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The Bentley badge and Bentley name are registered trademarks of Bentley 
Motors Limited.

The Rolls-Royce badge and Rolls-Royce name are registered trademarks of 
Rolls-Royce plc. 

MEMBERSHIP of the New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club, Inc is open to anyone with an interest in these two distinguished 
marques, whether or not they are the owner of a Rolls-Royce or Bentley. Your Membership SUBSCRIPTION includes the Club 
Magazine (6 issues annually), the right to attend all Club events and activities, and to partake in Club management.
FEES: Registration Fee        $  10.00  (once only)
                     Membership Fee        $115.00  (annual, reduced to $100 for prompt payment)                              
Family membership                  $    5.00  (annual)
CONTACT  Membership Registrar NZ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club, Inc
 Clive Edmonds, 156 Hill Road, RD2, Napier 4182 Phone: (06) 336 6644 Email: 
clivedmonds@yahoo.com  or  www.nzrrbc.co.nz , then APPLICATION FORM

                                      Chassis Records

(Front Cover) 
As parts of the country have too much 

moisture and others too little, we 
continue our raindrop theme with David 

Thomson’s photograph. 

        NEXT MAGAZINE:  
Deadline for receipt of all material for Issue 

13-2 is 22 March 2013.

NEW ZEALAND ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY CLUB (INC)

Classified advertisements pertaining to Rolls-Royce and Bentley are free to Financial Members who do not deal regularly 
in Rolls-Royce or Bentley cars or services.  All classified advertisements must be submitted to the Editor, Tom King, Phone 
03 3398 309, e-mail the.king@xtra.co.nz 191 Sparks Road, Christchurch 8025.  Commercial advertisements will be subject 
to a charge to the advertiser.  Colour advertisements are charged at $220 per half page and $300 for full page, payable to the 
NZRR&BC Inc. 

The Company’s Construction Records, which accompanied every Rolls-Royce and Bentley chassis (since 1931) through 
its production at Derby or Crewe, are a valuable resource for subsequent owners. They detail the original order, any special 
equipment, and the results of tests and inspections prior to dispatch. The records for all cars over 10 years old are held by the 
RREC in the UK, and copies are available to members of that Club. The number of pages for early cars may be up to 20 or 
more.  Records for a Silver Shadow can amount to even more pages and cost around $NZ150.  To obtain a copy of your car’s 
records, contact the Club’s Post WW2 Technical Liaison Officer, Roy Tilley, on 04 566 0850  E-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz

                                       Advertising

                                       Membership

                                      Mainland Comment

Company News - Rolls-Royce Record Sales

London & Derby, the Newsletter of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia (N.S.W. Branch) Inc, has the 
news in their Vol. 57 No 1 issue, January February 2013 
that David Neely has been awarded this year’s George 
Sevenoaks Medal.  As established by Tony Ward in 2002, 
“It is available to any member who, in the opinion of the 
Committee, has given outstanding service to the branch 
over a considerable period.  The award is not necessarily 
an annual event.”  David travelled here on our First Light 
Rally in March 2007, and many of us were privileged to 
meet him then; as editor for seven years of Præclarvm, 
author of In the Rear View Mirror – A History of the 
RROCA, and co-author with Tom Clarke of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country, and many years of 
service to the RROCA, never was an award more truly 
deserved.  David, a member of our Club, has been a great 
inspiration, contributing articles and photographs, as 
well as presenting copies of Rolls-Royce and Bentley in 
the Sunburnt Country and In the Rear View Mirror – A 
History of the RROCA to our Club Library.
  Another owner of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars has
been honoured, this time Julian Smith, OBE, who has 
became Knight Companion of the New Zealand Order of 
Merit in the New Year Honours.  Sir Julian and his brother 
Nick are proprietors of The Otago Daily Times, the fifth 
generation of their family to be so involved.  Those of us 
who were present during the Southern Region weekend 
there last November will remember his generosity, and 
we wish him well as he guides the ODT on its journey as 
the only truly independent newspaper in the country.
  With happy memories of past Southern Region runs, 
and festive evenings in Fleur’s Place at Moeraki, it is 
a pleasure to see that Fleur Sullivan has been made a 
Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit, for her 
services to the food industry.  Ah!
  Now, some words of encouragement to those of us who 
have watched with concern while children are fastened 
into their cocoons, hoping that the composition of those 
seats is of a less combustible nature than they seem, 
and that the evacuation procedure of the ghastly People 
Carrier in which they are installed can be carried out 
more readily than one fears.  Grandchildren had to be transported, and the most modern 
vehicle in the fleet proved incompatible with newly fangled children’s seats, so a Derby 
product had to be used.  In perfect legality, there on the comfortable leather rear seats sat 
the grandchildren, happily unencumbered by safety regulations, separated from each other 
by the central armrest, while the grandparents drove them with their customary due care 
and attention.      

(above) David, 
photographed by Barrie Gillings

(below) Sir Julian, 
photographed by John King
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Rolls-Royce Motor Cars today revealed record sales re-
sults for 2012. 3,575 cars were sold globally during the 
year, which represents the third consecutive record and 
the best sales result in the marque’s 108-year history. 
  The record results were achieved despite a number of challenges 
in 2012.  These included global business uncertainty and politi-
cal unrest, preparations for the start of production of Phantom 
Series II and expansion works at the Home of Rolls-Royce in West 
Sussex to help the company satisfy increasing customer demand 
for Bespoke personalisation across the model range. Against this 
backdrop, Rolls-Royce has successfully retained its position at 
the very pinnacle of the ultra luxury market, maintaining segment 
leadership for motor cars selling above Euros 200,000. No other 
luxury brand sells as many cars in this segment as Rolls-Royce. 
  Strong sales growth was reported in many regions, with notable 
results seen in the Middle East (up 26%), Mainland Europe (up 
21%) and Asia Pacific (up 18%). The United States and China 
remained the most significant individual markets for Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars. A number of markets reported record sales, includ-
ing Saudi Arabia (up 63%) and Germany (up 15%). As part of 
the company’s focus on long-term sustainable growth, there was 
significant dealer development during the year. Thirty new or 
refurbished dealerships opened across the world, taking the to-
tal to over 100 for the first time in the company’s history. Rolls-
Royce also expanded into new markets, including Latin America, 
and sold motor cars in more than 40 countries worldwide. 
 “My aim at the outset of 2012 was another record. I am delighted to 
announce our sales for 2012 and to celebrate our 10th anniversary 
with an historic record result”, said Torsten Müller-Ötvös, Chief 
Executive Officer, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars.  “We had an outstand-
ing year in spite of the challenges we faced, and Rolls-Royce now 
leads the ultra luxury market by some considerable margin.  I applaud 
the Rolls-Royce workforce for their passion and commitment to 
this Great British brand and we can look forward to future success.” 
  The company’s portfolio includes the pinnacle Phantom 
family products – Phantom, Phantom Extended Wheelbase, 
Phantom Drophead Coupé and Phantom Coupé – and the 
Ghost family – Ghost and Ghost Extended Wheelbase. 
Demand for all variants was strong. Phantom Series II was un-
veiled in March at the Geneva Motor Show to worldwide ac-
claim and production has been increased at the company’s 

Goodwood manufacturing plant to meet customer demand. 
  2012 also marked another record for the Rolls-Royce Bespoke 
personalisation programme, a service with Rolls-Royce’s legend-
ary hand-craftsmanship and attention to detail at its core. Nearly 
every Phantom family model (95%) and three out of every four 
Ghosts (73%) left the Home of Rolls-Royce with some element of 
bespoke personalisation.  Sales were also enhanced by several ex-
ceptional bespoke collections in 2012, including Phantom Coupé 
Aviator, Art Deco, and Ghost One Thousand and One Nights. 
  The company celebrates its 10th anniversary at Goodwood in 
2013. The first Phantom was presented to its owner at one min-
ute past midnight on 1 January 2003. During the anniversary 
year, a major new extension to the Goodwood manufacturing 
plant will be opened to help the company meet increasing glob-
al demand for highly personalised Ghost and Phantom models.
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Company News - the Rolls-Royce Wraith
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars on 18 January confirmed the launching 
of its next model, Rolls-Royce Wraith. 
   The car will be presented for the first time at the Geneva 
Motor Show on 5 March 2013, with first deliveries to customers 
expected in the fourth quarter of 2013. Torsten Müller-Ötvös, 
CEO Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, confirmed the news at the 
company’s World Dealer Conference in London this morning. 
   “Rolls-Royce Wraith will draw superlatives when it is unveiled 
in Geneva,” he explained to representatives of the 100-strong 
global dealer network. “Expect the boldest design, the most 
dramatic performance and the most powerful Rolls-Royce that 
has ever played host to the famous Spirit of Ecstasy figurine. We 
will present a model whose starting point is luxury, refinement 
and exclusivity, traits that have made Rolls-Royce the world’s 
pinnacle luxury goods for the last 108 years. This is a car not 
only defined by a timeless elegance, but one that encapsulates a 
sense of power, style and drama,” added Müller-Ötvös. 
   BMW Group board member and Rolls-Royce Chairman 
Harald Krüger, affirmed the company’s latest step in the drive for 
sustainable growth. “The BMW Group is confidently investing 
into the long-term future of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars,” he said. 
“And this exceptional new car will build on the finest principles 
of the company’s forefathers - the world’s best engineering, 
the employment of cutting edge technology and peerless 
craftsmanship.” 
   Wraith will be the most dynamic, powerful and beautiful Rolls-
Royce in the company’s history. It is a breathtaking car that 
will set a new benchmark in the ultra-luxury segment and will 
reaffirm the position of Rolls-Royce at the absolute pinnacle of 
automotive luxury. 

    The launching will revive one of the most famous Rolls-Royce 
names first used in 1938. The ethereal name Wraith perfectly 
expresses the character of the new Rolls-Royce. “Wraith alludes 
to an almost imperceptible but powerful force, something 
rare, agile and potent, a spirit that will not be tethered to the 
earth. It is the perfect name for our new model,” added Müller-
Ötvös. “When you encounter Wraith, your world stands still 
as it whispers by.  It possesses an unmistakable presence but is 
difficult, if not impossible, to corral. It defies attempts to contain 
it.” 
   Wraith draws inspiration from the story of the Honourable 
Charles Rolls, one of the company’s founding forefathers and 
a man who indulged a passion for innovation, engineering and, 
most importantly, adventure. Rolls was a passionate racing 
driver, balloonist and aviator, winning the praise of King George 
V, who hailed him the ‘greatest hero of the day’ on becoming the 
first person to cross the English Channel and return non-stop in a 
flying machine. 
   Like Rolls, the new car embraces the very finest things in life 
– elegance, beauty, refinement and luxury – to be enjoyed by a 
new generation of confident gentlemen and women. It will boldly 
shape the future of Rolls-Royce, building on the success of 
Phantom and Ghost, bringing new customers to the marque. 
   In the weeks leading up to Geneva, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
will reveal additional information and a series of teaser images 
via its PressClub website, to be released at 00:01 GMT on the 
following dates: 

•	 12 February 2013
•	 19 February 2013
•	 26 February 2013

“It Starts With a Sketch” - Illustrations by Rolls-Royce Motor Cars

The Goodwood factory of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars at New Year    
On 1 January 2013, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars celebrated 10 
years of production at the Home of Rolls-Royce in Goodwood, 
England. 
  To mark this latest chapter in the marque’s 108-year history, a 
special collection of cars, conceived and designed by the Rolls-

Royce Bespoke team will be released in 2013. 
  The Home of Rolls-Royce Collection will celebrate the meticu-
lous design, engineering and craftsmanship employed in the con-
struction of every car that leaves Goodwood.  
  The work of the marque’s world-class leather, paint and wood 

shops is showcased in the company’s Phantom and Ghost fam-
ily models. Exquisite marquetry, embroidery and hand-painted 
coachlines will carry specially designed Bespoke motifs that pay 
elegant homage to the Home of Rolls-Royce’s unique position at 
the pinnacle of global super-luxury manufacturing. 
   “In 10 years, the Home of Rolls-Royce has established a repu-
tation as the benchmark of craftsmanship excellence.  These 
cars will celebrate the first of many decades in this extraordinary 
British manufacturing success story,” said Torsten Müller-Ötvös, 
Chief Executive Officer, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars.  “A fastidi-
ous commitment to perfection underlines Rolls-Royce’s position 
at the pinnacle of super-luxury manufacturing.  I look forward 
to introducing customers to these unique Bespoke masterpieces 
over the next year.” 
   Following the release of a design sketch that gives a rare in-
sight to the Bespoke conception and design process, further de-
tails will be revealed over the coming months telling the story of 
the creation of each Rolls-Royce.

