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One of the fi rst products of Bentley Motors (1931) Ltd, this 8-litre YX5106 Drop-head Cou-
pe by Thrupp & Maberly was delivered in May 1932. Owners J. & E. Buckingham, NYC.
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 BOOKS
From the Shadow’s Corner by Cal West, Product Support Manager, Rolls-Royce Motors Inc, USA. A 
compilation of technical articles, specifi c to the Silver Shadow and its derivatives, reprinted from The Flying 
Lady.  We will include with this a set of reprints from Know Your Silver Shadow featured in the Club magazine 
in recent years. $80 per copy including P & P. 
Silver Cloud/S Series Reprints 1955-1966: A compilation of technical articles from The Flying Lady specifi c to 
the Silver Cloud and S Series. $20 per copy including P & P. 
 NZRR&BC CAR BADGES
Of the original design but made in stainless steel are now available at $60 each.
Send your order with cheque made out to “New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club” to: Roy Tilley, 
Technical Liaison Offi cer, 204a Waiwhetu Road, LOWER HUTT.
 CHASSIS RECORDS
The Company’s Construction Records, which accompanied every Rolls-Royce and Bentley (since 1931) 
chassis throughout its production at Derby or Crewe are a valuable resource for subsequent owners. They 
show details of the original order, any special equipment supplied, and the results of tests and inspections 
carried out prior to dispatch. The records for all cars over 10 years old are held by the RREC in the UK, and 
copies are available to members of that Club at a price which has to refl ect not only the cost of photocopying 
and postage but also the cost of maintaining a valuable archive resource and employing a full-time archivist. 
The number of A4 pages for early cars may vary from two or three up to 20 or more, depending upon how 
much work and subsequent servicing was carried out by the Company and its agents. Records for a Silver 
Shadow can amount to 50 or more pages and are likely to cost around $NZ150 but will be a worthwhile 
addition to any owner’s library.  For details of how to obtain a copy of your car’s records, contact the Club’s 
Technical Liaison Offi cer, Roy Tilley, on 04 566 0850 
e-mail rmt@xtra.co.nz
 ADVERTISING – pages 29 to 32
Classifi ed advertisements (monochrome) pertaining to Rolls-Royce and Bentley matters are free to Financial 
Members who do not deal regularly in Rolls-Royce or Bentley cars or services.  All classifi ed advertisements 
must be submitted in writing to the Editor, Tom King, Phone 03 339 8309, e-mail the.king@xtra.co.nz 191 
Sparks Road, Christchurch 8025. The publication of commercial advertisements, or any advertising in colour, 
will be the subject of a charge to the advertiser.  Colour advertisements are charged at $220 per half page 
and $300 for full page, payable to the RNRR&BC Inc. 

                                             Club Shop 

            

SUBSCRIPTION
MEMBERSHIP of the New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club, Inc is open to those of any age, 
including their spouses, partners and families, with an interest in these two distinguished marques, 
whether or not they are the owner of a Rolls-Royce or Bentley motorcar. Your Membership 
SUBSCRIPTION includes the Club Magazine (6 issues annually), the right to attend all Club 
events and activities, and the right to partake in all aspects of Club management.

FEES:  Registration Fee:  $10.00 (once only)
Membership Fee:  $75.00 (annual)
Family membership: $  5.00 (annual)

CONTACT: Membership Registrar
  NZ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club, Inc
  Ralph Atkinson
  P O Box 98 902
  SAMC
  AUCKLAND

  Phone: (09) 238 4487
  Email: ralph.atkinson@blennz.school.nz 
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Northern Region

Central Region

Club Calendar 2008-2

Friday to Sunday 11 to 13 April - National AGM Weekend, Taranaki, organised by Merv 
Warner and Colin Trowbridge
Saturday 19 April - NZ Motorshow Display 10 am - 8pm, Claudelands Event Centre, 
Brooklyn Road, Hamilton

National AGM Sunday April 13th To be held at the Auto Lodge Motor Inn in New 
Plymouth, combined with the annual North/Central get-together. This is being or-
ganised by Merv Warner and Colin Trowbridge and promises to be an outstanding 
event. Organise your accommodation at the Auto Lodge Motor Inn. Rooms have 
been reserved at $110 inc GST per night. ph 06 7599128
Solstice Dinner Saturday 21 June Tentatively proposed for the Wellesley club.  
See TOTC for confi rmation.  
A proposed Waiarapa home visit for daffodils etc.  August-September 2008 See 
TOTC for details and confi rmation.  
AGM at Southwards November 
2009 National Rally Following the very successful Rally organised by 
Northern Region in March last year the Central Region has agreed to 
organise the 2009 National Rally.  Serious planning will begin in April 2008.  
Suggestions are welcome from all members.

 Pahia Getaway Queen’s Birthday Weekend - 31 May – 2 June 
 V8s Technical Evening at Colgray Motors – TBA in May
 Pahia Getaway - Queen’s Birthday Weekend
          31 May – 2 June Kingsgate Auto Lodge, Marsden Rd, Pahia. 
 Mid-Winter Run, Lunch - Mariposa Palm Café & Nursery, Point Wells near Matakana 
– Sunday in August. 
 Labour Weekend Away – 25-27 October
 Northern Region AGM/Dinner– at Romford’s–Sunday 16 November

       We Welcome the Following New Members       We Welcome the Following New 
Barrie Bensemann,18A Barnes Street, Seaview, Lower Hutt. Phone (04) 
570.1059. Fax (04) 5701062. He is awaiting the arrival from Australia in the next 
week or so, of a Cloud 3.
Members Re-joining
Laurie and Anke Haines
98 Thompson Rd
Havelock North
1988 Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit
1987 Bentley Turbo R
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2008 National AGM Taranaki

11 to 13 April organised by Merv Warner and Colin Trowbridge of 
Central Region To be held at: The Auto Lodge Motor Inn 393 Devon 

Street East, New Plymouth, Freephone: 0800 800 896, www.autolodge.
co.nz A rate of $110 per room including GST has been arranged.   

