the honour and glory of motor 
sport was fading quickly.   Don took off in a different direction.   
He volunteered for the Korean War, NZ’s K Force, leaving the 
6½ with Selwyn and me to look after until his return.    The car 
thus became virtually a club car, and we quickly found the original 
Smith carburettor and manifold among the spares, and, voila, a 
really nicely running 6½.   Selwyn did some trials with it, and I 
got my very first serious speeding ticket it as Bob Blackburne and 
I drove it up to Leslie Hills  that October, chasing entries for the 
Centennial Rally.   During that event it was used by Bob Blandford, 
as by then I had got SL3065, and I lost close touch with it.   Selwyn 
was still looking after it when I got back from my OE in 1953, and 
had it running very nicely at the VCC’s first post-recess Rally to 
Sheffield in early 1954, which Mollie won with the 1914 Humber.   
Selwyn moved up to Wellington, and the car disappeared, but was 
certainly salvaged, and is either the Fairbrother car or the Brian 

Rankine one.
 I’ve been thinking about the change from a Gurney 
Nutting Saloon to my Maythorn body on SL3065.   I suspect some 
major calamity to have sparked this, because of another serious 
modification to the car which shows up in the photo in 16-5 if 
studied closely; there are no Perrot shafts to the front anchors!   
Someone converted the sharp end to hydraulics, and made a very 
professional job, probably in the UK, to a seriously inappropriate 
design.   Compensation between the two systems was purely 
linear; pull one, push the other, and no pressure balance bar, with 
the result that, on set-up, one had really good brakes, but within 
a week’s driving reverted to a two-wheel braking system.   It was 
always the hydraulics that disappeared, not the rear mechanicals.   
Thus, every six months at WoF time I had really good brakes which 
reverted to standard Anderson practice for the next 5¾ months!   
“Duke” Gould had lots of fun with this peculiarity with his horse 
floats, as he later admitted.   I’m sure Dave Bowman went back to 
Perrot shafts.

I’m looking forward to John Stewart’s memories, as he 
goes back much further than me.
Regards,
Andrew.
John Stewart adds:
What a mine of fascinating information issues from Andy.  I do 
hope his memories are being properly recorded somewhere.
 I was delighted to read that we are of the same opinion 
regarding the driveability of the Cutten 3 litre, certainly the best 
vintage car I have every driven, with much nicer handling that the 
3 litre I imported from Britain.   
 I was happy that my identification of the Johnston car was 
correct.   My eldest brother David was good friends with Bruce, 
with whom he also had a business relationship.   I recall the car in a 
warehouse property of Motor Specs,’ where Bruce and David were 
experiencing huge frustration in trying to adjust the 3 eccentric 
camshaft drive cranks.   It was pretty typical of Bruce that with 
the Motor Specs stock available they fitted new carburettors to 
everything, with frequently less than satisfactory results.   One 
such conversion was on David’s 25 HP Sunbeam.   The updraught 
Zenith fitted was a complete failure, and was soon removed.   I 
sold that carburettor very recently, for an early veteran application, 
where it is doing a good job.
 I don’t think Bruce ever enjoyed very satisfactory 
motoring with the Bentley, and at one stage he offered it to another 
brother of mine to take it away and do what he liked with it.   Said 
brother did not take up the offer!
Kind Wishes,
John.          

6½ litre, chassis KR2692, photographed in Taranaki by John 
King during Dave Bowman’s ownership.   The car is now in Brian 

Rankine’s care.

With 30/98 Vauxhalls having been mentioned in this article, here is our late member, Nigel Price, with his 30/98.
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Northern Region Reports- Chips and Cheeps
 by Ann and Rodney Hutchison

A sunny Sunday in September saw the gathering of our 
enthusiastic flock to venture south in search of avian inspiration at 
the Pukorokoro (Miranda) Shorebird Centre.   Unlike the fearless 
and untiring bar tailed godwits, who make the eight day journey 
from Alaska to Miranda each spring, our Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
enthusiasts prefer a watering hole or two along the way.   Topping 
up with fuel first at the Botanical Gardens café, the group set off 
determinedly for Kaiaua, to ascertain whether they still sold the 
best fish and chips in Auckland. Godwits, as we were to discover, 
come genetically pre-programmed to fly to their breeding grounds.   
Fortunately we were equipped with definitive notes by Peter 
Morelli, so we suffered no attenuation on the first leg. Assembling 
at the fish and chippery, thorough sampling by our president, Don 
Cresswell, proved that the fodder was as scrumptious as ever, and 
we luxuriated in the Spring sunshine and contemplated the perils 
of the remaining 7km drive along the coast to the shorebird centre.   
The flock suffered a bit of natural falling out with Glynn Williams 
and Berwick Taylor having to take off early, plus a dodgy moment 
later on with the Worthingtons’ starter motor, but we arrived,  
largely unscathed, at Miranda, where we were thanked for raising 
the tone of their car-park.   This we certainly did, with an eight 
litre, a Derby, an S1, a Silver Cloud and a Corniche.   Tea and 
coffee were on hand for any needing revival.   A fascinating talk 
by Louisa outlined the work of the Trust, rightfully very proud 
of their self-funded work aimed at education, and the protection 
of the many shorebird species that assemble on their shellfish-
rich beaches.   The Trust also works with the Chinese and Korean 
governments over protection of the godwit habitat along the way.   
It is not just wind, weather and the huge distances they have to 

contend with; a million arctic migrants are shot for food each year 
as they travel via the East Asia-Australasian flyway.   The godwits 
receive international acclaim, as they are such a long surviving 
and gritty species, a bit like our motors, but there are plenty of 
other birds to be seen at Miranda such as wrybill, who come up 
from the South island, oystercatchers pied and variable, dotterels, 
red knots and Caspian terns.

The godwits feed up at Miranda throughout the summer, 
and then in Autumn they set off on their breeding cycle via China to 
Alaska, where they lay their eggs.   The chicks are well nourished 
in the spring melt on the tundra.   The fattened adult  females depart 
first (they lose half their body weight along the way,) and then the 
males, leaving the chicks to fill up on the remaining food before 
they too make the eight day non-stop journey back to Miranda, to 
meet up with juveniles from the previous season who were not yet 
ready for the arduous breeding journey.   Migration of birds poses 
all sorts of questions and we were full of them.   “How do they 
know when to go?” “How do they communicate with each other?”  
“How do they navigate?”   It’s all in the DNA, apparently.

As a treat, Louisa took us a further 2 km down the road to 
the hides where at low tide one gets a great view of the flocks of 
birds.   At the time of our visit the adults were on their way from 
Alaska, and had been sighted already in New Zealand.   We saw 
the rather lazy looking flock of juveniles, doubtless getting ready 
to address a few choice remarks to their returning parents.   Anne 
saw her first wrybill, (well about 100 of them buzzing about very 
industriously), so she was most happy.   The sparkling sun made it 
doubly worthwhile and all agreed it had been a most satisfactory 
journey.

Bentleys assembling at the Botanical Gardens – Ted Worthington’s S1, chassis B429EK; Rod Hutchison’s 3½ litre, chassis B87BL; 
and Peter Morelli’s 8 litre, chassis YX5114.