It starts with a sketch... 
“Rolls-Royce Bespoke has taken its place as the jewel in the 
crown of British manufacturing. A collection showcasing the tal-
ents of the department’s designers and craftspeople is the perfect 
way to celebrate 10 years at the Home of Rolls-Royce,” Torsten 
Müller-Ötvös, Chief Executive, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars said. 
   The Home of Rolls-Royce in Goodwood, England, plays host 
to a unique blend of traditional crafts and cutting-edge technol-
ogy.  Whilst engineering perfection is ensured with the most 
advanced software and machinery in the automotive world, the 
Bespoke commissioning and design process begins with one 
simple tool – a pen.   Satisfying every possible customer request 
has epitomised the marque’s brand promise for over a century. 
Under the stewardship of Bespoke designers and craftspeople at 
the Home of Rolls-Royce, this approach continues to inform ev-
erything the marque does today. 
   The desire of the world’s most discerning individuals to com-
mission one-of-a-kind masterpieces is stronger than ever, echo-
ing an era when a favoured coachbuilder was tasked by his 
customer to furnish the Rolls-Royce chassis and engine with the 
finest accoutrements of the day.   The hue of a favourite garment 
or lipstick for example, can be perfectly matched for use as exte-
rior paint and interior leather.  A cabin wood set sourced from a 
tree on a customer’s estate, and even an exquisitely crafted picnic 
set, evoking the heyday of Grand Tourer motoring, have also 
been specified.  
   Fittingly, Home of Rolls-Royce Collection cars represent the 
full breadth of skill and artistry that gives a Rolls-Royce its soul. 

   The collection began with a brief to elegantly illustrate the sto-
ry of the new Home of Rolls-Royce at Goodwood and its role in 
the renaissance of the world’s most revered automotive marque. 
“It’s about capturing the essence of what you’re trying to 
achieve.  As designers we draw from many inspirations.  At this 
stage there are no wrong answers; it’s about pooling and finess-
ing the best ideas into a compelling concept,” Gavin Hartley, 
Bespoke Design Manager, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, said. 
  Ideas are developed with engineers and artisans, every minute 
detail discussed and plotted.  Painstakingly designed marquetry 
and embroidery are hand-drawn long before the manufacturing 
process can begin. 
“One of the joys of working in a place like this is the access and 
close relationship we as designers have with our craftspeople. 
Being able to seamlessly turn ideas into reality gives us incred-
ible scope to fulfil every possible request.”  
The client acts as creative director
   This process differs little whether working on a customer com-
mission or special collection. The client acts as creative director, 
at one with the world’s finest automotive designers and with hun-
dreds of craftspeople and artisans at their personal disposal. 
Though cutting-edge technology and engineering excellence lie 
at the core of every Rolls-Royce, the human hand and eye re-
main the most profoundly important tools in the manufacturing 
process.  A Bespoke Rolls-Royce is a highly personal expression 
of a customer’s tastes and lifestyles, as each project takes on its 
own unique character. This is not the place for design-by-com-
mittee.
“….if it does not exist design it.”
Attention to detail has always characterised the Rolls-Royce of-
fering, Sir Henry Royce’s credo to “take the best that exists and 
make it better. If it does not exist design it,” still resonates after 
108 years. 

“A Rolls-Royce must be a car without compromise.  Whatever 
the request, we strive to raise the bar. Finding solutions to often 
complex technical challenges to clients’ exacting specifications is 
an exhilarating, rewarding experience.”
Excellence for many decades to come
In the decade since production began at Goodwood, demand for 
the Bespoke service has grown exponentially. Nearly 95% of all 
Phantom family models and three of every fou r Ghosts contain 
some element of Bespoke personalisation. 
   This has led to significant expansion at the Home of Rolls-
Royce, and early 2013 will see a 2500 square metre extension 
to the Assembly Hall, and a 600 square metre addition to the 
Surface Finish Centre completed.  Staffing numbers have also 
grown significantly – with Goodwood now home to some of the 
best and brightest British design talent – the youngest aged just 
22, ensuring the Home of Rolls-Royce’s position as a unique 
centre of manufacturing excellence for many decades to come. 
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Company News - the Bentley Continental Speed Convertible

(Crewe, 2nd January 2013). The Continental GT Speed 
Convertible, Bentley’s new open-top performance flagship - and 
the world’s fastest four-seat convertible - makes its international 
debut on 14th January at the North American International Auto 
Show, Detroit.
The new GT Speed Convertible combines the sensory pleasures 
of roof-down luxury touring with the shattering performance 
of a 625 PS (616 bhp) twin-turbocharged 6.0 litre W12 engine, 
while delivering a fifteen per cent improvement in fuel efficiency. 
The close-ratio eight-speed transmission, uprated and lowered 
suspension and retuned steering provide exhilarating acceleration 
and sharp, communicative handling without detriment to the 
renowned ride comfort of Bentley’s Continental convertible. 
Permanent all-wheel drive ensures optimum traction and power 
delivery whatever the road conditions.
  Taking its place at the pinnacle of the Bentley Continental range, 
the new GT Speed Convertible has a top speed of 202 mph (325 
km/h) and in true Bentley style, no compromises have been made 
in craftsmanship, luxury or refinement to deliver this unrivalled 
performance.
  Subtle sporting design cues include exclusive 21-inch alloy 
wheels, dark-tint grilles and ‘rifled’ exhaust tail pipes.  Inside its 
handcrafted cabin, the GT Speed convertible features the Mulliner 
Driving Specification as standard, blending contemporary luxury 
with a distinctly sporting character.
  Commenting on the new Continental GT Speed Convertible, 
Bentley Chairman and Chief Executive Dr Wolfgang Schreiber 
said:  “Following the recent successful introduction of the GT 
Speed, the new GT Speed Convertible will appeal to drivers who 
seek the sensory thrills of the world’s fastest four-seat soft-top 
and the practicality of a year-round grand tourer, together with 
unrivalled levels of luxury and refinement.  It is designed for those 
who accept no compromise.”
Powertrain: 12 cylinders, 625 PS (616 bhp) and 8 gears
The Continental GT Speed convertible shares its powertrain 
specification with its Bentley stablemate the GT Speed coupé. 
The 625 PS (616 bhp) twin-turbocharged, 48-valve, W12 engine 
powers the new convertible to 60 mph in 4.1 seconds (0-100 km/h 
in 4.4 s.) and onto a top speed of 202 mph (325 km/h). Nought 
to 100 mph (160 km/h) is despatched in only 9.7 seconds. Peak 
torque – an impressive 800 Nm (590 lb.ft) – is reached at just 2000 
revs/min and maintains that level through to 5000 revs/min for 
effortless, refined performance at all times.

  The latest ME17 engine management system, capable of 
performing 180 million individual calculations per second, 
provides enhanced turbocharger control and torque management, 
enhancing driveability.  In common with all W12-engined 
models, the GT Speed convertible features an energy recuperation 
system.  Together with a close-ratio, quick-shifting eight-speed 
transmission, this has resulted in a 15 per cent improvement in fuel 
economy and CO2 emissions compared with the first generation 
Speed, with a commensurate increase in tank range.
  The new GT Speed Convertible’s powertrain is even more 
tractable than its Speed predecessor, and just as fuel-efficient 
as the new W12 Continental GT. Switching the gear selector to 
‘Sport’ mode however demonstrates the dual personality of the 
new GT Speed convertible, delivering a sharper throttle response, 
gear-shifting at higher engine speeds and faster ‘block shifting’ 
(e.g. 8th direct to 4th gear) for instantly accessible acceleration.    
The enhanced performance is accentuated by a glorious baritone 
snarl from the free-breathing exhaust, a thrilling soundtrack to the 
magnificent powerhouse under the bonnet.
Chassis; lower, sharper and more involving
With torsional stiffness a class-leading 22,500 Nm/degree, the 
body shell of the Continental GT Speed convertible is exceptionally 
rigid, laying the perfect foundation for a more engaging driving 
experience.  The aluminium double-wishbone front suspension 
and trapezoidal multi-link rear setup feature revised air suspension 
springs and dampers for improved agility and body control with 
little sacrifice in ride comfort.
  The self-levelling system is set 10 mm lower than the 575PS 
Continental GT convertible.  Stiffer suspension bushes ensure 
sharp, communicative handling, while uprated anti-roll bars 
optimise the handling balance.   The result is improved body 
control under hard cornering together with greater agility and, 
because steering plays an essential role in feeding response and 
grip back to the driver, the Servotronic steering has also been 
recalibrated for the Speed specification.
  The Electronic Stability Control (ESC) system is optimised for 
the new engine management system to deliver both outstanding 
safety and greater driver involvement.  The ESC system retains 
the “Dynamic Mode” setting that allows increased wheel slip at 
higher speeds, with engine torque reinstated more quickly after a 
system intervention.  Together, these systems give the keen driver 
more opportunity to exploit the full potential of the new chassis 
set-up and higher power output.