YOU SHOULD HAVE BOOKED BY NOW, BUT TRY THE HOTEL 
DIRECTLY

Friday, 11 April 6pm Informal meet and greet at Autolodge bar Dinner own ar-
rangements
Saturday, 12 April 8.45am Meet at rear of Auto Lodge in Gill Street (see map) 
to leave at 9am sharp. Travel to Tawhiti Museum 401 Ohangai Road, Hawera, 
Phone: (06) 278-6837 www.tawhitimuseum.co.nz. The Tawhiti Museum is a truly 
unique enterprise. The creation of artist Nigel Ogle, its attention to detail is simply 
stunning. Widely acclaimed as the best private museum in the country, the mu-
seum uses life size exhibits and scale models to present our heritage in a series 
of super realistic and engaging displays. Part of the museum is the Tawhiti Bush 
Railway is a dramatic presentation of the logging railways that used to operate in 
Taranaki. With life size fi gures, buildings along the line and an interpretation cen-
tre set in a reconstructed sawmill at the end of the track, this 2’6” gauge railway is 
an additional attraction on the museum site. 
Lunch at museum cafe
After lunch an interesting afternoon’s events have been planned with some extra 
places to visit.
6pm Drinks in the Auto Lodge bar 
7pm Dinner at Auto Lodge restaurant
Sunday, 13 April  10.00am Pre AGM tea, coffee and scones at Auto Lodge Con-
ference Room        10.30am AGM commences 
After AGM own arrangements
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                                      Mainland Comment                                      

As the mornings become darker the 
effects of a perceived one hour sleep 
deprivation each night start to accumu-
late, so that autumn seems welcome. 
Well, almost welcome. It has been a 
marvellous summer, and there has 
been enough moisture here on the 
mainland to give even the few bits of 
countryside that haven’t been “fonter-
raed” a fairly green veneer.
 Our Annual General Meeting takes 
place on 13 April in New Plymouth, 
and that weekend will be an excellent 
way for members to meet as many as 
possible of each other, and to renew 
friendships.
 As the Club evolves, so new offi ce 
holders make themselves available, 
and several of our National Executive 
will retire at the AGM. Nominations are 
taking place as we go to press, and 
the Masthead Page in 08-3 will refl ect 
these changes after the election proc-
ess has been negotiated. The post of 
Editor carries with it a sort of ex-offi cio 
position on the National Executive, and 
I would like to express my thanks to the 
Executive for their support. The retir-
ing members of the National Executive 
have put in a great deal of hard work 
on the Club’s behalf, and I am sure that 
we are all grateful to them.  
 ‘Tis the season to go touring, and as 
we have done the apparently obliga-
tory great swoops about the Mainland, 
so have International and home-grown 
aggregations of Allards, vintage Bent-
leys, Bristols, MGs, Rileys and Vaux-
halls. There may have been others 
too, but the afore-mentioned marques 
were encountered in the most unlikely 
of places. They seem to have been 
thoroughly enjoying themselves on our 

relatively uncluttered roads, and didn’t 
seem to be afraid to stray from the 
tarmac, either.
 An instructive time spent studying 
the big vintage Vauxhalls, comparing 
them mentally to the vintage, or “W.O.” 
Bentleys, was interesting. Perhaps we 
should include in our pages a series 
of articles where we compare and 
contrast the Rolls-Royce and Bent-
ley products with their competitors. 
The Vauxhalls, for instance, with their 
straightforward engineering and high 
standards of metallurgy, would provide 
an interesting comparison to the intri-
cate designs of Walter Owen Bentley. 
The production fi gures of highly regard-
ed marques are often surprisingly low. 
Sunbeam, for example, made only 8 or 
9 cars with the straight-eight engine, 
whereas Rolls-Royce’s fi gures were in 
the thousands for most models.
 As we go to press the acquisition 
from Ford of the Jaguar and Land 
Rover marques by the Indian fi rm Tata 
appears to be proceeding to its conclu-
sion. We seem to have gone full circle 
from the family run businesses under 
William (later Sir William) Lyons and 
the Wilks family, who ran Jaguar and 
developed Land Rover, respectively, to 
a still family controlled but now widely 
diversifi ed industrial giant with 98 com-
panies producing everything from tea 
to steel and solar power. With annual 
revenues of $US30 billion perhaps they 
are not troubled by the undercapitalisa-
tion and massive corporate debt which 
so often seems to closely follow a com-
pany acquisition. It is a long way from 
Lyons and his helper building side-cars 
he called Swallows, and quaint looking 
saloon bodies for Austin 7s.       
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(Photos this page) Corsica body of  mid-30s, 
4-litre chassis VA4077,8-litre engine F5023. 
Owners T & J Eastwood of Australia.

As many of you may know, our sometime 
member Adrian Cook from Arrowtown 
organised a South Island tour of thirty 
“W.O.” cars, Bentleys and one LG45 
“Rapide” Lagonda.
 This started from Christchurch on 
1 February and headed north to Marl-
borough and Nelson, 
through the Lewis Pass 
to the West Coast, to 
Otago by the Haast 
Pass, and finished in 
Chr is tchurch three 
weeks and 3,000 miles 
later.
 Competitors came 
from Britain, North Amer-
ica, Hong Kong and Aus-
tralia as well as New 
Zealand, and several 
New Zealand based cars 
were loaned to the over-
seas drivers. So far no 

Meet the Bentleys, Ashburton, 23 February

Southern Region Report

account of the Tour has been received for 
publication in our magazine, but our mem-
bers were invited to Bruce McIlroy Ltd’s 
premises near Ashburton for a picnic lunch 
to enjoy the cars and meet the competi-
tors, and this is a report and photographic 
coverage of the picnic event.