(Left) Our Chairman, Don Cresswell, looks as if he has a Bentley rival for the fish and chips; (Right) Godwit spotting.
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The Great Northern Kitchen and Garage Raid
 by Rodney Hutchison

Despite a grey day, twenty-one cars descended upon Chez Hadfield 
in Coatesville, just north of Auckland; the traffic jam in the driveway 
was a sight to behold.  Cars ranged from the Morelli supercharged 
4½ litre Bentley, through Richard Green’s and George Urquhart’s 
20/25s, to Derek Evennett’s Bentley Continental GTV8.  Also to 
be seen were representatives of the Derby, Mark VI, S3 “Chinese 
Eye”, Turbo “R” and GTC Bentley; and Silver Cloud II, Silver 
Shadow and Silver Spirit Rolls-Royces.

The event started in the Hadfield kitchen, where Lois 
had gone to enormous effort to feed a magnificent morning tea 
to the multitudes.  They then migrated to the “garage,” where the 
general conversation turned much more technical, including “how 
on earth do you get into and out of that Triumph dickie seat?”
 Lunch was at “The Fireplace” in Kumeu, a short (for most) 
drive away.   Despite all being provided with route instructions, 
I was staggered at the variety of routes taken by the team.   Just 
maybe that says something about my instructions – maybe I 
should use larger type?    Lunch went very well, but just to add to 
the levity, our secretary presented a prize for the member who had 
travelled the farthest to attend.  That was comfortably won by Rob 
and Michelle Carthew, who had just jetted in from Bali specially 
to attend.

All in all, a great time was had by everyone, and a big vote 
of thanks must go to Richard and Lois for hosting us so well.

(Above)  Does anyone remember the phrase “peaceful co-
existence?”   Here we have Peter Morelli’s supercharged Bentley, 
chassis XT6362, having a chat with David Merryweather’s Rolls-

Royce Silver Cloud II, chassis SRA67.
(Left) Lois Hadfield at the Northern Region AGM 

on 27 November, photographed by Philip Eilenberg.
(Below)  Lois and Richard Hadfield photographed during the 2010 

Bentley Drivers Club Tour of Great Britain.
Thank you, Lois, for a great Chairmanship of the Northern 

Region.
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I don’t suppose Tuakau sounds all that exciting, but those of us who 
ventured down that way for this weekend were quite surprised.  
Not that any of us should be surprised at the quality, variety and 
interest of events arranged by our Chairman Lois.  The fact that 
she is retiring at the next A.G.M. should have galvanised more 
than 15 members to enjoy this, her last function.

The Tuakau hotel has been bought by a pair of airline 
pilots who have given the old place a very thorough shake up.  It 
is now a very stylish and well decorated place with a fabulous 
restaurant.   We arrived at about five o’clock on Friday evening 
having fought the usual Auckland traffic making a total journey of 
two hours.  We had planned to leave earlier but events conspired 
against us.  Incidentally the journey home took just under one hour 
which just shows how important it is to get the timing right when 
travelling around Auckland these days.  All one can say is that we 
have been very badly served by our planners these last few years.
 On arrival we decided it was time for a “Nanna Nap” 
so we didn’t get to the bar for a refreshing tincture until gone six 
o’clock.  Then we wandered into the dining room for a great meal.  
Now I’m not sure whether we have been eating much smaller meals 
lately or that the meals at the hotel were real country servings but 
all I can say is that they were enormous servings.  We had four 
meals there (two lunches and two dinners), and on all occasions 
we were obliged to leave some food behind.   Correct that to a lot 
of food behind.

Northern Division Weekend Away in Tuakau
 by Richard Hadfield, with photographs by George Urquhart

              On Saturday we were instructed to drive to the very nice 
lodge called “Castaways” where we had a great lunch – once again 
far too much food – or was I still full from last night?  Castaways 
is located high up over the west coast and boasts the most fabulous 
ocean views you could wish to see.  The weather wasn’t all that 
flash at the time, so we had a great selection of west coast rollers 
to watch over lunch. The strange thing about the trip back was 
that there were three groups of us who decided to either follow 
the instructions or use a Garmin sat-nav or, in our case, use our  
Tom Tom.  We all took very different routes, and all arrived within 
minutes of each other, so go figure, as they say.
              After lunch we drove back to Waiuku to the residence of 
a member of the Horseless Carriage Club of New Zealand (Roy 
Sharman) to see his rather marvellous collection which includes 
two steam traction engines (yes two) and some remarkable cars.  
Now Roy can tell you the complete history of every one of the cars 
in his collection which includes some very rare and interesting 
cars.  He even got the engine running of the second oldest known 
curved dash Oldsmobile and it wasn’t too hard to start either.  As 
well as his collection of motorised transport, Roy has the most 
interesting array of memorabilia on display.  Like all collectors, he 
knows the complete history of every single item his sheds.
              What a great day and what a fabulous culmination to 
Lois’s term as our chairman.  I look forward to seeing you all at 
the A.G.M. in a couple of weeks.

Our host, Horseless Carriage Club member Roy Sharman, surrounded by his collection of transport memorabilia and equipment, 
talking to our group.
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Southern Region Reports- Annual General  Meeting

Just about everybody who attended the Southern Region Annual General Meeting came properly “dressed.”  
Note the nor-easterly wind keeping the trees well exercised.

On Sunday afternoon, 30 October, the Southern Region Annual 
General Meeting was held at the Balcairn home of Andy Bain and 
Jeremy Evans.   This is a beautiful venue, and the trees have grown 
up around the house, which was re-located from its original setting 
of Winchester St in Christchurch, so that the perennial problem of 
the nor-easterly wind was kept at bay, so that our meeting took 
place on the lawn.  The business was disposed of in short order, but 
because of progress reports for the 2017 Annual General Meeting, 
which we are hosting around Christchurch, we did not manage to 

achieve our target seven minutes’ duration.
 Jeremy Evans has stepped down from our local 
Chairmanship, and we have appreciated the leadership he has 
been able to achieve, despite his busy life.   Geoff Walls was voted 
to succeed Jeremy, and, in his absence overseas, was applauded.   
The rest of the local committee, consisting of Martin Vincent, 
Alastair Scott, Alan Race, Michael Midgley, Keith Hunter and 
Tom King continue in their roles. 

Canterbury Anniversary Weekend Touring Run to Oamaru
11 to 13 November 

Keith Hunter’s beautiful 1965 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III is the final flowering of the English coach-building tradition, for by the next 
year James Young of Bromley had shut up shop.   This was their interpretation of the body style which H.J. Mulliner called the “Flying 

Spur,” and was built on the Continental chassis, as its chassis number of SJR621C indicates.

The province of Canterbury was founded in December 1850, 
although there were earlier European settlers here, as well as 
Maori, who had, wisely as subsequent seismic events have 
demonstrated, lived some distance away from the swamps upon 
which Christchurch was established.
 A convenient Friday in November has become 
Canterbury’s Public Holiday, or Show Day.   It comes at the end 
of a busy week for Agricultural and Pastoral Association Show 
participants, horse racing enthusiasts, and university examination 
candidates.   At this time of year, successive southerly storms 
descend, but these are preceded by hot nor-westerly winds, so 

that childhood memories of Show Day consist mostly of extreme 
sunburn, the rapid expenditure of the modest pocket money, and 
becoming lost from the rest of the family.
 For several years the Southern Region of our Club has 
organised a touring weekend away from Canterbury, and this year 
Keith Hunter and Geoff Walls chose Oamaru, 250 kilometres 
south of Christchurch, as the base for our motoring.   The town is 
a popular tourist centre, and accommodation can be hard to find, 
but the helpful proprietor of the Oamaru Motor Lodge coordinated 
bookings there, and at the Heritage Lodge nearby.  Once the status 
of Mr and Mrs Walls as mother and son, and not husband and 
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The Ridgen/Parish family’s 1965 Bentley S3, chassis B292HN has been in their ownership since new.   Katy and John Parish had 
another car along, so drove home to Gore from Oamaru, while Glynn Williams had the privilege of driving Helen Ridgen north to 