Exterior – the darker side of Bentley design
From outside, the Continental GT Speed convertible is distinguished 
by a matrix radiator grille and bumper air intakes in a dark-tint 
chrome finish.  The 21” Speed alloy wheels are unique to this 
model, and are available in silver or an optional dark tint.  Large, 
elliptical exhaust tailpipes feature a rifled interior, while a further, 
subtle design touch is revealed when the bonnet is opened – the 
black inlet manifold is unique to the Continental Speed models.  
As with the GT Speed coupé, the winged ‘B’ badge which crowns 
the radiator shell is set upon a black enamel background.
  The front wings of the GT Speed Convertible are created in 
superformed aluminium, their seamless form and crisply-defined 
body creases creating an impression of tension and muscularity. 
The 10 mm lower suspension and unique 21” wheels accentuate the 
wide, low and poised stance.  Despite the supercar performance, 
additional spoilers are unnecessary – the gentle lip on the double-
horseshoe boot lid generates all the downforce the GT Speed 
Convertible needs, even at over 200 mph (325 km/h).
Interior: sumptuous, exclusive luxury and advanced 
technology
Inside, exclusive tread plates featuring the ‘Speed’ legend welcome 
you to a four-seat cabin that features the hand-craftsmanship of 
the Mulliner Driving Specification, with its distinctive diamond-
quilted hide upholstery.  For the Continental GT Speed models 
Bentley offers an exclusive Dark Tint Aluminium ‘engine spin’ 
finish, inspired by the dashboards of the Le Mans winning Bentleys 
of the 1920s.  Its understated shade is the perfect complement to 
the exterior’s dark tint chrome radiator and bumper grilles.  Other 

optional finishes include the full range of fine wood veneers and a 
satin-finish Carbon Fibre option for fascia and centre console.
  The infotainment system features Bentley’s latest software 
upgrades, which vary from region to region but include refinements 
such as point of interest mapping, optional satellite landscape 
imagery, live traffic data and, where the infrastructure supports 
it, digital radio.  The system features 15 Gigabytes of available 
music space, as well as the facility to play music via an iPod, MP3 
player, the car’s own six-disc CD changer or SD card.
  Flat panel Balanced Mode Radiator (BMR) speakers, which 
combine the functions of separate tweeter and midrange speakers 
in one unit, direct the sound with accuracy and provide greater 
clarity across the audible spectrum.  Alternatively, the audiophile 
Naim for Bentley system, incorporating custom-built speakers 
and eight individual Digital Sound Processing modes, is available 
as an option.  As a thoughtful touch, the audio balance settings 
automatically alter when the roof is lowered to compensate for the 
change in listening environment.
The thrill of the open road, 365 days a year
The new Continental GT Speed Convertible offers the luxury and 
refinement of a coupé yet transforms into a head-turning open 
tourer at the touch of a button. The four-layer hood ensures high 
levels of refinement and acoustic insulation. Exhaustively tested 
in all conditions from -30°C to +50°C or more, it resists even 
monsoon-force rain and maintains comfortable, draft-free warmth 
even on the coldest days.
  Another practical feature, the neck warmer, makes open air driving 
an appealing and comfortable prospect even on the cooler days 
of spring and autumn.  With the hood down, the Continental GT 
Speed convertible offers sensational performance with the sensory 
amplification of open-air motoring.  Hood up, it’s as practical a 
year-round proposition as its coupé stablemate.
  As with every Bentley Continental model, the GT Speed 
convertible offers the reassuring stability of permanent all-wheel 
drive, biased 60:40 in favour of the rear so the spirited driver can 
control the car’s line with the throttle.  The rear-biased torque split 
also minimises understeer during hard cornering while the system 
varies torque between the front and rear axles for optimum grip in 
all road and weather conditions.
  The result is an exhilarating combination of performance and 
practicality; a Bentley that can tackle sun-drenched boulevard or 
snowy alpine pass with equal aplomb.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
 GT Speed Convertible GT Speed
Engine
Type 6-litre twin-turbocharged W12
Max Power 616 bhp / 460 kW / 625 PS @6000 rpm
Max Torque 800 Nm / 590 lb.ft @ 2000 rpm
Transmission
Type ZF 8-speed automatic with Quickshift, Block Shifting and wheel-mounted paddleshift
Driveline Continuous all-wheel drive (40:60 rear bias)
Ratios 1st : 4.71; 2nd: 3.14; 3rd: 2.1; 4th: 1.67; 5th: 1.29; 6th: 1.00; 7th: 0.839; 8th: 0.667
Final Drive 2.85
Brakes
Front 405mm ventilated discs (optional 420mm Carbon Silicon Carbide, cross drilled)
Rear 335mm ventilated discs (optional 356mm, Carbon Silicon Carbide, cross drilled)
Wheels and Tyres
Wheels 9.5J x 21”
Tyres 275/35 ZR21
Steering
Type Rack & pinion, power assisted, speed-sensitive ZF servotronic
Turns lock-to-lock 2.6 turns
Turning circle 11.3 m
Suspension
Front Four link double wishbones, computer controlled self-levelling air suspension, with anti-roll bar
Rear Trapezoidal multi-link, computer-controlled self-levelling air suspension, with anti-roll bar
Damping Continuous Damping Control, tuned for dynamic performance
Dimensions
Wheelbase 2746 mm / 108.1 in
Overall length 4806 mm / 189.2 in
Width (across body) 1944 mm / 76.5 in
Width (inc. mirrors) 2227 mm / 87.7 in
Overall height 1393 mm / 54.8 in 1394 mm / 54.9 in
Fuel tank 90 litres / 20 gallons / 24 US gallons
Boot volume 260 / 9.18 cu ft 358 litres / 12.6 cu ft
Kerb weight (EU) 2495 kg / 5500 lb 2320 kg / 5115 lb
Gross vehicle weight 2900 kg / 6393 lb 2750 kg / 6063 lb
Performance
Top speed 202 mph / 325 km/h 205 mph / 330 km/h
0-60 mph 4.1 secs 4.0 secs
0-100 mph 9.7 secs 9.0 secs
0-100 km/h 4.4 secs 4.2 secs
0-160 km/h 9.7 secs 9.0 secs
Fuel Consumption (EU cycle)*
Urban 12.5 mpg (22.7 litres/100km) 12.7 mpg (22.2 litres/100km)
Extra Urban 27.2 mpg (10.4 litres/100km) 28.0 mpg (10.1 litres/100km)
Combined 19.0 mpg (14.9 litres/100km) 19.5 mpg (14.5 litres/100km)
CO2 emissions 347 g/km 338 g/km
* Fuel consumption figures are provisional and subject to Type Approval.
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News
The chief benefit of belonging to our club is the automatic 
fellowship with others whose interests coincide or intersect, 
but diversify into so many other fields of interest and expertise.  
One of these polymaths, George Urquhart, recently celebrated 
his 80th birthday by inviting friends and cronies to an afternoon 
gathering at the Auckland branch of the Vintage Car Club rooms 
at Penrose, Auckland.  His three children, and seven of his eight 
grandchildren were there, and it is an indication of George’s 
popularity that blokes were supplemented by an equal number of 
wives, partners, children, and grandchildren.  With three 20/25s, 
a 20 h.p., a Silver Dawn, a Derby Bentley, various Fords, Buicks, 
a Veteran F.N. and a Riley present, George’s wide automotive 
interests were represented.
  Some years ago the library amassed by our late members Mike 
McDonald and Ken White was transferred from the somewhat 
humid storage in a Club member’s laundry to the care of the 
Auckland Branch of the Vintage Car Club, and it was good to see 
the very satisfactory curation which continues there.  The library 
is open on Thursdays from 9:30 to 12 noon and 7:30 to 10 p.m., 
and on Saturdays from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
  The Club’s Web Site is having a great deal of work carried out on 
it by Bruce Gordon, and further details will appear in magazine 
13-2.  A list of all the Club Library holdings in Auckland, Lower 
Hutt, and Christchurch will be available on the web.
  This year we will celebrate the 100th Anniversary of James 
Radley’s victory in the Alpine Trial and we hope to have a report 
on this event, in which several New Zealanders with their 40/50 
h.p. cars will compete.
  Sir Henry Royce was born one hundred and fifty years ago on 
27 March, and our Sydney based member David Neely has passed 
on a trove of research material to be delved into for publication 
here.

Three generations of the Urquhart family, George, Miles, and 
Bruce.  Miles and George share the same birthday. 

   GTM28, a 1928 20 h.p. with an interesting history which was 
reported on in our first A4 format all-colour format, 08-3, has 

recently moved to a new home with Southern Region members, 
and we look forward to this beautiful car gracing future events.          

(Above) Philip Eilenberg points out details of the new luggage 
rack on GEN39 to Ed Pollard and Richard Hadfield. 

(Right) George Urquhart contemplating Sir Henry’s Twenty 
Horsepower engine in GEN39.  Copper tubes visible here are 

part of a heating system fitted;  Philip thinks he will remove them, 
but we know of some Southern Region members still searching 

for the heater switch in their Derby-built cars. 

An Excerpt from “Motor Sport” June 2012

As the Sale of the 1908 Grand Prix Itala “Floretta” approached, af-
ter having been in the hands of such notables as the VSCC found-
ing member Cecil Clutton, Jack Williamson, and George Daniels, 
Doug Nye penned some notes on an earlier owner, John Pole, an 
RAF pilot with the illustrious “Treble-One” Squadron, based at 
RAF  Duxford.   He wrote,
 “I particularly savour John Pole’s memory of one day in 1931, 
when piloting a Cambridge University Air Squadron Avro along 
the Newmarket Road.
‘I saw a large Rolls tourer, chauffeur driven, an elderly gentleman 
with a white beard in front, well wrapped up in a rug, and two 
elderly ladies in the rear also tucked up behind the raised screen. 
It was a lovely piece of “grand tourisme.”  The hood was neatly 
tucked away and they were bowling along towards Cambridge. I 

Suitable candidates for the 1931 encounter of the Rolls-Royce and the Avro aeroplane of the Cambridge University Air Squadron.

throttled the Avro back and slid down alongside the Rolls, just off 
the hedge.  Tremendous interest in the car, and the elderly gentle-
man leans over and speaks to the chauffeur.  The Rolls starts to 
pull away and I open up and keep level in the Avro.  We got up to 
a steady 80mph and held it for a couple of miles before I had to 
pull up and away for some trees ...’”
Geoff Walls found this gem, and comments: Just the kind of ex-
perience the colourful owner of the GP Itala would be attracted to 
- an owner with his heart absolutely in the right place.
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Commemorating James Radley’s 1913 Alpine Success by Adrian Goding

Line scheme whilst the project was being laid out

The main panel of Adrian Goding’s stained glass commemoration of James Radley’s 1913 success.
Photographs are by Adrian Goding, except where otherwise credited.