 The weather was, of 
course, perfect that Satur-
day. Most of us arrived in our 
Rolls-Royces and Bentleys, 
and parked nosed in to the 
large lawn beyond the new 
workshop facility. There was 
ample, and very welcome, 
shade under the trees as we 
faced the marquee set up for 
the lunch to be served to the 
Bentley minders.
 Our target arrival time 
was 11 a.m. so we had plenty 

of time to socialise amongst our- selves 
and to admire anew the standard set 
in Bruce’s workshop, before the first 
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1928 4½-litre engine and chassis NT3148, 
a Van den Plas tourer when new, owned by 
Richard and Annie Freestone from England. 

1930 4½-litre engine and chassis KL3580, 
originally a Freestone and Webb saloon, 
owned by Chris and Val Kingsbury and 
often competed internationally.

Southern Region Report (continued) 

rumblings of the “W.O.” cars was heard 
about mid-day. Our stalwart member 
Stephen Fowler, complete with Gent’s 
Natty Pith Helmet, guided the tourists’ 
cars towards their side of the lawn, where 
they also faced the buffet ar-
rangements.
 Adrian Cook and his team 
produced a very professional 
24-page A4 Vintage Bentley 
Tour book, and Bruce McIl-
roy has kindly provided an 
extra copy for reference. The 
booklet goes into detail of the 
cars’ histories, and provides 
chassis and engine numbers 
so important for those of us of 
a regie-spotter persuasion. 
 When studied in conjunction 
with All the Pre-War Bentleys 
- As New – A survey of 5459 
Bentleys built between 1919 and 1940 
(Bentley Drivers’ Club 1976) this pro-
vides illuminating reading, since of the 

thirty competing cars, all now 
open, fully seventeen started 
their lives with closed bodies. 
As one of the competitors, Sue 
Walker from Oxfordshire, told 
us, the analogy of a new hat 
for the season can apply for 
whatever is currently fashion-
able to be fi tted to these cars’ 
chassis. 
 The premium placed on 
open coachwork has always 
struck your reporter as faintly 
loopy, even in a country with 
as relatively benign a climate 

as ours. The comfort available in a sa-
loon, let alone the charm of many of them 
(see top photograph, page 13 in 08-1), 
is apt to be forgotten as more and more 
of these eminent cars become Vanden 
Plas replicas.
 Several of the photographs accompa-
nying this account feature the interiors 
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Front compartment of 1932 8-litre, wheelbase chassis YX5106, with a Thrupp & Maberly 
disappearing-hood four seater body, owned by Richard & Emily Buckingham of N.Y.  

of the cars, in the hope that some of the 
ambience is translated onto the page. 
 Your reporter’s particular favourite had 
the most appealing level of originality, 
and a frontal view of the car appears 
on the front cover of this magazine. A 
Thrupp and Maberly 8-litre drop-head 
coupé with a disappearing hood on the 
very long 13 foot wheelbase chassis, it 
was delivered in May 1932, long after 
the demise of the original Bentley Com-
pany. 
 After many years in South Africa, then 
England again, it now resides in New 
York, and the registration plate it wears 
would appear to originate from New York 
State in 1932, a nice touch.
 One odd feature on many cars is the 
appearance of little cuddly bear mas-
cots. Can someone please explain this 

trend?  
 We had a very pleasant day, with 
plenty of interesting people to chat to, 
and if we had remembered to bring our 
sunhats there was the most delectable 
collection of Bentleys seen together 
since I don’t know when. 
 We didn’t mingle with the luncheon 
guests, probably because of a reluc-
tance to intrude on their celebration, and 
several of the Bentley crews seemed to 
feel sensitive about this separation and 
made a point of coming over to chat to 
us. We hope that we explained ourselves 
suffi ciently, for we wouldn’t ever want 
Kiwis to appear to be standoffi sh.
 We owe many thanks to Bruce and 
Philomena McIlroy and the team at 
Ashburton for the opportunity to enjoy 
the Bentleys in ideal surroundings. 
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We regret to announce the death of David Ferguson on 4 February 2008 after a 
long illness. David was a founder member of the NZRR&BC although his other 
commitments meant that he was not able to attend meetings as often as he would 
have liked. Born in Scotland, where he trained as a civil engineer, most of his 
working life after he came to New Zealand in the 1960s, was spent with the Minis-
try of Works on the design and management of hydro-electric dams. 
 In his spare time he was interested in philosophy, classical music and in help-
ing young musicians to develop their skills. He had been the owner of three Bent-
leys, an R-type, and S2 and, at the time of his death, an early Turbo.
 We offer our sympathy and condolences to his friends and families.
RMT

John P. Blatchley, who passed away on 16th February, was head of the talented 
team at Crewe responsible for the styling of such cars as the Silver Cloud in the 
early 1950s. In his youth he had shown an intense interest in motor car coach-
work design, and after a period of ill-health that disrupted his education he was 
able to attend the Regent Street Polytechnic in London.
 John Blatchley was the last of the great designers from the prewar ‘golden age’ 
of coach-building. Blessed with superb artistic talent, his remarkable abilities fi rst 
found an outlet at the London coachworks of J. Gurney Nutting Ltd. Soon after his 
arrival there his chief and mentor, A.F. McNeil, left to take up the Chief Designer 
position with James Young, leaving the youthful John Blatchley in charge. Gurney 
Nutting’s pre-War work is renowned for its elegance and perfect balance, and 
some of their fi nest designs came from the fertile mind of John Blatchley.  
 During World War II John Blatchley was employed by Rolls-Royce Ltd at Huck-
nall, then at Clan Foundry, turning his design talents to such wartime applications 
as aero engine cowls. After the war he arrived in the Car Division’s fl edgling styl-
ing department just in time to save the Bentley Mk VI standard steel saloon from 
the rather dull design originally envisaged, introducing a certain Gurney Nutting 
panache into the styling. Later he revised the design with a longer tail for the R-
type standard saloon. 
 His truly great legacy, though, came after he was appointed Chief Styling Engi-
neer at Crewe in his superlative styling of the Silver Cloud/S-type standard saloon 
and, in his fi nal years as a stylist, in the equally elegant two-door Silver Shadow 
(renamed Corniche in 1971). Although the styling of the original Bentley Continen-
tal is often attributed to him, he declaimed any credit for the iconic H.J. Mulliner 
design, though he was responsible for the Park Ward designs for the R-type and 
S1 Continentals. The styling of the standard four-door Silver Shadow, which revo-
lutionised the Crewe-built motor car, was also his work. JPB had no truck with the 