Dunsandel in the S3. 

wife, was appreciated, all proceeded smoothly.
 This year we were fortunate to be able to include six of 
our friends from the Northern Region, four of whom, Rodney and 
Ann Hutchison and Peter and Mary Morelli, brought their cars 
south, while Glynn Williams and Philip Eilenberg came down by 
air, and travelled with local members.   The balance of the two 
marques is always interesting, but this year we had eight Bentleys 
and two Rolls-Royces.   These cars had a good span of age, the 
years 1931, 1934, 1936, 1939, 1952, two from 1965, 1971, 1976, 
and 1994 being represented.   The cars’ occupants covered a good 
span of decades too, for a happy and congenial group of twenty-
two.   Our new member Neil Cremasco had just taken delivery of 
his 1976 Bentley T1, and it seemed to enjoy its run as well as Neil 
did.   The weather was distinctly iffy during the whole weekend, 
and perhaps by 1976 the Company had equipped their cars with an 
intermittent setting for the windscreen wipers; on your reporter’s 
1971 car, the constant stretch for the wiper switch certainly keeps 
the driver occupied.  
 Keith and Geoff had devised touring routes which 
avoided State Highway 1 as much as possible, and issued photo-
copied maps, with way points marked.  Keith has travelled most 

(Left) From left, Bruce, Philomena and Kate McIlroy, Mary and 
Peter Morelli with his lunch, and Neil Cremasco.

(Above)  Peter Morelli’s photograph captures a halo effect no 
doubt enhanced by the gin bottle at Fleur’s Place being used to 

contain drinking water.   From left, Your Reporter, John Ferguson, 
and Philip Eilenberg.

roads in the South Island, and is also familiar with the best places 
to eat.   The restaurants selected for our dinners were Riverstone, 
to the north of the 45th Parallel (that was significant, because, 
with the weather being unpleasantly cold, we at least had the 
comfort of knowing that we were closer to the Equator than to 
the South Pole) on Friday, and Portside on the harbour beside the 
local penguin colonies.   These were both excellent choices, and 
quite how Riverstone managed seventy celebrants of their 10th 
anniversary in the main room, and our group in a nicely heated 
annexe I don’t know, but they did.  

Any trip farther south than Oamaru should include 
Fleur’s Place at Moeraki, and that was our half-way point during 
Saturday’s tour, which took in the beautiful coastline south of 
Oamaru through Kakanui, to join SH1 at Waianakarua to Moeraki.   
Suitably fortified by Fleur Sullivan’s superb lunch, we turned off 
SH1 at Maheno, and explored the beautiful rolling countryside 
through Five Forks and Takarahi, to Duntroon near the south bank 
of the Waitaki River, eventually arriving back at Oamaru in time 
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Neil Cremasco’s mint 1976 Bentley T1, chassis SBH18295.
for a wee nap before dinner.

We had an excellent weekend; thank you, Geoff and Keith, for your organisation, and to all those who attended.   A few hours 
after returning home, at 0002 hours on 14 November, our world changed again.   Rodney Hutchison drove possibly the last Bentley to 
travel from Picton to Christchurch, past Kaikoura, for quite some time, and his article is on page 25.    

The closest we came to a Failure to Proceed occurred on Sunday morning, with a flat tyre on Bruce and Diana Carey’s Bentley 
Continental “R.”   Here Kate McIlroy has the spare wheel ready (no “space saver” rubbish here!) while her father Bruce mans the jack, 
Bruce Carey is ready to help, and Helen Ridgen marvels at the craftsmanship the builders of this delectable future classic incorporated 
at every point.  Darren Day, now Head of Interior Design at Crewe, was stopped by police while driving one.   The policeman told him, 

“Nothing wrong, sir; I’d just like to say this is the most beautiful car I’ve ever seen.” 
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From Our Roving Reporter - Cuba
Story and Photos by Glynn Williams Except Where Noted

We arrived at Havana Airport late at night, and immediately noted 
that the electric lighting was dim, and not much of it.   After clearing 
immigration we all undergo baggage X-ray, much the same as if 
you were boarding a plane in America.   The Cuban Government 
is very anti drugs and gangs; hence these measures. 
   I had been told that the old cars were few and far between, 
but I was delighted to see the airport car park was 15% 1950s 
Americana.  Our cheery taxi driver ushered us to his tired elderly 
Daewoo.   On reversing out of our car park there was much noise 
and vibration from under the bonnet, and on turning the steering 
wheel nothing happened.   The driver switched off the engine and 
then restarted - all normal and no noise other than the rattly engine 
- steering restored!   The driver apologised, explaining that it does 
that when you park in tight spaces.   Very reassuring!   With one 
headlamp lighting the treetops and the other the offside curbing we 
drove over the poorly lit potholed roads to our Bed & Breakfast.   
Although it was around midnight, there was much traffic, and lots 
of people hitch-hiking or waiting for the local buses.   The local 
buses are subsidised by the Government, and can only be used by 
Cuban citizens. 

Do you remember the Saturday Evening Post magazines 
of the 1950s?   Cuba is a bit like the magazine being locked in the 
1950s, except that everything is now falling to bits.   They are big 
on deferred maintenance.

The “glorious” revolution of 1959 has not been forgotten; 
there are many monuments commemorating the revolution, and 
more examples of deferred maintenance.

I was delighted to see so many old cars on the road.   
Closer inspection revealed that there are not many good examples.   
Since 1959 there has been no access to parts, so the things the local 
“craftsmen” have done to keep these cars mobile is mind boggling.     
Truck axles have replaced independent front suspensions, and 
replacement rear axles are often much wider than the original.   
Sadly, most of the 6 and 8 cylinder engines have been replaced 
by “Eastern Block” 4 cylinder diesels, which not only sound like 
noisy old tractors, but smoke and fume badly.   Some cars with 
wrap around windscreens now sport a join in the middle, where 
they have used two broken windscreens, and cobbled the good ends 
together.   The current official government approved replacement 
engine is a Hyundai 4 cylinder diesel unit - it can cope with the 
poor quality local fuel.

Ladas are the most common car, then Moskovichs and 
some Volgas.   These are old as not many cars have come into 

The brown blob is a Nash/Austin Metropolitan upgrade with 
bumpers that would please only Ralph Nader.

The green Chevrolet Fleetmaster taxi in José Jáuregui’s photograph is clearly equipped with front leaf springs and a beam axle, 
whereas the ex Rolls-Royce engineer Maurice C. Olley (1889-1972) had a major hand in ensuring that most General Motors cars from 

when he joined that company in 1929, right through until the Chevrolet Corvette, had independent front suspension.

Cuba since the collapse of Communist Russia in the late 1980s 
and early ‘90s.

I was delighted and fascinated by the passing parade and 
often loitered on the sidewalk, just watching. All the old American 
name badges, long since obsolete - Packards, Studebakers, De 
Sotos, Plymouths, Ramblers, Oldsmobiles, Pontiacs, Mercurys, 
and the odd Edsel.   There are a few English cars too - Prefects, 
Mark 1 and 2 Consuls & Zephyrs, Humbers, Austins, Morris 
Minors, Land Rovers, and all in daily use.   The rare and low 
production examples I saw were a Henry J (America’s take 
on a small car early ‘50s) and a ‘50s Kaiser Manhattan, which 
appeared to be mint.   One disappointment for me was that there 
were no “step down” Hudsons, a fond memory of my Dinky 
Hudson Commodore).