For twenty years I have been working in the preservation and res-
toration of stained glass windows, including for much of that time 
all of the windows at two of the Cambridge Colleges.  Over the 
last five years I made plans to build a series of large stained glass 
panels which would not be limited by being fixed to one place but 
would be able to be free standing or suspended to make the best of 
wherever they could be displayed.
   The centenary of the ’13 Alpenfahrt was an ideal subject for this 
year’s project and I was lucky to have the help of John Kennedy, 
the owner of Radley’s 2260E, who supplied various images and 
background information.   John is an endless source of detail, and 
it was his suggestion that I feature the Rolle Pass as the back-
ground since it is such a distinctive part of the Alpenfahrt route. 
Living near me is 29ED, a car which was rebuilt as an exact copy 
of the Radley machine in the early eighties.   Two full days were 
spent measuring and photographing every detail of 2260E before 
commencing the build and I was able to use this car for laying out 
the scale and detail of my plans – creating the line drawing includ-
ing planning the positioning of the central break in the panel in 
itself took over sixty hours.
   In total, the panel took four months to complete, and has been 
constructed in the traditional fashion using H section lead came 
which is cut to length, and fits around the glass supporting and 
holding it in place.  The glass and lead is initially held in place 
on a board using flat sided horseshoe nails before all the joints 
are then soldered using tallow as the flux.   Finely detailed areas 

are built differently in just the same way as Tiffany lamps – this 
method sees the glass edges wrapped in ductile copper foil which 
allows the solder to run between adjacent glass panes and link 
them together.  
   The glass I have used is sourced in sheet form and each piece 
is individually selected to provide the colours and textures for the 
image.  The colours in the panel change markedly with different 

Detail image of the clouds over the Rolle

1902 Panhard et Levassor – Adrian Goding’s previous project

(Above) William Rhodes-Moorhouse in his Peugeot voiturette
(Image from Tom Clarke)

(Right) John Kennedy and 2260E, James Radley’s 1913 car, in 
Bruce McIlroy’s photograph.

light levels – the various glass types all interact to produce an ever 
changing image.  
   With over twenty square feet of glass this is an imposing struc-
ture, and these panels make for a real focal point of any hallway 
or dining room – you can read more about my automotive projects 
by visiting my website: www.kettonglass.co.uk
The finished panel can been seen using this link – http://www.
kettonglass.co.uk/index.php/radleys-ghost-fine-art-stained-glass-
panel/
  This is the second large scale automotive project I have under-
taken; the first featured a 1902 Panhard et Levassor and in the 
last year it has been well travelled having been exhibited at the 
headquarters of the Veteran Car Club, Cranfield’s History of 
Motorsport Conference and most recently at the Grand Hotel in 
Brighton for the Veteran Car Club’s London to Brighton Run din-
ner.   The Panhard et Levassor panel can be seen here: http://www.
kettonglass.co.uk/index.php/panhard-levassor/
    For those of you not familiar with James Radley or the history 
of his victory, the following will give you some background: 
    James Radley had privately entered a Silver Ghost for the previ-
ous 1912 Austrian Alpenfahrt - at that time arguably the ultimate 
test of a motorcar.  Unexpectedly on the first day of the seven day 
Trial, they were hampered by its three-speed gearbox, and failed 
to negotiate a very steep sharp hairpin bend on the ascent of the 
Katschberg without reversing and needing help from its three pas-
sengers to restart.  This incurred so many penalty points that the 
crew retired. 
    Radley, a close friend of Charles Rolls - another aviator and who 
had been the first to complete a double-crossing of the English 
Channel - vowed to return with a modified Silver Ghost for the 
1913 event. 
    A factory team of four cars were specially prepared with four-

speed gearboxes, an increase in compression ratio and a larger 
carburettor.  The team gained six awards including the Archduke 
Leopold Cup.
  Replicas of the victorious cars were put into production and 
sold officially as Continental models, but they were called Alpine 
Eagles by chief test driver Ernest Hives, and this is the name that 
they have kept.
  Radley himself was the son of a wealthy colliery owner in 
Lancashire and was born at Dunnow Hall at Slaidburn in 1884. 
He made his name as a pioneer aviator, and on the 19 April 1910 
he made the first ever flight from Portholme, near Godmanchester, 
in a Bleriot monoplane, and then by October he was in Belmont 
Park, New York, winning the cross-country aviation race as part of 
a successful “barnstorming” tour across America.  The following 
January 7th he performed at South San Francisco famously skim-
ming U.S.S. ‘West Virginia’, the flagship of Rear-Admiral Barry, 
and checking the time on San Fran’s Ferry Tower clock on both 
sides!
   Back in England James Radley and business partner William 
Rhodes-Moorhouse formed a company called the Portholme 
Aerodrome Limited in 1911 to design and build aircraft at St 
Johns Street, Huntingdon.  The first locally designed and built air-
craft flew from Portholme on 27 July 1911.  A year later they were 
to sell the business to Handley Page, but not before Portholme had 
built the body for Radley’s winning Alpine car to his own design.
This link shows the location of Portholme meadow which is just 
to the west of Godmanchester and south of Huntingdon http://
www.abct.org.uk/airfields/portholme-meadow-huntingdon and 
some additional history here: http://www.godmanchester.net/his-
tory/portholme.htm
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Bond at Beaulieu: Story and Photographs by Richard and Lois Green

Chairman’s Note
2013 is upon us and I am looking forward to various Club events 
this year, as well as the Great British Car Rally, the Bentley Drivers 
Club tour, and our AGM at the Chateau.
   We are also fortunate to have recently joined member Bruce 
Gordon designing a new website for us, with the help of both 
Philip Eilenberg and Tom King.  In early course we expect to be 
able to switch across from our existing site, whereupon Bruce will 
assume the role of Webmaster in place of Bob Barbour, and we 
shall also seek for our longstanding web host David Wakefield 
to relinquish his role, thus allowing the Club to bring the hosting 
function onshore.
   There have also been some changes in the Regions. Suzie 
Williams has stepped aside from the role of Northern Regional 
Secretary and we welcome past Chairman Peter Morelli into 
Suzie’s place on a temporary basis.  Thanks Susie for your past 

endeavours.  Central Region also sees some changes, and there we 
welcome Wendy Bryce as the new Secretary, whilst Martin Taylor 
changes his role to one of Regional Treasurer. 
   Finally, a comprehensive draft of a Publications and Privacy 
Policy for the Club has been prepared for the National Executive 
to consider,  and this will be subjected to scrutiny and amendment 
in concert with our magazine editor and  the new website 
development arrangements.  Dr Barbour had a major role in the 
initial drafting of some of the finer points, and as he now steps 
aside as webmaster I would like to thank him  for his efforts here 
as well as for keeping the old website ticking over whilst we 
addressed the necessary changes.
    An update of progress will be provided by me at the AGM in 
April.
 Rob

A few months ago, while visiting family and friends in the UK, we 
drove to the Beaulieu National Motor Museum in Hampshire.  We 
were lucky to time our visit while the special BOND IN MOTION 
exhibition was on.
  BOND IN MOTION is the largest official collection of original 
James Bond vehicles anywhere in the world.   Opened early in 
2012  to mark the 50th anniversary of the James Bond film series 
and the 40th anniversary of the National Motor Museum (and the 
60th anniversary of Beaulieu opening its doors to the public), the 
museum has just announced that this exhibition will be extended 
for a further year until 5th January 2014.
  Alongside the most famous vehicles like the Aston Martin DB5 
and the Lotus Esprit S1, there is a host of treasures dating back to 
the 4½ Litre Bentley in “ From Russia With Love” and includes 
Goldfinger’s 1937 Rolls-Royce Phantom III, as well as the buzzing 
autogyro from “You Only Live Twice”.
  Bond Films featured almost every make of car from Alpha 
Romeos to Russian ZAZs. Of special interest is the collection 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars on display.   Although the long 
series of films featured no fewer than 5 different Bentleys and 7 
models of Rolls Royce cars, only four models are on display in the 
fifty vehicle exhibition. 
  The first car to appear, rather briefly, in the Bond movies was a 
1930 4½ Litre Bentley.   W.O. Bentley built his first sports car, a 3 
litre, in 1919. The successor to this early model was the 4½ Litre 
which was developed into the famous supercharged, or blower 
model.  This car is referred to in the novels “Casino Royal”, “Live 
and Let Die”, and “Moonraker” but only made a brief appearance 
in the movie “From Russia with Love”, and its only armament was 
a .45 Colt Army Special revolver which Bond kept in the glove 
compartment.  Curiously, Ian Fleming refers to it in his books as a 
1933 model which is incorrect since the model ceased production 
in 1930.  Ian Fleming had a long fascination with Bentley which 
began when he first met Amherst Villiers, who had been designing 
the superchargers for Tim Birkin’s Bentleys, in the early 1930s.

   Our favourite was the 1937 Rolls-Royce Phantom III .   This 
elegant and impressive car with a Barker Sedanca de Ville body 
was used by arch villain Auric Goldfinger, in the 1962 film 
“Goldfinger,” to smuggle gold internationally.  It was driven to his 
Swiss industrial complex where the gold, concealed and disguised 
as parts of the car, was removed and melted down.  This final pre-
war large car was fitted with an aluminium 7.3 litre V12 engine 
developing 180 bhp and despite weighing 2.8 tons is capable of a 
top speed of 92 mph.  The first Phantom made its debut in 1925 
as the long awaited replacement for the Silver Ghost. Early on in 
the development of the Phantom it was realised that it should have 
more than six cylinders, and at this time the company had already 

gained plenty of experience with aircraft engines using a V-12 
layout, so it was a natural step to adopt this for the Phantom III. 

   In the film “A View to Kill” on an undercover mission to 
find out more about the villain Max Zorin, Bond’s superior, Sir 
Godfrey Tibbett, masquerades as Bond’s chauffeur driving a 1962 
Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud II.  This elegant Rolls-Royce blends in 
perfectly amidst the opulence of Zorin’s French estate.  Tibbett and 
Bond are knocked unconscious in the car, which is pushed into a 
lake by May Day and Zorin, for the pair to drown.  However, 007 
manages to escape by breathing the air from one of the tyres; the 
Rolls and Sir Godfrey were not so lucky.   Actor Patrick McNee (of 
“Avengers” fame) who played Sir Godfrey recalled how nervous 
he was driving this car as it actually belonged to the producer 
Cubby Broccoli.  Powered by a 6.2 litre V8 producing 155 bhp 
it is capable of a top speed of 114 mph.  The first Silver Cloud 
introduced in 1955 was fitted with the final version of the classic 
six cylinder engine which had been enlarged to 4.9 litres.  The Mk 
II introduced in 1959 had the same external appearance, but was 
now fitted with a V-8, and was the last car before Rolls-Royce 

Supercharged 4½ litre Bentley, chassis MS3946, on display at the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu, Hampshire as part of the James 
Bond Exhibition.  As mentioned in Eoin Young’s article about Amherst Villiers in our 12-6, Ian Fleming was a friend of Amherst Villiers.   

The Rolls-Royce Phantom III Sedanca de Ville by Barker, as used 
in the 1962 Bond film “Goldfinger”   

The Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud II used in the film “A View to Kill”    

finally resisted the temptation to adopt integral chassis and body 
construction.

The Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow II used in the film “The World Is 
Not Enough”    

Assault By Battery, by Richard Hadfield

   A 1977 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow II featured in the film “The 
World Is Not Enough” where an ex KGB agent called Zukovsky, 
played by Robbie Coltrane has turned into a mafia head involved 
in all manner of illicit dealings from casinos, to a caviar factory. 
During the attack on his factory his prized Rolls-Royce ends up 
in the Caspian Sea.  This car is fitted with a 6.7 litre V8 producing 
244 bhp and is capable of 118 mph.  Its introduction marked the 
end high roofline bodies, as changing tastes now dictated a lower, 
more compact exterior while still providing a roomy interior. 
Originally only available as a 4-door sedan, it was later offered 
as a convertible which became the Corniche, giving the company 
a new younger image, which proved extremely popular with 
countless stars and younger businessmen.
   The museum also holds a permanent collection of Rolls and 
Bentley cars including a 1909 Silver Ghost and a 1925 Phantom I, 
which was bought at the Olympia Motor show by Lord Montagu’s 
father and driven by him until his death in 1929.