Obituaries

     David Ferguson

John Polwhele Blatchley
1 July 1913 – 16 February 2008

10 RR&B Issue 08-2 2008



new business environment ushered in by Geoffrey Fawn, and he chose early re-
tirement in 1969, though two of his designs survived in production into the 1990s.
 John Blatchley was a perfect gentleman all his life, with a modest, self-effac-
ing nature. He was also a man of elegant tastes, and although he did not claim 
complete originality, being much infl uenced by French designs, all of his work 
embodied that indefi nable Englishness with high style that nonetheless never ran 
into brashness or excess.
 In the 1990s John Blatchley was “rediscovered” by enthusiasts and enjoyed 
his old age recalling his life 
and times to his many visi-
tors. I feel very privileged to 
have known him. He leaves 
two sons, Simon and Philip. 
His wife Willow, who prede-
ceased him by some years, 
was an expert on Gypsy 
culture. He spent his long re-
tirement in Hastings, Sussex.
Martin Bennett

This Obituary is printed with the kind permission of the author, Martin Bennett (above, 
right, with John Blatchley at his home in 2002), and with acknowledgements also to Ashley 
James, whose web site www.kda132.com  is where it was fi rst published. The drawing is 
John Blatchley’s image of what became the Mark VI Bentley.  
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Geneva, March 2008: At the 78th Geneva International Motor show 2008, Zagato 
Atelier takes great pleasure in introducing the Bentley GTZ, the latest in a long 
line of collaborations with the very best British car manufacturers over the Mila-
nese Atelier ’s 89 years history. 
 Following on from the recent presentations of the Ferrari 575GTZ in 2006 and 
the Maserati GS Zagato at the Villa D’Este in 2007, the Bentley GTZ is a neo-
classic Zagato interpretation of the style of a British GT. 
 The project was conceived during a discussion between Dr. Ing. Franz Josef 
Paefgen, CEO of Bentley Motors Limited and Dr. Andrea Zagato, President of 
Zagato at the Pebble Beach Concours D’Elegance in 2006. At a “Tribute to 
Zagato” presentation, Zagato showed a selection of 1950s and 1960s models, 
along with the recent berlinettas presented during the last three years. 
 Dr. Paefgen was struck by the beauty of those cars and reminded of the histori-
cal signifi cance of the art of the Carrozzeria (coachbuilders) which was being both 
maintained and carried forward by Zagato. 
 Starting from the styling cues of the last neo classical coupes, which became 
milestones of Zagato design in the new millennium, the challenge was to apply 
the same design language to a completely different proportion of vehicle: the 
Bentley Continental GT Speed. 

Company News
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 Even with many technical restrictions and carryover parts in order to maintain 
the basic functions of this extremely sophisticated vehicle, the Zagato design 
team managed to give a distinctive and attractive character to the Zagato coupé. 
Pronounced fender lines, double-bubble roof, round tail with all new rear combi-
nation lamps are harmoniously integrated in to an imposing body adding a more 
aggressive and sharp feeling without losing the absolute solidity which is part of 
the great charm of the original coupé. 
 At the same time the hand painted pin-stripe coordinated with the interior colour 
adds a refi ned and exclusive elegance to the extrovert body lines helps to make 
the look of this car appropriate to be special limited-production model born 
between two great automotive cultures: Bentley and Zagato. 
 Top technical partners for this project are CPP, DELVIS, PPG: 
• Coventry Prototype Panels (Coventry – ENGLAND): the company has 
unrivalled expertise in the forming of automotive panels from aluminium, 
magnesium and steel sheet. 
• DELVIS GmbH (Haimhausen – DEUTSCHLAND): The contribution of Delvis 
was both the development of a rear light and the production of a prototype. Focus 
in the development was on design. 
• PPG (Milan – ITALY): The Bentley GTZ has been painted by PPG industries, 
the highly respected global supplier of coatings, glass and chemicals.
(from a press release from Zagato Atelier)

Company News
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A great deal of misinformation and 
confusing statements exist regarding 
the size of cable to use for various ap-
plications in the automobile. The main 
points to consider when selecting a cable 
should be:
• What is the load current to be 
drawn?
• What length of cable is required?
• What is the supply voltage?
• Is the load continuous or intermit-
tent?
 As an example, what size of cable 
would we need to supply two stoplights 
of 21 watts each from a 12-volt supply 
through a 6 metre length of cable?
 These two lamps will draw 3.5 amps. 
Use No 152.
 Automotive cables are made up of 
strands of 0.012 in (0.3mm) copper wire. 
The common numbering system used 
is:
No 148 7 strands of 0.012” copper 
Up to 0.5 amp
No 150 14 strands of 0.012” copper 
Greater than 3 amps
No 152 28 strands of 0.012” copper 
Greater than 10 amps
No154 44 strands of 0.012” copper 
Greater than 20 amps
No156 56 strands of 0.012” copper 
Greater than 30 amps
These current ratings are a guide only.
 Fortunately, most English vehicles use 
12-volt supply. Using this as a basis, the 
following is a guide to selecting a suitable 
cable:
• Main feed from starter solenoid to am-
meter and back to the regulator/fuse box 
No 156.
• Feed to the light switch from the regu-
lator/fuse box No 154