A ride in a taxi here is different from anywhere else, a 
blessing, following our experience of New York taxis, where the 
drivers are surly and demand a 20% tip.   In Cuba you negotiate 
the price before you get in.   It is very chea,p and taxi drivers 
don’t get tips.   On completion of the trip, the driver opens your 
door (probably because the lock is dodgy), and shakes your hand 
as if you were a long time friend.   One trip in Havana was in a 
battered 1956 Mercury Monterey.   The diesel tractor engine had 
the exhaust exiting through the cab rather than the usual exhaust 
pipe.   The seats were on their 20th reupholster, with tired black 
vinyl on sagging springs, no floor covering, minimal door linings, 
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Two distantly related Ford products; a Mercury station wagon with very dodgy panel fits, and an English Consul. 

no door rubbers, the odd opaque perspex widow replacement, and the speedo not working.   This taxi did have interior door handles.   
The body and chassis were only loosely connected.   Half way through the trip the sky opened with one of their spectacular electrical 
storms. The windscreen wipers were ineffectual, probably because their original 1956 rubbers were ineffective.  Water flooded in 
everywhere.   At our destination we had pleasant good-byes and hand-shakes.
Things notable by their absence:
1. No burnout rubber strips on the roads, probably because the aged diesel engines are short on motive power, let alone enough to spin 
the wheels, but also these cars will not be replaced in the foreseeable future and must be nurtured.
 2. No derelict cars - everything with wheels is still on the road.   Those that are in bits are being worked on. 
 3. Mobile phones are few and far between.   Hardly anyone using their mobile phone, as the network is virtually zilch.   You know when 
you are near the wi-fi places - anxious groups are tapping on their screens.
Thereafter -
The old petrol stations are fabulous fifties. No large petrol company’s upgrade, as the Cuban Government is the sole owner.   Standard 
petrol is 83 octane, and super 91 octane.   We have lost the last of these we had in New Zealand.   Even that charmer in Mission Bay 
has long been a pizza place. 

New Zealand is often singled out and criticised for having an aged motor vehicle fleet.   Cuba must be the winner in this 
statistic by a large margin.   There are few pre-war vehicles on the road.   I saw one mid ‘30s Ford V8 commercial, a ‘35 Ford V8, and 
the odd Model A.    At first glance there appear to be a lot of Model A Tourers around Havana; however, on closer inspection, they are 

The green 1947 Cadillac hearse is a taxi.
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The Model A Tourer in front of the red & white Ford Customline 
Sunliner Convertible is a fake, but never mind.

(Above) The broken Moskvitch windscreen is glued together, and 
note the structural rust repair to the windscreen pillar.

The Plymouth convertible seems to be left over from the era when 
Havana was the playground of a racy North American clientele.

(Below) This mid-fifties Buick Century has fared quite well, and 
adds a timeless air to the streetscape.

fibreglass replicas.
Breakdowns are frequent. Every mile or two there are 

cars on the side of the road, bonnet up with people, sometimes 
crowds, effecting the repair. 

Accidents are something of a spectator sport. Everyone 
stops in order to have a good look.   We saw two, one where a 
tourist bus had gone down an embankment and landed on its side.   
We were able to ascertain first hand that there were no injuries.  
The second incident was a taxi on the motorway that had gone into 
a river; not so sure about the injuries on that one, but the sight of 
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Remembering the era when the New Zealand oil companies were leaning on the smaller petrol stations by marking them for a quaintly 
named “Visual Manifestation” surely this rates a !0?

The motorway picture is us all having a look at the taxi that ended up in the river.

the Police turning up in a commandeered 1954 Bel Air taxi struck 
me as very Keystone Cops.   Incidentall,y the Police cars are 
usually elderly Ladas, often with rust blossoming though.   That 
must terrify the baddies! 

When we departed to the airport our driver was Julio 
in his smart red and white 53 Bel Air.   His card read “Chofer 
Profesional”.   This car had new original style upholstery covered 
in clear plastic covers.   In the 35 degree, high humidity, climate 
I stuck to the plastic covers.   This was fortunate as my door kept 
flying open. There were frequent stops to close the door. “It was 
OK until yesterday, when a woman slammed it”, said Julio. Usual 
warm handshakes at the airport, and he did get a tip!

To validate this article for our magazine I did ask 

throughout the trip if there were any Bentleys or Rolls Royces 
in Cuba.   This always drew a blank - “never saw a car like that!”   
Only Julio remembered an old Rolls, but he hadn’t seen it for 
some years ... “There was a Hitler Mercedes”. 

So, anyone thinking that an old car from Cuba might be 
a good buy; forget it.   A lot look good at a distance, but are not so 
hot closer up.   They have been around the clock a few times.

Having said that, I loved my trip to Cuba, and I am really 
pleased I went recently.    With the American sanctions being lifted, 
things are going to change, and I needed to see it pre-McDonald’s.    
All they say about the music and bands is true, and the Spanish 
speaking locals are just lovely. 

This could be a New Zealand beach scene from 1955, apart from the slightly exotic 1954 Mercury coupé which didn’t make our market.
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Rumblings in the South Provided by a Rolls-Royce Product
Article and Photographs by John King

The monumental effort by Roy Tilley and Ken White in 
documenting New Zealand’s Rolls-Royce and Bentley engines 
tells an interesting story of part of our mechanical heritage.   They 
were wise, however, to keep the listings to the original nameplates 
and not go into more recent series of mergers and acquisitions of 
companies still manufacturing and trading under their own names. 
Rolls-Royce’s 1995 purchase of the Allison Engine Company, for 
example, would have added hundreds more entries, from the V-
1710 as found in Curtiss P-40s, through the T56 series powering 
Hercules, Orions and Convair 580s, to the Model 250 engine in 
large numbers of turbine helicopters.

And that’s just aviation.   Rolls-Royce has long been 
involved in marine power-plants, both turbine and diesel, and the 
list of such companies within corporate Rolls-Royce is long and 
exceedingly complicated with its mergers and part-ownerships 
with apparently competing companies.

One such company is MTU Friedrichshafen GmbH, 
formed in 1909 by Wilhelm Maybach and his son Karl.   Over the 
years, as well as the luxury line of Maybach cars, the company’s 
engines powered everything from Zeppelins to railcars and tanks, 
always with a line in heavy-duty marine diesels.    MTU became 
part of the Tognum Corporation about 10 years ago, and Tognum 
was acquired by Daimler AG and Rolls-Royce Holdings in 2011. 
Three years later Tognum was renamed Rolls-Royce Power 
Systems as a wholly owned part of Rolls-Royce Holdings.

So they might not wear the familiar R-R badge or sport 
the Spirit of Ecstasy as figureheads, but some vessels plying New 
Zealand waters depend on Rolls-Royce subsidiaries for their 
power.   They may be a long way from the road vehicles enjoyed 
by club members, but the diesel engines in the Milford Wanderer 
offer some excuse for this item.

The Milford Wanderer first entered service in 1992, and 
a 2011 refit reorganised and upgraded passenger accommodation 
into 18 two-berth cabins with shared facilities.   Built of steel 
and 32 metres overall, her hull shape is based on the lines of a 
traditional New Zealand coastal trading scow with the emphasis 
on shallow draught (less than two metres) and stability rather than 
speed (around nine knots, depending on headwinds). 