Now here is something I did not know.  It is NOT advisable to 
use a modern sealed battery in an old car with less well regulated 
charging systems.   I was caught short with a failing battery 
in Cambridge on the way to Napier a couple of years ago and 
because I was right outside SuperCheap Autos, I naturally went in 
and bought what they had.  Nothing wrong with that you may say 
but last week I had an explosion under our 20/25.  The gardener 
came running, assuming that I had been shot by a .303 rifle.  Lois 
ran out of the house, followed by her cleaning lady, and I soon had 
a growing and sympathetic audience.
   I had started the car at about 7.30 in the morning and driven it up 
to the front door, then had breakfast while the traffic died down, 
and I went out at about 8.30 to take the car down for its annual 
service with Colin Gray.   One press on the starter button and there 
was one heck of a bang.   At first I was sure that the oil filled starter 
switch had blown up but it turned out to be the battery
 Philip Eilenberg sent me this thread from the RREC UK mes-
sage board:- 
Bottom line is: you MUST use an old-style battery in a pre-war 
car, i.e. a battery with a plug above each cell which you unscrew 
or pull out in order to top up with distilled water. 

  Modern maintenance-free batteries can pressurise if they are 
overcharged, especially if the small breather hole becomes 
clogged. And of course with old non-electronic charging systems 
they are highly likely to overcharge at some time. An exploding 
battery on a pre-war car is just like a bomb - right under the rear 
passenger seat!  It happened a year or two ago on a 20hp in the 
West Country. Mahogany splinters and acid flying everywhere. It 
was in a car park so lucky no one was injured. 
Luckily there was no ancillary damage apart from my equanim-
ity, but you can see from the attached pictures that the battery has 
reached the end of its useful life.
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Our Heroes - the Racing Legend S.C.H. (“Sammy”) Davis, by Eoin Young

S.C.H. Davis and Eoin Young.  Image provided by Eoin Young
 The recent ‘final biography’ of S.C.H. ‘Sammy’ Davis 
– “My Lifetime in Motorsport”, (Herridge & Sons Ltd, 2008) re-
minds me of Sammy leisurely recalling his racing days and his 
years with “The Autocar” as Sports Editor.
 S.C.H. (Sammy) Davis, who won at Le Mans for Bentley 
in 1927 after being involved in the famous White House crash, 
was the antithesis of the ‘Bentley Boys’ reputation as Champagne 
Charlie playboys.  In fact when I interviewed him in 1974 at his 
home in Guildford when he was 86, he insisted that I should not 
use the term ‘Bentley Boys’ or give the impression that a taste for 
champagne, three mistresses and Park Lane apartments were nec-
essary requisites for Bentley team drivers.  “Damn it, I couldn’t 
even afford one mistress,” he confided, stressing the case that rac-
ing with Bentley was a serious business, not some sort of amateur 
game.  “It was not a question of rich people doing it for fun.  The 
whole operation was a planned team, racing according to the strat-
egy that had been thought out beforehand and the tactics that were 
possible in situations that arose.  We did what we were told and if 
you didn’t, you wouldn’t be asked to drive again.  And that applied 
from Babe (Barnato) who owned the firm, down  to myself…”
 Sammy was something of a legend, twinkling back 
through a career in and around racing cars that went back as far as 
racing itself.  He had a mind like a mountain goat, leaping from 
crag to crag in conversation as he told what it was like as a riding 
mechanic with Lou Zborowski in the French Grand Prix at Lyons 
in 1924, and a topic or two later he was chuckling through the tale 
of how Benjy (Dr. Benjafield who partnered him when they won 
Le Mans in ’27) edged a dachshund into the river and then made 
a dramatic rescue so that he could chat up Caracciola’s wife who 
owned the dog…
 Entering Sammy’s studio was like walking into a room 
that had been locked for 30 years and left just as it had been.  
Sammy fitted in well:  The paintings around the walls were all 
his own and on an aged and out-of-true easel (once owned by 
the first woman ever to hang a painting in the Louvre) there was 
the sketched beginning of a Monza Alfa Romeo painting.   The 
shelves were crammed with motoring books.  Then there was a 

painting of the celebrated White House crash from the brush and 
the memory of the man who emerged as the hero of the hour.

One of S.C.H. Davis’s drawings made when he was working for 
Daimler before the First World War, used during the Sleeve vs 

Poppet Valve “war” between Daimler and Napier, with ‘Salome,’a 
Daimler sleeve valve, dancing around a broken Napier valve 

head.

 Art was how it all started out for a much younger Davis 
at the turn of the century in a London art school but being an 
art student was not enough for the restless Sammy and he joined 
Daimler as an apprentice in the drawing office where he met up 
with Gordon Crosby, the artist who was to draw and paint his way 
to fame in the pages of The Autocar.  It was Crosby who lured 
Davis from Daimler to the world of magazines, originally as an 
illustrator for Automobile Engineer.  At this point he was produc-
ing chassis and technical drawings but he was eventually asked 
to write a feature to accompany one of his drawings.  “Don’t be 
bloody silly – I’ve got a public school education and I can’t spell,” 
he told the editor, but he took up the challenge in typically Sammy 
style.  “I found a description of another chassis, d’you see, and I 
used that with different wording to suit the one I was doing.  It 
worked and I was never allowed to do anything else.”

door to the racing workshops.  The 3-litre engines then were giv-
ing 86bhp at 3,500rpm, at which engine speed the new ‘4½’ was 
giving 118bhp.
 These horsepower figures were taken from flash readings 
on the dyno rather than any form of prolonged engine tests, so that 
the engines would reach peak condition about halfway through the 
24-hour race.
 The big car was fast.  With the hood still up early in the 
race, Frank Clement had broken his own lap record set the year 
before and in 12 laps he had caught and passed the two 3-litre 
works cars on the 10.7-mile course, having some difficulty in get-
ting by because they hadn’t expected to be lapped so soon.   After 
three hours he came in to take on fuel, oil and water and furl the 
hood while J.D. Callingham took over.   At 7.15pm the two 3-litre 
cars stopped together and in the driver change Davis and jockey 
George Duller took over.  It was almost time for Callingham’s 
next stop when the drama started.

His drawings graced the pages of “The Autocar” for many years, 
and a personal favourite of your editor is this “Terrors of hill-

climbing in a G.N.”
 That was about 1910.  He was racing motorcycles in 1912 
at Brooklands and his first chance in a car came with an offer of 
a works AC.  “They produced that extraordinary machine which 
was crab-tracked and in any circumstances whatever you could 
get it to do anything you wanted, but, after all, with your first rac-
ing car you don’t care about small things like that, do you?”
 He remembered his first Grand Prix experience in 1924 
at Lyons as rather frightening riding alongside Zborowski in the 
Miller, after the steering had loosened, a shock absorber broke and 
eventually the whole front axle started to come adrift.

W.O. Bentley at the wheel of EXP1, the prototype 3 litre Bentley, 
at the time of S.C.H. Davis’s Road Test for “The Autocar” in 

January 1920. Two years later he was with the Bentley team at Le Mans 
and set for second place with 20 minutes to go when he ran out 
of brakes and plunged into the sand at Mulsanne with the 3-litre 
Bentley carrying the number seven.  It was this same brake prob-
lem that sent Dr Benjafield into a tree in a later race after he had 
bought it from the factory for his personal use.  For the 1927 race 
at Le Mans, Benjafield’s car was taken over by the works team 
again and fitted with a new racing engine, a new rear axle and a 
better system of brake adjustment.  Benjafield was to share ‘his’ 
car with Sammy and this year it was number three.   History would 
always remember it as Old Number Seven.
 The Bentley entry that year was made up of a new 
4.4-litre (a 3-litre long chassis with a 3-litre engine extended to 
4,398cc).  The bodies were made by Vanden Plas in premises next 

Davis at the start of the 1926 Le Mans 24-Hour Race
 White House corner was slightly downhill, a narrow jink 
between split chestnut palings that offered scant protection to a 
white painted house and far shed on the left and a bank on the 
right.  If you could squeeze through there at something like 90 
you were right for the pull up past the pits.  Callingham came 
sweeping in when he suddenly saw the nose of a car sticking out 
through the palings on the left.  He tried to swing right and avoid 
the stricken Th. Schneider but he crashed into the bank on the 
right and the ‘4½’ rolled over on its side.  Within seconds Duller 
arrived in number two, was confronted with the same situation as 
Callingham, and tried to take the same avoiding action, ploughing 
into the ‘4½’ and climbing up on to it.  
 Fortune smiled on Sammy Davis.  The Schneider driver 
had been in trouble before he ever made it as far as the yard of 
the famous White House and it was white chips from the chestnut 
palings that alerted Davis to the possibility of an accident.  It was 
some sixth sense that perhaps slowed him a few miles an hour but 
at least alerted him and when he swept round the corner to see the 
incredible carnage ahead of him he was already off the throttle 
and dragging on the handbrake.  The Bentley slewed sideways 
bounced off the 3-litre and slammed the overturned ‘4½’.
 In fact there was a way through the wreckage but the 
exit was obscured by the nose of the Schneider and was probably 
impassable at much over 30mph anyway.  Having established that 
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Callingham and Duller were unhurt, Davis hastily checked his car, 
found it was damaged but driveable and set off slowly back to the 
pits where a stunned silence reigned.  First Callingham had run 
overdue…then Duller…then Davis…and then complete silence.
 No cars could be heard or seen in the darkness.  It was 
long minutes before the Bentley mechanics realised that a car was 
limping into the lights of the pit area with a wheel at a drunken 
angle and no lights.  It was Davis.
 Only the driver could work on the car in those days and 
while he battled to change the bent wheel and rig a Metropolitan 
Police-type lantern on the left-hand screen pillar, he also endeav-
oured to get in the way of W.O. Bentley lest he should realise the 
enormity of the chassis damage and refuse to let Davis continue.
 The cheer as the battered Bentley lumbered back into the 
race after nearly an hour in the pits must have been something to 
hear and for Davis it must have been worth all his efforts.
 “The chassis was bent and the brakes came on 1-4-3-2 
instead of all together but you got accustomed to it.   I had repaired 
the car as far as it was possible.  It felt rather strange, but Benjy 
climbed in straight away and took off after I had completed the 
200-mile minimum…”
 The bent chassis, the uncertain lights and then rain con-
spired to slow the pace of the race for Davis and Benjafield but 
with the dawn they were second some distance behind Chassagne 
and Laly in an Aries.  The French car was in trouble and when it 
finally failed, the incredible Bentley was in the lead.
 The following year Davis was driving an Alvis at Le 
Mans.  Why?  Did two crashes in two races cancel your card with 
W.O. despite an eventual win?  
 In fact this was Sammy’s dual role as racer and writer 
having its effect.  As a staffman for The Autocar the editorial man-
agement felt that he should not become allied to any one team in 
case this should be regarded as prejudice by other companies and 
the instructions handed down were that he could not drive for the 
same team two races running – but there was a proviso:  “They 
allowed one thing.  If you had trouble while you were well placed, 

He raced a great variety of cars, including this early Riley built by 
Thomson & Taylor at Brooklands.

as I had been with the Bentley brakes in ’26, you could run with 
the team again to please the manufacturer.  They never thought it 
was quite right for me to show favour for one team in particular.”
 In 1928 he was ninth in an Alvis at Le Mans and he raced 
a Riley in the Tourist Trophy; a year later he was racing a Lea-
Francis.  In 1931 it was an Invicta that carried him into a crash in 
the rain at Brooklands and put him out of action long enough to 
write his first, and possibly his best-known book, Motor Racing.  
As ‘Casque’ he dominated the racing press scene from the pages 
of Autocar for many years to the point where his reputation as a 
writer and an artist had almost risen to equal his track record.  In 
later years the little beard, the black beret and the curved pipe 
were to become Davis trade-marks.
 That Sammy was able to draw on such a memory and 
bustle through a backlog of paintings in his cluttered little studio, 
almost a caricature of itself, was tribute to a man who had motor 
racing his life as an artist, a racer and a writer in days when a man 
counted himself lucky to excel at any one, let alone all three in his 
lifetime.