• Feed from ignition switch to coil No 
152.
• Feed to starter solenoid No 152
• Dash lights, instrument feeds, side-
lights, tail lights and interior lights No 
150.
• Fuel gauge to tank unit No 148.
• Feed to horn relay and horns No 
154.
 Many vehicles have direction indica-
tors, dip switch and horn button, fed 
down a tube in the steering column. The 
diameter of these cables is therefore 
small, and relays are advisable under 
these circumstances. Headlights No 154 
preferably relay driven.
 As a general rule err on the heavy side 
when selecting a cable.
 The old enemy of any electrical circuit 
is resistance. Resistance means heat is 
generated. This can become a greater 
problem when the cables are bound to-
gether in a loom. Common places where 
extra resistance is created are fuses and 
their holders, unsoldered terminals and 
dirty connections. 
 One of my biggest hates is the round 
terminals which are folded over the 
cable, and not soldered, which are very 
common on English vehicles. They look 
great when new, but with age, dirt and 
corrosion of the copper they become a 
real problem.
 Originally, cables were rubber coated 
and then a coloured braid placed over 
the outside. The only use the braid 
performed was to make identifi cation of 
a cable easier. With age the rubber per-
ishes and the braiding becomes brittle, 
leading to problems.
 Given a choice, I opt for plastic coated 
cables every time. I accept that it is not 

Automotive cables     by Eddie Riddle
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original, but I believe it is much more 
durable.
 Somebody is bound to say: look at 
what happens when plastic cable gets 
hot. At least it is obvious, which is not 
usually the case with rubber cables.
 We have all seen headlights, in par-
ticular, fl are brighter when the engine 
is sped up. While it is not practical to 
eliminate fl aring completely, it is often a 
sign that there are some high resistance 
points in the circuit.

Where to look
Leave the headlights on for say five 
minutes and then very carefully run 
your fi ngers over the light switch and 
dipswitch terminals, ammeter terminals 
and fuses. Note the warning unless you 
want burnt fi ngers!
 Another common place to look is the 
earth leads or the lack of them. Person-
ally I always run separate earth wires 
back to some clean point on the chassis 
or body.
 Starting problems, assuming the bat-
tery is fully charged, can often be traced 
to dirty battery terminals and in particular 
the earth circuit. I have seen many prob-
lems caused by the earth strap between 
the chassis and the motor being broken 
and the starter trying to draw enough 
current through the bolts of the engine 
mounts.
 On older Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars the bodies are fairly long and the 
wiring encased in aluminium channel. 
This is great until a fault occurs due to 
the cable insulation failing, or the wiring 
is disturbed. 
 Be warned! You may be up for a rewir-
ing job.
 The following Lucas colour code 
system description may be helpful in 
identifying the purpose of a cable:

N Brown P Purple  
W White U Blue  
G Green Y Yellow 
R Red  LG Light Green 
B Black
 When a cable has two colour code let-
ters, the fi rst denotes the main colour and 
the second denotes the tracer colour.
 As a general rule: 
Main colour
Brown will be associated with main 
feeds like ammeter and control box.
Blue will be associated with headlight 
circuits.
Green will be associated with ignition 
controlled and fused devices (A4).
White will be associated with ignition 
controlled circuits (not fused) (A3).
Purple will be associated with fused 
circuits like horns (A2).
Black earth connections.
Red will be associated with sidelights, 
taillights.
Examples: The headlights will have a 
blue cable with either a white or red 
tracer depending on whether it is high 
(BW) or low beam (BR).
 The dynamo lead will be yellow (Y) 
and the fi eld lead will be yellow with 
green tracer (YG).
 I always remember during my time as 
an auto electrician, a DX Vauxhall was 
driven into the workshop. The complaint 
was that the lights were very yellow and 
it was diffi cult to start. The owner was 
mystifi ed as to what the problem could 
be as he had completely rewired the car, 
using single strand bell wire even for 
the starter (he had used three strands 
here). 
 He couldn’t understand why we said it 
needed to be completely rewired. (Note 
that I said driven into the workshop.) The 
laugh about the whole incident was that 
he was employed as a fi reman.
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7KG, Neville and Bruce

Bruce McIlroy and 7KG, Gobi Desert some-

7KG at rest in the Gobi Desert (BM)

Some history
R o b e r t  M c D o u g a l l ,  a 
businessman and philanthropist, 
bought 7KG, a Silver Ghost with 
Regent Carriage Company V-
windscreen saloon coachwork, 
on a trip to Britain in 1922. He 
and his family toured Europe in 
the car and then shipped it home 
to Christchurch. Unusually in 
those days of rapid depreciation, 
he kept the car for 25 years, and 
such was his affection for 7KG 
that there is a story that its keys 
were in his waistcoat pocket 
when he was buried.
 After Robert McDougall’s death 
in 1947, 7KG was bought by Pete Davey, 
an alto saxophonist and bandleader, and 
the car had a new career as band bus. 
In 1954 it was bought by John Souter of 
Arthur’s Pass, who intended to use it as 
a taxi in addition to the Phantom 1 he 
already had. However, a public service 
vehicle required four-wheel brakes, and 
an attempt to graft front brakes from 
another car, probably a Hudson, was 
not successful. Soon after that 
Roly Parker bought 7KG for 
use as a private car, based 
at Otira. Arthur’s Pass, then a 
gravel road, was until the recent 
construction of the viaduct 
always a challenge, the more 
so with two-wheel brakes. The 
car remained in Roly Parker’s 
ownership for 30 years, during 
which time a fl ood swept away 
its garage and 7KG. There is a 
press report of a wheel being 
found two miles downstream, 
caught in some willows. The 

Ghost then passed to Roly Parker’s son-
in-law, Mr Dow in Dunedin, and later to a 
Scot named Stewart Wilkie, who began 
its restoration.
 The decision was made to re-
body the car as a copy of 14KG, a very 
attractive Windovers barrel-shaped 
tourer which was living in the area. 14KG 
is a short wheelbase chassis, so the 
six inches of extra length on 7KG was 
used to make a four-door tourer, rather 
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7KG, Neville and Bruce

Extra oil and water tanks under 7KG bonnet 
(BM)