The ketch rig with fore-and-aft sails, while functional, 
is more for show and in keeping with the ship’s role in carrying 
tourists around parts of Stewart Island and Fiordland.   Motive 
power is a pair of MTU Series 50 four-cylinder diesels, providing 
a relaxed note in tune with the surroundings and general air of 
pottering about the many islands and coves of the southern 
fjords.

I grew up in Christchurch and have an unashamed 
affinity for the South Island – the vast panorama of the Mackenzie 
Country with its wind-sculptured cloudscapes, the texture of the 
red tussock covering the Central Otago hills, the hidden valleys of 
the Southern Alps. 

Fiordland is high on my list of favourite places.    I’ve 
read most of the books on the subject, I’ve driven to Milford Sound 
twice and flown in and around there several more times.   I’ve 
flown into Martins Bay a few times, twice behind my own Gipsy 
Major, and pottered about its 19th century homestead site.   I’ve 
flown over various parts of Fiordland by various means and stood 
on the ledge halfway up Sutherland Falls (rather unexpectedly, 
given my lack of head for heights), and I especially envy those 
who live close to Fiordland.

A couple of years ago Dorothy and I watched a tourist 
film in Te Anau about the more remote parts of Fiordland – and 
let’s face it, no part of the region could be described as unremote 
unless it’s the Milford Sound tourist boat wharf around noon on 
a fine day.    That film would move a Rapa Nui moai and led to 
heavy sighs from both of us.

Earlier this year Dorothy saw an advertisement for week-
long cruises of the southern fjords.   It should be understood at 
this point that both of us have a profound aversion to the very idea 
of multi-thousand-passenger cruise liners, but this promised to 
be different. After maybe a couple of seconds of deep discussion 
we decided it would make a memorable anniversary present to 
ourselves, so we paid our non-refundable deposit, organised 
flights to and from Queenstown and accommodation for the 
nights either end of the cruise, and sat back to await screeds of 
information about our trip, the sort of thing one saves a lifetime 
to experience.

Milford Wanderer under way in Dusky Sound.   The slightly industrial structure at the stern houses the kayaks, and can be lowered 
when that exercise is undertaken.
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Contact from Real Journeys was minimal and mostly 
centred on the need for warm wet-weather gear and long gumboots, 
hardly surprising.   During the first weekend in August we braved 
Air New Zealand’s latest efforts to alienate its passengers and, in 
the full pre-7.00 am darkness and chill of a Queenstown winter’s 
Sunday morning, fronted up to the tourist office beside the lake.

By early afternoon we’d travelled by coach to Manapouri 
through a frost so severe the windows iced up on the inside, across 
Lake Manapouri by large and comfortable tourist catamaran, by 
another coach over Wilmot Pass with pauses to admire well-
developed roadside icicles and snow at the lookout over Deep 
Cove, and arrived at the Doubtful Sound dock to board the 
Milford Wanderer.   We like to think we’re reasonably experienced 
travellers, but this was completely new to us and we had only an 
inkling of what to expect.

Trying to describe the reality could lead to an excess 
of boring clichés. The Milford Wanderer was underway within 
minutes with a full complement of passengers, our gear stowed in 
our cabin and lunch served immediately, followed by a pause mid-
fjord for some low comedy disguised as life jacket drill.

The two-berth cabin had just enough room provided both 
occupants didn’t want to get dressed simultaneously.   Shared 
toilet and shower facilities for each set of eight cabins might tend 
to discourage those used to ensuite staterooms aboard luxury 
cruise liners, but they proved adequate – and how much time does 
anybody want to spend in there anyway with all that Fiordland 
scenery to marvel at and excursions ashore? (They could get very 
dark, mind you, when the main generator tripped off line first 
thing in the morning.)

The Milford Wanderer was in superb condition with not a 
streak of rust to be seen.   All panelling was dark wood with brass 
fittings, and all doors closed with that satisfying solid coachbuilt 
clunk suggesting quality of design and execution.   The tartan 
carpets reflected Real Journeys’ owner’s family background, and 
the only thing less than ideal was the height of the seat cushions 
in the saloon, too low in relation to the tables and making it 
impossible to see out while seated.

Lake Kirirua, Anchor Island, Dusky Sound.  Mt Philipps on Resolution Island in the background is 872 metres.

Coal Island track demonstrates the wisdom of long gumboots.
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Boiler in bush, Te Oneroa, Preservation Inlet
The food was superb with a different menu each meal, 

and all six crew members, including the skipper, helped in the 
galley with final preparations, serving and clearing up.   They 
were also unfailingly professional – although northern Europeans 
reportedly tend not to appreciate the skipper’s informality and lack 
of epaulettes and gold braid – as well as being polite and cheerful 
and treating every comment by passengers as fresh and not heard 
umpteen times before. 

A hand was always ready to steady an elbow boarding the 
tender for excursions ashore or launch and retrieve an occupied 
kayak, and there was never any suggestion of a need to hurry 
or pressure to join any of the activities which varied in length 
and difficulty.     The main tour guide was a fund of Fiordland 
knowledge in a refreshingly non-academic sort of way, and overall 
it was hard to believe how the company could have found such 
ideal staff.

The passengers shared a certain degree of commonality 
in age, with only a couple of women who might have been shy of 
50.   All seemed well read and travelled and, apart from a couple 
of Australians, all were New Zealanders wanting to see as much 
of their country as possible.

Seeing Fiordland from sea level gives it a fresh per-
spective.   The ship’s anchor must have been the busiest in the 
country, lowered and weighed several times each day at planned 
stops, all of which were managed although with some flexibility 
of order to accommodate the weather.

Puysegur Point lighthouse is reached by a track from the landing 
stage, a couple of hours’ round trip

Ah, weather.   Fiordland is notorious for its generous 
amounts of wind and rainfall, but we were most fortunate in 
having a handily placed anticyclone for much of the week and had 
only one morning of showers.   The wind made little difference 
to the schedule, although the walk to Puysegur Point was brought 
forward in view of the next day’s forecast.

Much of Fiordland’s length of waterways can be sheltered 
by the surrounding mountains, all snow-capped at this time of 
year, but wind does exist. One night’s anchorage was exposed 
to the northerly which led to less than sound sleeps all round as 
the anchor dragged and the ship had to be repositioned, with the 
hull resounding to bass harmonic thrumming from the rigging at 
times. The crew manned the bridge all night, an hour each, and 
one reported a gust of 65 knots, at 120 km/hr in landlubber’s terms 

a far from gentle zephyr.
There’s something slightly uncanny about retracing the 

route of Captain Cook’s HMS Resolution, coincidentally of a 
similar size to the Milford Wanderer, as she put into Pickersgill 
Harbour in Dusky Sound for a spot of maintenance of ship and crew 
after dodging icebergs below the Antarctic Circle 243 years ago.   
Or standing on the very soil of Astronomers Point, unmodified 
apart from southern Fiordland’s only modern boardwalk, where 
Resolution’s crew trod and the country’s first brewery was set 
up. Or seeing the site of conservationist Richard Henry’s house 
built 122 years ago on Pigeon Island and the remains of his punga 
paddock for temporarily housing weka, kiwi and kakapo to be 
transferred to nearby Resolution Island.