S.C.H. (“Sammy”) Davis - a Postscript
From the Vintage Sports Car Club Christmas Bulletin, 1935: “The 
principal item of Club News at the moment is Mr S.C.H. Davis’s 
acceptance of the Presidency for the forthcoming year.
  “This cannot fail to have a most beneficial influence on the Club’s 
future, while not only his great reputation, but also the fact that he 
owns two Vintage Sports Cars makes it very difficult to think of 
anyone who could perform the office of President more appropri-
ately than he.
  “As to the cars he owns, Beelzebub the Bollée naturally calls 
for no introduction, but it is perhaps not so widely known that Mr 
Davis also runs a very beautiful 1929 Le Mans Aston Martin.  The 
Leon Bollée may with justification be described as the first sports 
car, and Beelzebub now becomes the oldest car in the Club.”
  Forty-six years later the VSCC Secretary at the time, the late 
Peter Hull, wrote to your editor:  “Yes, Sammy was a marvellous 
character.   I was lucky enough to have had contact with him a few 
times although I wasn’t intimate with him.  I wrote the Bulletin 
obituary which is due out in early April [1981] and tried to tell a 
few stories about him which probably won’t be in the other obitu-
aries.  I still know little bits of Motor Racing by heart, having first 
read it at the age of 11.”
  Here is the Obituary which Peter wrote in the Spring 1981 Vintage 
Sports Car Club Bulletin:
  “Sammy died on 9 January 1981, his 94th birthday.  His wife, 
Suzy, was a patient in hospital at the time and Sammy knocked 
over an oil stove in his flat at Guildford, which caused a small fire.  
It is believed (and hoped) that he had a heart attack first.
  “One hardly needs to reiterate the details of Sammy’s racing ca-
reer in the vintage years to members of the VSCC, few of whom 
are not familiar with his classic book Motor Racing, first pub-
lished in 1932, and written when he was recovering from an ac-
cident in a 4 ½ litre Invicta in a Mountain handicap at Brooklands 
in 1931.  Except for a drive in a GP Bugatti which he shared with 
George Eyston in the 1927 British Grand Prix at Brooklands, he 
always drove British cars, and usually sports cars.  It was interest-
ing to read in a recent book by John Dugdale, his colleague on The 
Autocar, that Sammy’s primary interest was always in sports car 
racing during the time he was Sports Editor of that magazine.
  “In his own book Sammy remarked that whilst cars were inter-

Another of his drawings, courtesy of  “The Autocar.” 
esting, the people concerned with them were more so, and this 
must be the secret of his popularity, and a reason why he became 
a founder member of the BRDC, the VCC, and the first President 
of the VSCC.

  “Quite apart from his obvious courage and enterprise (he went all 
through the Second World War in the Army, some of it at the sharp 
end, and was 53 when it broke out), Sammy’s most endearing 
characteristics were a great kindness, particularly to the young, 
and a tremendous sense of humour.  He also had wide interests 
(one remembers him expounding on theosophy to a lady inter-

“Sammy” Davis with his beloved Jeep “Fifi.”  He joined the British 
Army in 1939, serving with the R.E.M.E. 

ested in the subject at a pub meeting), and was very proud of the 
fact that he was an artist, trained at the Slade School [he played 
“hooky” to watch the starting of the 1903 Paris to Madrid motor 
race – Ed.].  An artist’s palette (or “Casque”, his writing pseudo-
nym in The Autocar) and a pair of goggles were featured on his 
letter headings.  To the end of his life he preserved some drawings 
of the buildings at Westminster School which he did when he was 
a boy there.  He was also proud of his service in the two world 
wars, having lost all his brothers in the first one. [He served with 
the Royal Naval Air Service during the First World War in ar-
moured cars, Wolseley and Rolls-Royce, and since the Admiralty 
kept records of servicemen’s ages, he could not join them in 1939 
– Ed.]
  “Sammy won two important races in 1927, his famous victory at 
Le Mans in the crippled 3 litre Bentley with Dr Benjafield, and his 
less well known one in a 12/50 Alvis in the Brooklands Six Hours 
Race.  Funnily enough both races were won at almost the same 
average speed.
  “In 1977, the 50th anniversary of the latter win, Sammy was at 
the Brooklands Society Reunion, and a photograph was needed 

The result of the race handicappers’ perfect calculation

of him at the wheel of Peter Glover’s ducks-back 12/50, similar 
to the car he raced in 1927.  As there was no door on the driver’s 
side due to the outside exhaust, Peter opened the passenger’s door, 
thinking this would be the easiest way for a nonagenarian to enter.  
“Oh, no!” said Sammy.  “We always used to climb over the side.”  
He then tried to clamber over the driver’s side of the car, found it 
was too much for him, and after examining it carefully, exclaimed, 
“I don’t remember it being as high as that!”
  “Memories of Sammy can only be happy ones, for those of us 
who actually knew him or read Motor Racing as schoolboys, or 
for those young people who met him towards the end of his life.  
It is with his wife, Suzy, his companion for so many years, that 
our thoughts must now lie.  It was very moving to see her at the 
funeral, to which she unexpectedly came from her hospital bed.
  “I have no doubt that the sympathies of VSCC members will 
go out to her at a time when she is needing all of that strength of 
character which she shared with Sammy.
P.M.A.H.”   
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Front Shock Absorber Links by Eddie Riddle Book Review
RIPPON BROS -

 A COACHBUILDER OF 
RENOWN

By Jonathan Wood
Published by James Hinchliffe and 

Annabel Sleigh
Dobroyd Mills, Jackson Bridge, 
Huddersfield HD9 1AF, England
Hardbound 24cm by 24cm 449 
pages £80, numbered edition of 

750 copies
Printed and bound in Great Britain by Short Run Press, Exeter.  

This is a substantial book, weighing in at 2.2 kilograms.  Beautifully 
printed on heavy art paper, with many illustrations in colour, black 
and white, and sepia, it has been published as a labour of love 
by James and Annabel, members of the Rippon family through 
James’s mother.  The trove of material found when clearing out 
Audrey Hinchliffe’s basement provided the impetus for the book.  
It has been published with the support of the Michael Sedgwick 
Memorial Trust, which immediately struck a chord with your 
reviewer, who wrote to Mr Sedgwick 35 years ago suggesting that 
a book on proprietary engine manufacturers should be written, and 
by him.  A long and informative letter came back, written off the 
cuff, illuminating aspects of the Lea Francis Company and their 
various suppliers as a perfect example of “bits” going to produce 
a car, and agreeing that such a book should be written, but that he 
was too busy with earning a meagre living writing pot-boilers.  
Within a few years he had died, and that book still hasn’t been 
written, but Michael Sedgwick’s influence lives on with worthy 
successors such as Jonathan Wood, who was persuaded that he 
should postpone his retirement to write the Rippon book.  Annabel 
Sleigh has contributed a great deal of the research, for example 
with the co-operation of the Huddersfield newspaper being able to 
contact the main designer’s sons overseas after fruitless combing 
of electoral rolls.  It was the publishers’ intention to have it printed 
in Yorkshire, but time constraints meant that that part of it went 

south, although still in Britain. 
  The book aims high, as social, family, and trade history.  The 
large and square format means that the illustrations are reproduced 
with optimum quality. So many books in portrait format have 
illustrations which seem to lose their most interesting bits in the 
centre fold, but if a picture is considered worth the double page in 
the Rippon book, one can be sure that there is plenty of detail to 
keep a reader amused for hours, such as a section with illustrations 
of the Rippon works during the early 1920s.  The design means 
that subsidiary articles are highlighted in relevant sections, and 
the main narrative is easily followed around these inclusions, 
while there are ten appendices which go into very full detail.  For 
instance, every Rolls-Royce and Bentley which went through 
Rippons’ hands from 1922 to 1965 is listed, whether or not Rippon 
Bros built the coachwork.
  From the foundation of the company in 1870 catering to the 
horse-drawn market in Yorkshire, Rippon Bros were conservative, 
perhaps to be expected in that part of England, but were able to 
provide a full manufacturing process on site in Fountain Road, 
Huddersfield, with steel forgings used instead of cast iron, and 
showroom, smithy, wheelwrights, trimming, painting, polishing, 
and storage facilities.  They catered from the very start to motorised 
transport, acting as agents for many marques from Europe and 
England.  They enjoyed a close relationship with the infant Rolls-
Royce Company 25 miles away in Manchester, building some of 
the earliest coachwork on those cars, and one of their important 
clients was Arthur Briggs, who had a great deal to do with the 
raising of capital to publicly float Rolls-Royce Motors.
  Huddersfield was a prosperous town, with links to the fine merino 
wool trade which still continues, and although the Rippons kept 
a close watch on coachwork developments in the south of the 
country, they did not deem it worthwhile to exhibit at the Olympia 
Motor Show in London until 1924.  As the Great Depression bit 
into sales, Colonel Reginald Rippon actively participated in the 
great Rallies and Concours d’Elegance of the 1930s, and the book 
has excellent illustrations of the straight-eight Daimlers built and 

A typical Rippon Brothers’ design on 20/25 chassis GSY73 which visited New Zealand three years ago.  

A Warm Welcome to the Following New Members

The connection between the front shock absorber and the front 
axle serve two purposes, one to connect the chassis to front axle, 
and two to provide adjustment for castor for the front axle.  In 
my case the “A” shaped links were completely frozen solid due 
to lack of lubrication.
   The top of the link connects to the shock absorber arm via 
an adjustable ball joint.  Incorporated into this ball joint is the 
adjustment for the castor of the front axle.  Lubrication of the 
ball joint is via a pipe, which runs up the rear leg of the “A” link. 
   The castor setting can be maintained provided that you do not 
shift the rear ball cup.  To remove the link, proceed as follows: 

•	 Remove the clamp bolt which locks the front ball cup 
complete with spring..

•	 Remove the automatic oiler ‘T’ piece from the bottom 
of the rear mount of the “A” link (don’t lose the 
aluminium washers). It is easier to remove the short 
pipes, which connect to the front axle oiler, the feed 
to the lower “A” link frame, and the feed point in the 
middle of the front axle.

•	 Remove the nut, which secures the rear tower of the 
“A” frame to the front axle.

•	 Remove the split pin and nut, which secure the front 
tower to the axle.

•	 Lift the link assembly upwards so that the tower bolts 
clear the front axle. Now slide the shock absorber ball 
clear of the housing.

The bottom end of the “A” link was the part, which was 
completely worn out due to lack of lubrication.  The end consists 
of a hollow steel axle supported on two bronze bushes.  The front 
bush is threaded of the outside and held in place by a large hex 
nut.  This nut is tapped to take to take a long steel rod, which 
is screwed at both ends.  The rod is screwed into the nuts and 
peened over.  The rear bush is tapped to take the long rod and is 
held in place by a clamp bolt in the link frame.
   I could find no details of the links construction at the beginning 
of the task.  Incidentally, the long rod is not visible when the link 
is assembled.  This information would have been very helpful at 
the start.
   Dismantling the bottom of the “A” link was as follows.