Undertrays now gracing Novo Sibursk hotel car 

than the three-door body on 14KG. 
Howard Kingsford-Smith supervised the 
restoration from Invercargill. The original 
bonnet was used and the bright 
work was replated in nickel.
 The framing was made 
by a kitchen furniture company 
in Winton and the panelling was 
constructed by Ray Larsen in 
Queenstown. Robert Grant 
bought the project and continued 
with the restoration. After its 
purchase by Neville Jordan of 
Lower Hutt, a new dashboard in 
wood to replace the aluminium 
one present and a new hood 
were made by Bruce McIlroy 
Ltd in Ashburton. They also completed 
the mechanical and chassis work, and 
have continued to look after 7KG.
 Anthony Dacre wrote a Road 
Report which appeared in 98-3, and that 
article has been of great assistance in 
bringing the exploits of 7KG up to date.
 Neville and Diane Jordan took 
part in the Centennial Tour in 2004 using 
7KG, and so enjoyed the experience 
that they decided to replace the fairly 

serious long-distance yacht 
racing, from which Neville had 
recently retired, with some 
ambitious touring with 7KG. The 
Silver Ghost was prepared in 
Bruce McIlroy Ltd’s workshop 
for its trans-continental tour 
of North America, which was 
completed successfully. Next 
came a drive from Seattle to 
San Francisco, and in 2006 the 
Jordans and 7KG attended the 
Silver Ghost Association event 

in Tennessee.  
 What next? With the centennial 
of the 1907 Peking to Paris drawing 
near, and a Peking to Paris Challenge 
being professionally organised, Neville 

decided to enter the Silver Ghost, 
inviting Bruce McIlroy to be his co-
driver. An event celebrating the 1907 
run took place in 1997 but followed 
a more southerly route, whereas the 
centennial celebration would follow the 
original course, including the detour to 
St Petersburg where the winning entrant 
of 100 years ago, Prince Borghese, 
attended a ball in his honour.
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7KG, Neville and Bruce

Neville Jordan, Stephen Fowler, Diane Jordan 
and Bruce McIlroy at starting position in Beijing 

Neville and Bruce with a few more layers and 
apprehensive expressions, Beijing (BM)

The preparation
Such an event is not to be lightly 
considered, and a quite formidable 
amount of planning went in to the 
preparation of 7KG, actually consisting 
of four months of continual work. 
The equipment and modifications 
were extensive but were designed 
with the intention of easily returning 
the car to its original specifi cations 
afterwards. 
 An aluminium 150 litre tank 

in the rear passenger compartment 
supplemented the original 85 litre fuel 
capacity, also incorporating a locker for 
tools and spare parts. Fuel pumps and 
spare pumps were carried, together with 
spare tubing and hoses. The original 
air pressure was used, and the electric 
pumps were used only to supply the 
transfer of fuel to the original rear-
mounted tank. A hand pump primes the 
system to half a pound for starting, and 
from there on the original pump supplies 

fuel pressure at 2 psi, and it 
continued to perform faultlessly 
throughout the Challenge.
 The original exhaust 
cut-out was eliminated, and in 
view of the car’s all-up weight 
of 2900 kilograms instead of 
its original 2500 kilograms, an 
extra leaf was added to each 
rear spring.
 To ensure accurate 
distance recording, a Tufnol ring 
was added behind the gearbox 
and connected to the rally 

computer. In the event the rally computer 
rattled to destruction within a week, and 
the spare lasted only ten more days. The 
GPS navigation system was relied upon 
implicitly, and a target 50 kph average 
speed was combined with approximately 
8 or 9 miles per gallon. As someone has 
commented, “About the same as a Silver 
Shadow around town!”  
 A fi rst aid kit, fi re extinguisher, 
GPS navigation equipment and satellite 
telephone were of course mandatory 
fi tments. Two effi cient air fi lters and a 
radiator overfl ow tank which blend in 
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7KG, Neville and Bruce

S348RL, Ghost entered by Eberharts from 

very well with the original under-bonnet 
machinery were fi tted. 
 Sand ladders, to assist with the 
anticipated bogging down in places where 

roads were sketchy or non-
existent, were carried under 
the running boards, and a 
comprehensive undertray 
in two pieces was built 

to protect the underside of the car. 
Protective shields were also installed 
under mudguards, in an attempt to 
minimise stone damage, and as an 
afterthought a mesh radiator screen was 
made, carried in a box in the aeroplane 
to China, and installed with rubber 
mountings.
 The months of thought, planning, 
and preparation contributed by Neville, 
Bruce and the team seemed to be 
in some contrast to what others had 
achieved, as a great deal of fairly 
rudimentary work was being carried 
out by many competitors in the Beijing 
hotel car park just before the offi cial 
departure.

Modern Beijing
The fi rst sight of modern Beijing traffi c 
was from the relative security of a bus 
on the way to retrieve the cars from the 
warehouse where they were stored, and 
then it was total immersion as Bruce 
and Neville navigated their way to their 
Shangri-La Hotel base.
 About this time came the pleasure 
of meeting the other competitors and 
renewing acquaintances began, and 
Bruce stresses the feeling of camaraderie 
throughout the Challenge. This is in some 
contrast to the intensely nationalistic 
feeling of 100 years ago, when the Italian 
prince’s single-minded determination to 
win in his Itala has been reported as his 
neglecting to advise of the breakdown of 
the Contal tri-car in the Gobi Desert, with 
the consequent near death of its crew, 
Auguste Pons and Octave Foucault. 
 M. Pons does not seem to 
have been deterred by his experience, 
though, for he entered the New York to 
Paris Race the next year, choosing a 

Sizaire Naudin This was still a 
single-cylinder car, albeit one 
with four wheels, but it broke an 
axle at Peekskill N.Y. after only 
71 kilometres, and could not be 
repaired. Opera buffs will know 
that his daughter was the noted 
coloratura soprano Lily Pons 
(1898-1976).
 The other two Ghosts in 
the 2007 team were both built 
in Springfi eld, Massachusetts. 
They were 333HH, which had 
had its Brewster Sedanca body 
replaced for the Challenge 
by a plywood deck and a roof 
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Rallying countryside in Estonia (BM)

incorporating a roll bar, and this 
North American team of Rick 
Brown and Tom Stevenson was 
very experienced, intending 
to win the Pioneer Section. 
Number 17 was a Brewster 
Piccadilly Roadster S348RL, 
entered by Albert and Monique 
Eberhart from Portugal, and 
although they encountered 
many problems, they were still 
part of the winning team of 
Ghosts in Paris.