Sites of New Zealand’s first European settlement, first 
shipwreck and first shipbuilding (well predating those Northland 
efforts) were visited, and early Maori history wasn’t neglected, 
either.   Southern Fiordland is rich in history, and although the 
climate and robust vegetation might be thought likely to obliterate 
signs of activity after more than a century, the lack of development 
and even subsequent human habitation mean sites can still be 
identified.

And there was some vintage machinery to be seen.   The 
government steamer Stella, commissioned in 1876 and not retired 
until the 1940s after sterling service to lighthouses and isolated 
coastal communities, particularly on the West Coast, was beached 
on Little Island, North Port in Chalky Inlet, for emergency shelter 
to stranded mariners.   Her slim lines may still be admired although 
a satellite dish on her disintegrating foredeck looks a bit out of 
place.

Industrial endeavours in pursuit of gold in the late 19th 
century have left relics in the form of boilers lying in the bush and 
part of a stamper battery, as well as the steps of one of the hotels 
in Cromarty, Preservation Inlet.   But the gold soon ran out and 
nobody made any real money out of that or the coal mining.
These tours are not for couch potatoes or those with serious 
mobility problems, but they can be deeply satisfying to the right 
sort of person. The advice on long gumboots was useful – not 
necessarily for wading ashore from the tender but more for coping 
with deep mud on the tracks.

The Milford Wanderer seemed the ideal vessel for 
exploring deepest Fiordland – helped by the relaxed sound of 
those MTU diesels.   There’s something very special about idling 
through a narrow rocky gap between islands, trees growing right 
down to the high tide mark, to enter a private little cove where the 
sea’s steaming in the winter sunshine.  There’s something very 
special about Fiordland, period.   Milford Sound might have the 
tallest sea cliffs and mountains, but the southern fjords with their 
many islets, always backed by snowclad mountains, have a charm 
all their own.

Bird life is not as prevalent as expected, but the local robins are 
friendly.
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On 4 November OG and HG lined up in Blenheim, ready for a 
spirited  and spectacular run down to Christchurch via Kaikoura.  
The day dawned bright and sunny, albeit a little cold, but jackets 
and other appropriate garb were given out to our occupants.  At 
that stage, little did we know that this was to be the last time that 
we would be able to enjoy this spectacular road.

HG had the advantage on the straights as we left Blenheim, 
with his 8 litres challenging the eardrums, but OG with her much 
more nimble 3½ litres turned the tables on the winding stretches 
over the Redwood Pass.  We burbled through a still waking Seddon 
and on to Ward to feed and water the occupants with breakfast at 
the Flaxbourne Café.  That woke them up and allowed a much 
more adventurous run down to Kekerengu.

The road by now was looking good, with the sun glinting 
off the sea to port and the mountains to starboard.  HG continued 
to show those poor moderns a thing or two on the straights, while 
OG maintained due decorum behind.

We coasted past the seal nursery at Ohau Point, but it was 
just too early in the season to see any pups, fortunately as it turned 
out.  Then on we went, through to Kaikoura, where our occupants 
needed yet more sustenance, while OG and HG sat and admired 
the view across the bay.

The run down the coast to Oaro was truly magnificent, 
and has to be one of the best drives in the country, if not on a global 
scale.  The twisting road had OG in her element, and the exhaust 
roar as HG thundered through the tunnels was as sound to behold.  
Then came the Hundalees, with that wonderful drop down into the 
Conway valley, OG revelling in being able to outclass HG for once.  
Further through, as the roads began to straighten out, HG opened 

In Memorium of One of New Zealand’s Finest Drives
 by Rodney Hutchison; Images by Ann Hutchison, Uncle Jack and Others

The tunnels seen in the distance were acoustically tuned to Bentleys’ exhaust notes, but no more....  



26 NZR-R&BC Issue 16-6

the throttles, emptied the fuel tank, and was off.  The delight at 
being able to pass those pesky moderns and to see the looks on 
their faces was a joy to behold, and made it all worthwhile.  And 
so it was on to yet another, albeit more relaxed, food and water 
stop at Pegasus Bay before a leisurely and somewhat sedate run 
into Christchurch.

And then, in the early hours of 14 November, the road as 
we had enjoyed it ceased to exist. Nature unleashed a momentous 
magnitude 7.8 earthquake that rent the land apart.  Gone is the seal 
colony at OhauPoint, gone is much of the road, with mountainsides 
slipped down to cover it.  Kaikoura has risen up, leaving some very 
startled fish, crayfish and paua.  The whales are still there, but the 
whale watch boats now struggle to get to sea, with their harbour 
lifted out of the water.  Over the Hundalees, the road is fissured 
and cracked, bridges are damaged and hillsides have moved.

The scale of destruction is such that it could be years 
before the road is reopened, and some are questioning if it ever 
will.  To have had such a great run down the Kaikoura coast so 
soon before the cataclysmic destruction just knocks home the 
scale of the loss.  We can but hope that the road will be repaired, 
so that we can once again enjoy the spirit of the chase along one of 
the most spectacular roads anywhere, not to mention restoring the 
access lifeline to all the communities along it.

Our thoughts go to Michael Midgley, in the thick of it all 
in Rotherham.

(Left)  Sustenance stop at Pegasus Bay Winery
(Above) Hambe Gahle enjoys the view at Kaikoura

(Below) The forces that make this look like the results of badly 
laid track on a model railway system going “Sproing” just can’t be 

imagined.  
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OG and HG are the “Old Girl” 3 ½ litre Derby, chassis B87BL, and “Hambe Gahle”’ 8 litre, chassis number YX5114 
respectively, seen here enjoying some of the fast bends through the Hundalee Hills.
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Rolls-Royce News - Images from Glynn Williams and Neil D’Arcy-Brain

Some years ago, Max Morris walked past the showroom of Hooper & Co (Coachbuilders) Ltd in London, and noticed a very handsome 
20/25 Rolls-Royce sports saloon built by them on chassis GRW32 in 1933.   That was also Max’s year of birth, so he bought the car and 
has enjoyed driving it around Auckland, and on Club outings.
 Recently, he passed the showroom of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars in Great South Road, Newmarket, and noticed a Wraith saloon 
there.   One thing led to another, and Max has traded in the 20/25 for the Wraith, and the 20/25 will in the meantime be used for publicity 
by Rolls-Royce Motor Cars.
 We have enjoyed a very helpful relationship with Neil D’Arcy-Brain at Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, and have learned that he is 
moving to the South Island, so wish him well in his new life there.
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Book Review Reprinted From “Præclarvm” with the Editor’s Permission 
STREET MUSES OF LONDON – a Pictorial Collection of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Motor Cars Parked in the Streets of the British Capital 1955-1989, by Davide Bassoli, 
published by Nubes Argentea, 2016. 324 pages, 957 illustrations. 31 cm. x 31 cm.
As Rolls-Royce & Bentley enthusiasts we are extraordinarily well served in books; probably 
far better than those of any other marque. Yet every now and again something completely 
unexpected appears, adding to our literary wealth. Something out of left field.

In his youth your reviewer, re-visiting the land of his birth for the first time, found 
himself in London in the summer of 1968. The clear recollection is of being totally agog at 
the sheer number of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars to be seen, clearly in daily use, in and 
around central London. In fact, it was bordering on impossible to take in any London street 
scene without at least one Rolls-Royce being in sight, and often more than one! Crossing a 
pedestrian crossing, a Rolls-Royce would pull up in each direction. Two or even three would 
be seen waiting at the same set of traffic lights. A Rolls-Royce would be parked in the street, 
with another one behind it, while another drove by. In London again in the early 1970s it 
was found that little had changed in that respect. It was a feast for the eyes of anyone who 
thought of these cars as the ultimate.