•	 Remove the Aluminium cover, which supports the 
lubrication pipe on the rear bush.  This is a push fit. 
(Should be)

•	 Remove the clamp bolt securing the rear bush to the 
“A” link frame. (the nut has a very fine split pin through 
it)

•	 Using a 5/16” Whitworth ring spanner, unscrew the rear 
bush. In my case the bush fell out due to the steel rod 
being corroded through at the inner end of the bush. At 
this point you should be able to slide the axle and the 
two mounting bolts off the steel rod.  In my case the 
whole thing was frozen solid.

•	 Bend back the lock tabs on the large hex nut at the front 
of the “A” link.  Unscrew the nut and remove the front 
bush. (if you are lucky)  In my case there was a problem 
here as the bush kept turning round.  My solution was 
to carefully drill an 1/8” hole through both sides of the 
bush.  Be careful not to drill into the “A” link frame. 
Using a length of 1/8” rod through this hole I was 
able to unscrew the nut.  Once again the steel rod had 
corroded through at the start of the hex nut.

•	 If all has gone well the link is dismantled.
•	 In my case it was obvious by now that a new axle 

and bushes were necessary.  At this point I still hadn’t 
discovered the long rod.  It seemed odd that they went 
to the trouble of providing lubrication for the axle but 
no visible means of lubricating the bushes.

•	 The axle assembly consists of the two mounting towers, 
a separator, and the axle itself.  This is not at all obvious 
by looking at the assembly.  I was lucky to have access 

to X-ray equipment.  No amount of persuasion would 
move the towers from the axle.  Finally I cut off one 
of the axle ends, heated the whole thing up and used a 
press. (The 40-ton press was grunting)

•	 All was revealed at this point.  Lubrication is via the 
long mounting tower, into a ring on the inside of the 
tower, then down the space between the long rod and 
the axle into 3 equally spaced holes in each bearing 
surface.

These illustrations from the 20/25 Owner’s Handbook are 
reproduced from the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia’s 

Web Site.  Their library, accessible from www.rroc.org.au is an 
invaluable source of information, and we are most grateful to the 

RROCA for the free access to their archive.  
In the illustration, the following are relevant parts identified:

F:  Gauze filter
K:  High pressure valve cap 
K1 and T1: Nuts locking adjustment for lift of ball valves
M:  Screws over oil reservoir
O:  Filling plug
T:  Low pressure valve cap
   

Snapped at George Urquhart’s Birthday Celebrations, here is 
Mike Coleman’s 1934 20/25 Gurney Nutting Sports Saloon, 
GYH4, with John Stewart’s Silver Dawn SOB112, a B****k and an 
F.N. in the background.   
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campaigned by Rippon Bros.  Closed coachwork, often limousine, 
predominated, and the practicalities of batch production no doubt 
helped the balance sheet, while clients’ individual wishes could 
still be incorporated.  To quote from a coach-building apprentice’s 
memories in the book and give some idea of Rippons’ quality, 
“A small pen and ink drawing was prepared for customers to 
show them what their bodies would look like.  A scale drawing 
and full-size ones were then made up and patterns made directly 
from them.  The materials used in the construction of the frame 
were ‘ash, mahogany, beech and lime.’  The body itself was hand-
crafted from aluminium panels, ‘mainly 16 gauge but I seem to 
think the front wings were 12 gauge and in some small areas in 20 
gauge.’  The ash framework was painted grey, and covered with 
greased cloth (headliner type material) where the wood surface 
would touch the aluminium body.  It was brushed with a wire 
brush, etched with Dioxidine, built up with oil fillers, and given 
ten coats of paint although owners were told that there were 17!”
  During the Second World War Rolls-Royce Merlin engines were 
overhauled, and, in the nearby Wells Mills, cars were stored “for 
the duration” and aircraft fuel tanks were repaired, but in 1944 
residual fuel in a tank exploded and the building and its contents 
(including 50 Rolls-Royces) were destroyed. 
  With the post-war emphasis on the Bentley Standard Steel Saloon, 
coach-building activities slowed, and the last Rippon Bros body 
was built in 1952, but they helped out with trimming the Standard 
Steel bodies.  As a result of the Korean War the wool trade boomed, 
and Rippon Bros sold many Rolls-Royces and Bentleys, including 
those with Hooper and Park Ward bodies.
  Colonel Reginald Rippon, James Hinchliffe’s grandfather, died 
in 1969, and from that time the family’s direct involvement in the 
firm ceased, as it became Appleyard Rippon of Leeds, who, until 
that firm’s eventual demise in 1997, very helpfully provided parts 
and servicing for a wide range of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars.
  This book has been described by another reviewer as “probably 
the best book on a single coach-builder” and, following the late 
Nick Walker’s excellent A to Z of British Coach-builders and the 
less successful book by Jane Windover about her family’s firm, 
must set the bench mark. Annabel and James were in New Zealand 
during Christmas, and their luggage will be at least 20 kilograms 
lighter on their return trip to Huddersfield. 
   

Letter to the Editor
Dear Tom,
I would like to compliment John King on his excellent article 
on the Southern Region Run to Dunedin.  I found it interesting, 
entertaining and humorous.  However there is one aspect on which 
I would like to comment critically.
   On at least three occasions, John refers to the fact that the social 
aspect prevails in the club’s activities.  I interpret this as meaning 
that this is a social club, with motoring as a side issue.  If this is the 
case, then I have accidentally joined the wrong club.  If I wanted to 
belong to a social club there are lots of these available with much 
lower dues and without the necessity of having a couple of hundred 
thousand dollars worth of stuff in the garage.  I firmly believe 
that the founders of our organisation visualised a motoring club 
where members enjoyed the experience of driving vehicles which 
represented the very best in design and top quality engineering of 
the time. I agree with John that this is not a competitive club and 
that a relaxed and friendly atmosphere prevails at events.
   I believe that the majority of members probably join in order to 
share experiences with the marque and swap technical information 
and advice. In many cases members, particularly those who own 
older six cylinder cars, do most if not all of their own maintenance 
and restoration. The social side doesn’t get a look in during a 
major restoration project.  There are some of course who like 
to be recognised as owning a Rolls Royce or Bentley and being 

members of a prestigious club.  That’s fine if that is what appeals 
to them but I would guess they are in the minority.
   I challenge other members to respond with their views as to 
whether we are a social club or a non competitive motoring club 
with emphasis on touring events with some social activity at the 
end of a challenging days’ motoring.
 Sincerely  
 John  Stewart

(Above) Annabel Sleigh demonstrating to Ramon Farmer the 
weight of the Rippon Bros book, while James Hinchliffe and John 

Ferguson are present at an impromptu book signing.
(Below) We couldn’t produce a Rippon Bros bodied car, but 
a Thrupp & Maberly Limousine on Phantom III 3DL22 and a 
glorious summer day seem to please Annabel and James.  

The Derby Bentley in New Zealand - a Postscript

THE REAL CAR COMPANY
North Wales

Specialists in Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motorcars, 1920 to 1970s.
Around 30 to 40 cars in stock, ranging from restoration projects to 

concours.
We are always looking to buy similar vehicles, especially pre 1950.
Highly experienced in the Ocean Shipping of these important cars.

Web:      www.realcar.co.uk Phone:    0044 1248 602649 
Please contact Bernie Snalam for further information.

e-mail:    bernie.s@btinternet.com

The list of Derby Bentleys which have been in New Zealand, 
published in our 12-2, requires some corrections.
(Right)  B148AH, noted as being under Denis Harwood’s care in 
Christchurch, is actually B53EJ, engine P7BP, and was registered 
in September 1935 to E. Broadbelt as BVM852.  It is a Park Ward 
saloon (at least we got that right!)

(Top)  B148AH, engine E4BV, is now in Wellington.  Roy Tilley’s 
photograph
(Above and right) B59EJ, engine F3BZ, was a cabriolet by Henri 
Binder of Paris, and after the 1935 Paris Show was sold to Lucien 
Lorel.  It was in New Zealand in 2005, but has returned overseas. 
Geoff Edwards’s photographs
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DISMANTLING R TYPE: Everything for sale, contact Michael 0274 148 145

WANTED TO BUY:• Rolls-Royce coil(s), 20/25 HP type or similar, need not be functional, with bakelite casing and "mush-
room top", any condition.
• Ceramic holder(s) for ignition ballast resistor.  Please phone or email: Ed Pollard (09) 846 0475, ed.j.pollard@gmail.com
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NEW ZEALAND

RRP $29.95

A DASHBOARD VIEW

COLLECTOR’S EDITION
CELEBRATING THE FIRST 10 YEARS

THE BEST OF CLASSIC DRIVER ORDER YOUR COPY NOW
THE BEST OF CLASSIC DRIVER

JUST $29.95 INCLUDES POSTAGE

464 PAGES REMASTERED INTO 
THIS SPECIAL COLLECTOR’S EDITION.
54 OF THE GREATEST CLASSIC DRIVER 

STORIES & NZ MOTOR RACING HISTORY

RING US  ON 0800 535 635

PUBLISHERS – SW MEDIA LTD, 
PO BOX 9357, TOWER JUNCTION , CHRISTCHURCH

FOR SALE: 1960 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud II Chassis SVB331.  Good condition, 
imported new, always garaged.  Present owner for 35 years.  Comes with spare new 

windscreen, full set of tools (including some special), original handbook and set of work-
shop manuals. $35,000 o.n.o.  For more details phone Merv Warner (06) 751 2414

FOR SALE: 1993 Bentley Continental Corniche 
111 Convertible.  Chassis no 30587.  Brooklands 
Green. 55000 Kms. Original, unmarked and 
impeccable.  Owned for 10 years with 1 previous  own-
er.  Ring R.B. Cleave,  (09) 5758115 or 0274 984259 
E-mail rcleave@ihug.co.nz

FOR SALE: 1971 Bentley T Type Chassis SBH10636  
Asking price: $30,000.  New Zealand new, good service his-
tory, 130,000 miles.  Original Sand over Astrakhan, Navy 
Blue interior. Contact Tom King, 03.339.8309 the.king@xtra.
co.nz .

Call now for  
a free quote

Ph 06 345 3145  
info@haprint.com
www.haprint.com 

Smart, Quick & Friendly

MAJESTIC MOTORS LTD R.M.V.T

www.majesticmotors.co.nz      email:  ian@majesticmotors.co.nz 

341 Queen Street, Masterton
Ph 06 370 4614      A/Hrs 0274 752 713      Fax 06 370 8300

Trade in and competitive finance available.  We have top quality vehicles from luxury downwards

1990 Bentley Turbo R
Performance & Prestige  

at an affordable price
1980

Rolls-Royce Corniche
Convertible

2004 Rolls Royce Phantom, 6 Speed Auto 
6750 V12, DVD, foot rests, umbrellas in rear 
doors, height adjustment, parking control 

system, remote close on rear doors, flying lady 
disappears on looking car & much more.

1998
Bentley Azure 

Convertible, the 
best open top 

motorcar
1968  

Rolls Royce Silver Shadow  
Very Tidy Car

2001 Bentley Arnage  Le Mans
Limited edition model with all the very nice  

special features including NZ Sat Navigation

Other Rolls Royce &  
Bentley’s to Arrive
1985 Silver Spirit

1976 Silver Shadow
1970 Silver Shadow
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Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Auckland
11 Great South Road, PO Box 9718, Newmarket, Auckland Telephone +64 9 969 3351 Fax +64 9 969 3354 www.rolls-roycemotorcars-auckland.com 

© Copyright Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Limited 2011. The Rolls-Royce name and logo are registered trademarks.