Conditions
As can be imagined, with the northern 
spring, high latitudes and altitudes all 
contributing, the weather varied wildly. 
On one occasion, because of Neville’s 
and Bruce’s running position, they had 
arrived at the camp site in Sansyand 
before the worst of a sandstorm arrived, 
and were able to secure their tent to best 
make use of 7KG’s shelter and weight. 
Bruce speaks admiringly of competitors’ 
determination to keep going, no matter 
how bad conditions seemed at the 
time.  
 Words, particularly those of a 
writer who has never been to any of 
the places the Challenge visited, are 
utterly inadequate. The photographs 
we have seen give some idea of, say, a 
McKenzie Country writ huge. To cover 
400 kilometres each day, without the 
convenient changes in scenery a mere 
50 kilometres produce for travellers in 
New Zealand, is a formidable challenge. 
The DVD privately made by Adele and 
David Cohen, whom many of us have 
met during their visits to our country, 
has been a great help in trying to 

comprehend the enormous scale of the 
landscape. The historical epic fi lms to 
come out of China also help.

Mongolia
The relative ease of travel on the roads 
on the route through China was in 
stark contrast to the almost complete 
lack of roads as soon as they crossed 
the border into Mongolia, apart from a 
short distance around the capital city 
of Ulaan Bataar. To give some idea of 
the damage that could be infl icted upon 
the competing cars, imagine the forces 
required to break the steering box off an 
R-Type’s chassis. 
 Accommodation was in “cities” 
of collected yurts or ghers constructed 
on brick bases and bare earth, with toilet 
and shower facilities appended. The 
harshness of life in Mongolia is perhaps 
refl ected in the Mongolians’ attitudes. 
Even our New Zealanders were unable 
to achieve much rapport with them, 
and were relieved to make the border 
crossing into Siberia.  
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Rick Brown and winning Ghost at Paris (BM)

Russia
Our travellers were overwhelmed by 
the beauty of the countryside as spring 
transformed it, with a wealth of silver 
birch forest and rolling wheat fi elds. What 
life must be like here in the winter is hard 
to imagine, for although the Stalinist 
apartment blocks presumably have some 
insulation, the wooden houses so often 
encountered did not appear to make any 
concessions to human comfort.  
 On the day they drove from 
Perm and approached Kazan, a black 
Volga with darkened windows and 

an impressive collection of antennae 
overtook 7KG and indicated with honking 
and flashing that Neville and Bruce 
should stop. They were reluctant to do 
so, but after the Volga drew alongside its 
occupants impressed Bruce, who was 
sitting near them, that the Russians were 
determined, Neville stopped. He kept 
the car in gear in case of any diffi culties, 
and two occupants of the Volga got out 
and insisted, despite all protests to the 
contrary, that Neville and Bruce accept 

1,000 roubles in cash “to help with the 
police”. They then shook hands all round 
and departed.
 Neville and Bruce enjoyed the 
Russians they encountered, but the 
closer they travelled to Moscow, the 
more attitudes seemed to harden.
 Near the border to Estonia, after 
rain had left the road greasy, a Russian 
truck made a U-turn in front of the Ghost, 
forcing them off the road and into a ditch. 
That truck departed, but another stopped 
and helped Neville and Bruce by towing 

them back onto the road.
 As can be imagined, 
the “rest days” provided during 
the Challenge were notional 
rather than actual, but Neville 
hit upon the idea of hiring a taxi 
whenever some spare time was 
available, so that the two New 
Zealanders had a chance to 
see these cities with the benefi t 
of an experienced guide. The 
one true rest day that Neville 
and Bruce allowed themselves 
was spent in Moscow. After the 
tour by taxi, Bruce explored Red 

Square with Wallace McNair and Ann 
Thomson, entrants from the Waikato 
in their Delage D8 who had made the 
early decision to treat the Challenge as 
a Tour. Red Square was closed to traffi c, 
but in the evening Neville contributed to 
some police fund or other, and drove 
7KG in to be photographed in front of 
the Kremlin.      
 Bruce hopes to return some day 
to St Petersburg to see the treasures 
they had no time to enjoy.
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Bruce, Neville, Jocleyn Seligman and 
Diane,Paris (SF)

Europe
Again fortunate in their early starting 
position, Neville and Bruce had minimal 
delay in leaving Russia, with none of the 
“traffi c infringements” which seemed to 
have been attached to so many other cars. 
They were, however, very glad to leave 
Russia for the delights of Estonia and 
the special sections organised on gravel 
roads through beautiful countryside. 
The Challenge stayed overnight 
in Tallinn, Estonia’s capital city, 
and it is on Bruce’s must-see-
again list. They toured and rallied 
through Latvia and Lithuania, and 
stayed for a rest day in Gdansk, 
Poland, where 7KG was treated 
to a thorough servicing.  
 Enquiries led them to 
a workshop vacant on that day 
where, behind a closed door, 
they met its owner. As the day 
progressed, and relations warmed, 
he became more and more interested in 
7KG and its crew’s ministrations, and 
kept industrial-strength coffee fl owing. 
He was a retired admiral from the 
Polish Navy, late of a rocket ship in the 
Baltic Sea, who now runs a business 
converting vehicles to hand controls for 
the disabled.
 The Challenge route took 
competitors to Potsdam, in the former 
East Germany, and Sans Souci, the 
vast former palace of King Frederick the 
Great of Prussia, where the Potsdam 
Treaty was signed by Churchill, Stalin, 
and Truman in 1945.
 Driving the two-wheel-braked 
7KG in 2007 traffi c conditions in Europe 
remained a major challenge, and the 
crew could not afford to relax as they 