Now it appears that fortuitously there was a gentleman, Mr Graham Crump, who 
lived in Holland Park Avenue in the inner London suburb of Holland Park and who, during those times, indeed from 1955 to 1989, 
would go out on walks with his camera, photographing his favourite cars in their natural habitat. It is lucky for us that he did. It is lucky 
for us that his eccentric but clearly very enjoyable pastime has resulted in this remarkable book. It is unlikely that Mr Crump himself 
could have envisaged that.

Mr Crump’s photographs, not to put too fine a point on it, are essentially snapshots. Nevertheless, he paid due attention to his 
f-stops and shutter speeds, even recording them on the reverse of his photographs. To point out that in terms of quality they are not to be 
compared to the work of the contemporary professionals who photographed the cars on behalf of Rolls-Royce Ltd and the coachbuilders, 
would be to miss the point. Indeed the fact that they are amateur snapshots is the essence of their very considerable charm. A number 
of the professional photographs are included in the book, but since the professionals did not deign to wander the streets photographing 
cars, Mr Crump’s efforts provide something refreshingly different. Through them we see cars actually in use, including many pre-war 
cars including Silver Ghosts in regular use. He was himself the owner of a Rolls-Royce 20/25.

Each page is dated by a range of months and the year, and most pages have two, three or four photographs. No fewer than 
610 different cars are illustrated. Though the great majority of the photographs are black & white, in 1960 Mr Crump began to indulge 
himself with colour film and some of the pictures from around that time are in that medium, while from the early 1980s onwards the 
change was complete.

A considerable number of photographs show the well-known royal Phantoms IV and V in the streets of London, in one case 
parked outside a men’s outfitter’s shop in the West End, chauffeur at the wheel. Perhaps the sovereign had popped in for a Leonard Lyle 
tie for Prince Philip. All of the pictures have that kind of candour about them. There are plenty of other rare, one-off and famous cars 
such as the celebrated Embiricos Bentley, B27LE, photographed casually parked in the street. One picture, taken in a fateful year for 
Rolls-Royce Ltd, positively reeks of irony with its opportune juxtaposition of a Silver Cloud III parked alongside an evening newspaper 
seller’s headline “ROLLS ROYCE CRASHES”, which probably dates the photograph to 4 February 1971.

Some famous and historic Rolls-Royce sites are among the locations where Mr Crump found his subjects, notably the showroom 
and offices at 14 & 15 Conduit Street, including the front cover picture, and an intriguing one taken through the showroom window in 
which there is a hint of Mr Crump’s reflection. The subject of that photograph is the very first Silver Shadow-series car, Bentley ‘T’ 
SBH1001, exhibited to the public by the Company in November 1965, soon after being announced at the Earls Court Motor Show.

The picture captions are particularly informative. Practically all of the cars are identified by chassis number and original owner, 
and the location of each photograph is likewise identified in most cases. Towards the rear of the book is a very useful index of the 
photographs by model and chassis number.

Whereas most books are in either ‘portrait’ or ‘landscape’ format, this one works very well without being either, instead being 
perfectly square!

Now that I have this book, it is one that I would not wish to be without.
Martin Bennett (A.C.T.)

John King recently visited Western Australia, 
and noticed this interesting sculpt in the Linton 
& Kay Mandoon Estate Gallery, Caversham, 
WA.   He writes, “It’s by James Corbett, titled 
“Sporting Rolls” and measures 790 mm long 
by 250 by 330 mm. It looks very effective 
with the driver’s hair streaming out and is a 
stylised sporting, as it says, Rolls, cantilever 
rear springs and all, with the asking price of 
$A5750.”
John could provide more details if anybody is 
interested, at jdking.bhaven@gmail.com 
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Two

London Images (top) Duncan Mackintosh’s from the dome of St Paul’s Cathedral in 
1960 and (bottom) Sergei Prokudin-Gorskii’s (1863-1944) in 1919
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Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Auckland, 11 Great South Road, PO Box 9718, Newmarket, Auckland. 

Contact Ian Gibson +64 21 938 888   |   Telephone +64 9 968 7808 

Ian.Gibson@rrmc-auckland.co.nz   |   www.rolls-roycemotorcars-auckland.co.nz

© Copyright Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Limited 2013. The Rolls-Royce name and logo are registered trademarks.

D A W N 
A striking, seductive encounter

The new Dawn has arrived - a Rolls-Royce like no other. 
A striking true four seater, it captures the exhilaration of 
open-top driving with an interior crafted in anticipation 

of unforgettable moments between friends. 
 

Anything is possible. Contact us to start your journey.
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9B Beatrice Tinsley Crescent, Albany, Auckland
phone/fax: 09 414 1971  mob: 021 643 030  a/h: 09 444 3030

We specialise in the maintenance and care of Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars: servicing, repairs, overhauls and full restoration of Rolls-
Royce and Bentley motor vehicles.  Our Albany, North Shore workshop is fully equipped to carry out all mechanical, hydraulic, fault finding 

and electrical work. Restoration work can be carried out on all exterior and interior surfaces and leather work.  Our experienced staff will work 
on your vehicle with meticulous care and attention to detail. 
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Customers & Visitors are always welcome.  Friendly Advice Available.

COLGRAY MOTORS Rolls Royce & Bentley Specialists

��������������������������������������������������������������

SHADOW PARTS NZSHADOW PARTS NZ
SUPPLIERS OF GENUINE ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY 
PARTS, BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND BROCHURES

�

Call me any time from 7.00 am to 11.00 pm 
Roy Tilley  (NZRR&BC Technical Liaison Officer)

204A Waiwhetu Rd, Lower Hutt.  Ph 04.566.0850.  E-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz  www.royscars.co.nz

Sunday 4 December: pre-Christmas Lunch, 1 pm at the Polo Bar, Hotel Montreal, 363 Montreal Street.  Keith Hunter, our resident 
gourmand, has pronounced the Argentinian chef’s work to be excellent.
Sunday 29 January 2017: Annual Homestead Run, this time to Racecourse Hill Homestead, near Sheffield, organised by Martin 
Vincent.

SOUTHERN REGION

NORTHERN REGION

CENTRAL REGION

Club Calendar  

Sunday 22 January: Northern Region Annual Picnic 
Sunday 5 February: MOTAT Galaxy of Cars, Western Springs
Sunday 12 February: Ellerslie Intermarque Concours  
Sunday 5 March: Brit & Euro Display, Lloyd Elsmore Park, Howick

The Regional Annual General Meetings are taking place in November, so details of the events for 2017 will be announced in 
the Regional Newsletters, and in Magazine 17-1, due for publication at the end of January 2017.
Please note that Registration Forms for the Club’s Annual General Meeting, 22 to 25 April 2017, will be included with 
Magazine 17-1, along with a Registration Form for the 10th Anniversary First Light Tour, starting 2 November 2017, organised 
by the Northern Region. 

Central Region events will be published in their Newsletter, The Tick of the Clock.
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Call me any time from 7.00 am to 11.00 pm 
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THE REAL CAR COMPANY
North Wales

Specialists in Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motorcars, 1920 to 1970s.
Around 30 to 40 cars in stock, ranging from restoration projects to concours.

We are always looking to buy similar vehicles, especially pre 1950.
Highly experienced in the Ocean Shipping of these important cars.