Only the finest pre-owned Rolls-Royce motor cars can attain the Provenance 
seal of approval, distinguishing them from others on the market.
This, along with a minimum of two years’ warranty, two years’ complimentary servicing using genuine Rolls-Royce 
parts and 24-hour roadside assistance, provide you with total reassurance and unrivalled peace of mind.

Provenance – exclusively through Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Auckland. For a personalised demonstration 
contact Neil D’Arcy-Brain on 09 969 3351 or email neil.darcybrain@rrmc-auckland.co.nz.

2012 Rolls-Royce Drophead Coupe
Ensign Red with Black Contrasting Leather. Piano Black Trim. 5,000km. 
21” Forged Alloy Wheels, Navigation, Bluetooth, Camera System. 
The pinnacle of open top motoring. Balance Rolls-Royce four year 
Provenance Service. $575,000

1998 Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph*

Pearl Silver Metallic, Navy Blue Leather, Walnut Cross Banded Wood, 5.4 
L V12 Motor, 5 Speed Auto Transmission, Automatic Climate Air, Lovely 
condition and great example of this seldom available model. $79,900

* Not subject to the Provenance programme

2012 Rolls-Royce Phantom Series I
Darkest Tungsten Metallic, Cornsilk / Black Contrast Interior with Cross 
banded Walnut Burr. Low km’s, 6.75Litre V12 for effortless driving, NZ 
Navigation, Bluetooth Telephone Hands free, Rear Seat entertainment 
package. Front & Rear Parking Sensors and Cameras, Balance Four Year 
full service. $585,000

2007 Rolls-Royce Phantom Series I
Black non-metallic with Bespoked Cornsilk Leather Interior, Crossbanded 
Walnut Burr, 35,000km, 6.75l V12 Motor. Navigation, Bluetooth 
telephone, Tilt / slide Sunroof, Veneered Steering Wheel Spokes and 
Instrument Panel. A beautiful example that comes complete with Rolls-
Royce two year Provenance Cover. $299,900

2011 Rolls-Royce Ghost
Dark Tungsten metallic With Seashell Leather Interior, Piano Black Wood 
with Spirit of Ecstasy inlays, 15,000km Full Electric, Heated, Ventilated 
front and rear seats, Navigation, Bluetooth, Active Cruise Control, Night 
Vision, Full Camera System. Heads Up Display, This car gives the absolute 
‘magic carpet’ ride with dynamic handling and performance. Balance of 
New Car Service. $445,000

2012 Rolls-Royce Phantom Coupe
Diamond Black metallic with Brushed Steel Bonnet Package, Crème Light 
Leather Interior, Contrast RR Logos in Seats, Piano Black Wood Interior, 
Metal Steering Wheel Spokes, 21” part Polished Seven Spoke Alloys, Starlight 
Roof Lining, Full Camera System, Navigation, Bluetooth Telephone. A Simply 
Stunning Coupe to Drive. Full four year Rolls-Royce Factory Service.

9B Beatrice Tinsley Crescent, Albany, Auckland
phone/fax: 09 414 1971  mob: 021 643 030  a/h: 09 444 3030

We specialise in the maintenance and care of Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars: servicing, repairs, overhauls and full restoration of Rolls-
Royce and Bentley motor vehicles.  Our Albany, North Shore workshop is fully equipped to carry out all mechanical, hydraulic, fault finding 

and electrical work. Restoration work can be carried out on all exterior and interior surfaces and leather work.  Our experienced staff will work 
on your vehicle with meticulous care and attention to detail. 

New & Secondhand Rolls-Royce and Bentley Parts  •  Motor Car Sales  •  Stockists of AutoGlym Car Care Products

Customers & Visitors are always welcome.  Friendly Advice Available.

COLGRAY MOTORS                                             Rolls Royce & Bentley Specialists

colin@colgray.com                              www.colgray.com

SHADOW PARTS NZSHADOW PARTS NZ
SUPPLIERS OF GENUINE ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY 
PARTS, BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND BROCHURES

SHADOW PARTS NZ 
 

SUPPLIERS OF GENUINE ROLLS-ROYCE AND 
BENTLEY PARTS,  

BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND BROCHURES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call me any time from 7.00 am to 11.00 pm 
Roy Tilley (NZRR&BC Technical Liaison Officer) 

204A Waiwhetu Road, Lower Hutt 
Phone 04.566.0850   e-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz    www.royscars.co.nz 

 

Call me any time from 7.00 am to 11.00 pm 
Roy Tilley  (NZRR&BC Technical Liaison Officer)

204A Waiwhetu Rd, Lower Hutt.  Ph 04.566.0850.  E-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz   www.royscars.co.nz
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Bruce McIlroy Ad Central Region

BENTLEY AUCKLAND

SALES   SERVICE   PARTS   ACCESSORIES

Factory trained technicians  •  Right first time guarantee  •  Loan cars available on booking

All genuine parts with 3 year manufacturer’s warranty when fitted at Bentley Auckland

BENTLEY AUCKLAND 100 Great North Road, Grey Lynn,  Auckland.

Ph: 09 360 3200  Email: sales@bentleyauckland.co.nz  www.bentleyauckland.com 

The Bentley Continental GT V8 and GTC V8 are at Bentley Auckland now.

2012 Bentley Continental Supersports Convertible ISR
631bhp, stunning Mulliner finishing. $399,990

2012 Bentley Continental GT
Dark Sapphire or Granite, very high specification, Carbon Ceramic Brakes,  

Naim Audio, ex Bentley Fleet. $324,990

2011 Bentley Continental Flying Spur
Royal Ebony with Beluga hide, 8,000 kms, sunroof, 20” alloys. $299,990

2008 Bentley Continental GT Speed
Granite with Beluga Hide, 20” Alloy wheels. $199,990

2006 Bentley Continental Flying Spur
Dark Sapphire Blue, solar sunroof, 20” Alloy wheels. $154,990

2004 Bentley Continental GT Coupe
Moonbeam Silver with Beluga Hide, 37,000 kms. $129,990

2003 Bentley Arnage T
Silver Storm, Beluga Mulliner interior, picnic tables, 19” Alloy wheels. $124,990

2002 Bentley Arnage Le Mans
Midnight Emerald, high specification. $99,990

2012 Bentley Continental GT  V8
Glacier White, 3,000kms, Mulliner styling.  $299,990

2012 Bentley Continental GT
Thunder, very high specification, Naim audio, ex Bentley fleet. $289,990

2008 Bentley Continental GT 
Dark Sapphire, One owner, 12,000kms,  $165,000

2006 Bentley Continental Flying Spur
Dark Sapphire Blue, solar sunroof, 20” Alloy wheels.  $154,990

2004 Bentley Continental GT Coupe
Moonbeam Silver with Beluga Hide.  37,000 km.  $129,990.

2003 Bentley Arnage T
Silver Storm, Beluga Mulliner interior, picnic tables.  19” Alloy wheels.  $124,990.

2002 Bentley Arnage Le Mans
Midnight Emerald, high specification.  $99,990.
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                                   Club Calendar
Full details are also contained on our Web Site  www.nzrrbc.co.nz 

Southern Region
Sunday 17 March:  Navigation Run, starting at Wigram Air Force Museum 10 a.m. for 10:30. Further Details to be advised
Saturday to Monday 13 to 15 July: Winter Touring Weekend, further details to be advised

Invitations

Great British Car Rally 17-22 February Some of our members are taking part in this event, and have promised magazine reports.
On Sunday 19 October 1997 the NZ-UK Link All British Car Rally set off from Auckland bound for Christchurch. As you know, it was an incredible journey 
with over 400 cars competing at different stages throughout the week.
Fifteen years later it seems to us that the time has come to repeat the journey and take another thrilling ride from Auckland to Christchurch. But this time 
branded the GREAT British Car Rally. 
  It will start in Auckland on Sunday 17 February and finish in Christchurch on Friday 22 February; the second anniversary of the Christchurch earthquake. We 
would like to put on a GREAT car show for Christchurch.
  The GREAT British Car Rally will be fundraising for four charities: Starship Children’s Hospital, Save the Children (Wellington branch) and two charities based 
in Christchurch: the Christchurch City Mission and a charity with mental health focus (which is yet to be confirmed).
  You will be pleased to hear that once again Ross Church has agreed to be our Rally Director. So together, we will create a buzz and level of excitement that 
will sweep down the country as we make this GREAT journey with events in each main city promoting the best of Britain.
  We have also been in touch with Pat Alston, the mastermind behind 1997 rally and we are hopeful that she may be able to join us for part of this GREAT 
journey.
The rally will be open to all British cars - both classic and new and we will follow the same route from Auckland to Christchurch. As in 1997, you will be 
able to join us for the whole rally or complete as many stages as you wish. All the information is available on our website: www.ukinnewzealand.fco.gov.
uk/GREATbritishcarrallv.
  Ross has very kindly offered to donate a prize to the participant and car from the Link rally that also completes the 2013 GREAT British Car Rally. This 
will be judged on the basis of “those that best represent that British/New Zealand spirit of motoring”.
  We hope that many of the 1997 rally participants will join us for another INCREDIBLE JOURNEY along with other British car enthusiasts.
  Please contact us via the website or email Amanda Anslow at: greatbritishcarrallv@gmail.com to register your interest, or phone Amanda on (04) 
4764659. Our website will be updated regularly to keep you up-to-date with all the latest information.

Sunday 10 February: Inter-Club Concours at Ellerslie Race Course
Sunday 10 February: the 26th British Car Day 10am to 3pm Trentham Memorial Park (Use Barton Road, off Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt) $5 per 
display vehicle. Once again the British Car Club will be donating proceeds to keep the Wellington Free Ambulance free. There will be a good range of 
food and drink available and the usual range of British vehicles to admire.  
British Car Day Committee C/- Secretary 9 Cassis Place Crofton Downs WELLINGTON 6035 Contacts: Lyn /Keith Shackleton Phone: (04) 973 
2904 E-mail: theshacks@paradise.net.nz
Sunday 24 February: Galaxy of Cars at Western Springs Stadium

National
2013 A.G.M. 6 & 7 April Chateau Tongariro - the painting above hangs in the Chateau’s stairwell.
A block reservation has been made at the Chateau Tongariro for 20 rooms for our next A.G.M.  Those who were there last time will remember what a 
great weekend it was.  For our dinners, black tie is optional, and Posh Frocks aired if you wish.
Pre-dinner drinks have been arranged, and dinner will be in the Ruapehu Room, the main dining room.  The hotel is very busy at that time of year, so 
it is ESSENTIAL to make your reservation soon to be assured of a room.  The hotel will hold our block booking for only a limited time.
The nightly rate negotiated is $319.00 (G.S.T. included) which is a rate for two including dinner and breakfast.  If you subtract the cost of a three-
course dinner at a nice restaurant, and also an unlimited breakfast buffet, this rate is not much different from a fairly ordinary motel.
Group Name – Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club #356596
Please phone the Reservations team on 0800 242832 or e-mail stay@chateau.co.nz and quote the group name and number.
Northern Region
Sunday in March:  Details of a run for luncheon to be advised 