Web:      www.realcar.co.uk Phone:    0044 1248 602649 
Please contact Bernie Snalam for further information.

e-mail:    bernie.s@btinternet.com

Over 100 years ago, the Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost was named  
‘the best car in the world’...

Since then close to 1000 Rolls-Royces and their Bentley counterparts have 
come to New Zealand, and some 700 of these cars are either pictured or at 

least listed in this book.

Additionally, Rolls-Royce aero-engines have contributed to New Zealand’s  
commercial and military progress and they are also included.

Enthusiasts’ edition (soft cover) $235 
Standard hard bound edition $480 

Deluxe edition (hard bound, leatherette covered with slip case)   
$625 including gst and freight within NZ.

For more information, please call me: 

Roy Tilley (NZRR&BC Technical Liaison Officer),  
phone 04.566.0850 or 027.566.0850 email rmt@xtra.co.nz 

204A Waiwhetu Road, Lower Hutt, 5011

ROLLS-ROYCE 
and BENTLEY

in the
LAND OF THE SILVER FERN
the fi rst seventy years in 

NEW ZEALAND

ROY TILLEY and KEN WHITE

ROLLS-ROYCE and BENTLEY
in the

LAND OF THE SILVER FERN
The fi rst seventy years in

NEW ZEALAND

The names of Rolls-Royce and Bentley have 
always conjured up images of the best things in 
life, particularly in the British Commonwealth 
and Empire as it used to be. And of course 
the further one moved away to the outposts 
of the Empire, the greater was the esteem in 
which these names were held. So here in New 
Zealand, the cars bearing these names have 
always been the subjects of varying degrees of 
interest and admiration from general public 
and motoring enthusiasts alike. 

The construction and performance standards 
set by Frederick Henry Royce and Walter 
Owen Bentley have long fascinated all and 
sundry, the cars having a following and 
attendant desire for ownership unlike most 
other marques.  Consequently, enthusiastic 
owners of the older models frequently want 
to know what has happened to their cars in 
the past, and who their predecessors have 
been. This book is therefore aimed at these 
enthusiastic owners as well as at the student 
of transport or social history. 

It covers cars built before 1980 and events of 
importance to the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
enthusiast up to the end of 2003 when Rolls-
Royce Motor Cars Ltd was sold to BMW and 
Volkswagen. And because Rolls-Royce, and 
to a lesser extent, Bentley, have built a wide 
range of world-leading aero-engines for 
nearly as long as they have been building cars, 
those of these engines that have been used 
in New Zealand are included herein also, 
together with the small number of engines 
with commercial and military applications.

Front cover:

1965 Rolls-Royce Phantom V c/n 5VD53, with 
James Young coachwork, and 1925 Bentley 3 litre 
c/n 996 with H J Mulliner coachwork. Thanks to 
John King and Richard Balcombe-Langridge.

About the Authors

Roy Tilley has lived in Lower 
Hutt, NZ, for over 40 years, 
where, apart from the usual 
duties of earning a living (as 
a metallurgist, and later, as 
a driving school proprietor), 
feeding, housing and 
educating a wife and family, 

he has devoted whatever time was left to an 
involvement with old motor cars. Initially 
a 1937 Riley Kestrel off ered distraction and 
later a series of 1950s Daimlers, together with 
active and enthusiastic membership of the 
Daimler and Lanchester Owners’ Club of NZ Inc. 
However family connections with Derby 
ensured that a passing interest in Rolls-Royce 
was never far below the surface and in 1986 he 
bought his fi rst, and so far only, Rolls-Royce. 
Roy joined the New Zealand Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Club in 1979 and has again been active 
and enthusiastic therein, occupying many 
positions within that Club on both regional 
and national levels. 

Ken White
This book stemmed from an 
idea proposed by the late 
Ken White (1934 – 2005), 
who in the mid-1980’s 
started compiling a list of 
chassis numbers and other 
details of the Rolls-Royces 
and Bentleys that he knew 

of through his long-time involvement with 
the New Zealand Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Club Inc. As a professional photographer he 
was also keen to record as much of the Club’s 
activities as possible, together with pictures 
of the cars owned by Club members, and of 
course of the members themselves. Ken’s 
devotion was such that, when he realised 
that his deteriorating health would prevent 
him completing this work, he asked Roy to 
take over his fi les and documents, and do 
whatever was necessary to put them all into 
publishable and readable form. This book is 
the result and knowing the depths of Ken’s 
involvement and enthusiasm, he is cheerfully 
recognised as co-author. 
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Told you I had a cure for jet lag.
The new Continental GT.

View our striking new model range at Auckland.BentleyMotors.com or call +64 9 360 3200.

Model fuel consumption* – EU Drive Cycle in mpg (l/100 km): Urban 13.0 mpg 21.7 litres /100 km;  
Extra Urban 28.5 mpg 9.9 litres /100 km; Combined 19.8 (14.3). CO2 Emissions 333g/km

*Fuel consumption figures subject to Type Approval. The name ‘Bentley’ and the ‘B’ in wings device  
 are registered trademarks. © 2016 Bentley Motors Limited. Model shown: Continental GT Convertible. BENTLEY AUCKLAND
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Bruce McIlroy Ad
Half Page

MAJESTIC MOTORS LTD R.M.V.T

www.majesticmotors.co.nz      email:  ian@majesticmotors.co.nz 

341 Queen Street, Masterton
Ph 06 370 4614      A/Hrs 0274 752 713      Fax 06 370 8300
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1990 Bentley Turbo R
Performance & Prestige 

at an affordable price
1980

Rolls-Royce Corniche
Convertible

2004 Rolls Royce Phantom, 6 Speed Auto 
6750 V12, DVD, foot rests, umbrellas in rear 
doors, height adjustment, parking control 

system, remote close on rear doors, flying lady 
disappears on looking car & much more.

1998
Bentley Azure 

Convertible, the 
best open top 

motorcar
1968

Rolls Royce Silver Shadow 
Very Tidy Car

2001 Bentley Arnage  Le Mans
Limited edition model with all the very nice 

special features including NZ Sat Navigation

Other Rolls Royce & 
Bentley’s to Arrive
1990 Silver Spur II
1985 Silver Spirit

1970 Silver Shadow

Dismantling:
1989 Bentley 8 injected 

NZ new (frontal damage)

MAJESTIC MOTORS LTD R.M.V.T 

 
www.majesticmotors.co.nz ian@majesticmotors.co.nz 

341 Queen Street Masterton 
06 370 4614       0274 752 713 

Trade in and compet i t ive f inance avai lable.  We have top qual i ty  vehic les from luxury downwards.  
 

1990 Rolls Royce Silver Spur II 
6750cc V8, with 3 Speed auto and 
cream leather Interior, Picnic 
Tables, extra leg room, being 4” 
longer than the Silver Spirit. 

1980  
Rolls-Royce Corniche 

Convertible 

1968 Rolls-Royce Silver 
Shadow 

Very Tidy Car.  Also. 1973 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 

 

1998 Bentley Azure 
Convertible, The best 

open top motorcar 

To Arrive 
 

1990 Rolls Royce Silver Spur II in Blue. 
 

1990 Rolls Royce Silver Spur II in Silver. 
 

1983 Rolls Royce Silver Spirit. 

2004 Rolls Royce Phantom, 6 
Speed Auto, 6750cc V12, foot 
rests, umbrella’s in rear doors, 
Height adjustment, parking 
control system, remote close on 
rear doors, flying lady 
disappears on locking car & 
much more. 

2011 Bentley Mulsanne,  
As new condition.  Only 

9000 kms travelled.  
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