approached their goal. An Itala crew, 
apparently as a result of communication 
problems, actually spent a night in jail 
in France, and the driver of a Lancia, 
who had driven solo since his co-driver 
had jumped ship at an early stage, 
was involved in a traffi c accident with a 
modern Mercedes.
 Bruce stresses that the best 
possible way to see Paris is from a 
Silver Ghost as it makes its triumphant 

way to the Place de Vendome. The 
satisfaction at having achieved their goal 
is evident on Neville’s and Bruce’s faces 
in photographs taken both there and at 
the fi nal dinner, held at Intercontinental 
Hotel. This was a formal enough 
whingding to gladden the heart of a 
certain Northern Region member, and 
our Southern Region member Stephen 
Fowler was eventually successful in 
his quest to hire a suitable suit. Tom 
Stevenson, the Canadian co-driver of 
333HH, also searched with Stephen 
for a while, but elected to save time by 
investing in a suit at Paris prices.
 To round off the saga of 7KG’s 
exploits over its 85 years, Robert 
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Stephen Fowler guarded the silverware (SF)

McDougall’s grand-daughter, who lives 
in Paris, sat in the car at the fi nishing 
venue at the back of the Ritz Hotel. She 
had brought photographs taken when her 
family owned the car.
 
Some anecdotes
The New Zealanders’ position at the start 
of each day meant that they were in close 
touch with only those in their starting 
group, and they tended to be somewhat 

busy, when not driving or navigating, 
in tending to the car, securing tents 
and maintaining communication. Some 
cars and their crews made an indelible 
impression on Bruce and Neville. A 30/98 
Vauxhall from Britain was bought by its 
third owner only five years ago, and 
despite several problems the car and its 
crew fi nished well. The Blockley tyres 
running at 30 psi gave a great deal of 
trouble, but after they were run at the 
60 psi which Bruce recommended they 

performed faultlessly.
 Some epics of improvisation 
were achieved. Number 6 was a Knox 
Model R, an early American of heroic 
proportions. A cylinder literally burst quite 
early on, so it was disconnected and 
the car became one of three cylinders. 
Later breakages were repaired by 
cannibalising parts from the remains of 
the redundant cylinder, and the Knox 
reached Paris, having run on three for 
10,000 kilometres.
 One Itala ended up with a 
Volga car engine and gearbox installed, 
presumably somewhere with Russian 
infl uence.
 Some cars  t rave l led  fo r 
cons iderab le  d is tances  aboard 
trucks when an immediate repair was 
impossible, and the Baileys had to sit up 
there in their Bentley 3-litre for several 
days because there was no room in 
the truck’s cab for them. A 1910 Talbot 
suffered a badly bent front axle, and 
drove with pronounced negative camber 
until they reached the city of Novo 
Sibursk, where they could expect help. 
They called fi rst at a Peugeot agency, but 
left after staff with a clipboard appeared. 
A Land Rover agency could not help, so 
they approached a railway workshop. 
They could not gain access there for 
security reasons and were reluctant to 
leave the car, but after they took some 
offi cials to lunch they returned to fi nd the 
Talbot sitting repaired and ready for the 
road.
 An American couple, Robert 
Pattison and Julie Fitzsimmons, in a very 
original Chrysler 65 suffered a run big-
end bearing in Mongolia. The engineer 
they were lucky enough to fi nd tapped 
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7KG, Neville and Bruce

Caption not required! (SF)
We are assured that this is the best 
way to view Paris (SF)

the connecting rods to determine which 
one didn’t ring true, and repaired the 
problem. They later broke an axle, and 
after this was repaired they drove day 
and night to catch up with their place. 

They had lost their fuel cap, and 
when stopped by helpful police to 
tell them of their lack of a tail light 
the couple were fortunate to be 
able to communicate that those 
cigarette lighters weren’t a good 
idea.

Fuel
Fuel was a problem for many cars. 
Aston Martin DB5s were not designed to 
run on petrol which varied between 65 
and 85 octane points, but the Ghosts 
thrived on it. 7KG was fed an upper 
cylinder lubricant as a supplement. Petrol 
had to be ordered before it was pumped, 
and the uncertain nature of the pumps’ 
calibration was another variable, along 
with uncertainty of how much petrol was 
needed and language diffi culties.

How 7KG Fared     
7KG had just one tyre problem, caused 
by a rock which went through the sidewall 
and also bent the wheel, but this was 
later repaired by Russian hammers in 

Novo Sibursk. The most serious 
problem occurred when a front 
spring leaf broke in Mongolia.
 What to do? Well, Neville knew 
the Mongolian Ambassador to New 
Zealand and was eventually able 
to contact him. The ambassador 
was actually in Ulaan Bataar 
and after a few telephone calls a 
garage was located. To give some 
idea of the conditions under which 
transport and communications are 
maintained in Mongolia, some 

details of the methods used are worth 

setting down here. The garage was built 
with mud bricks and had a dirt fl oor. An 
electric welder, powered by an extension 
cord with wires wrapped around and 
held by a support person, and an angle 
grinder comprised the equipment, while 
sunglasses protected the eyes. The 
welder was used for cutting steel and 
boring holes as well as more conventional 
tasks. A spring leaf and u-bolts from an 
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Robert McDougall’s grand-daughter lives 
in Paris, and appears in Stephen Fowler’s 
photograph while sitting in 7KG’s passenger 
seat while she chats to Diane Jordan. The 
mark on the mudguard visible beside its 
mounting was caused by conditions in the Gobi 
Desert, and is the only evidence of the car’s 

old truck behind the garage were used, 
with the spring cut to the right width, the 
u-bolts cut and re-welded. The threads 
were damaged, but  oil and a very long 
extension pinched up the nuts. Food and 
drink arrived at about mid-night, Bruce 
and Neville refuelled at an all-night petrol 
station, drove to the campsite, had some 
breakfast, and departed on their day. 
 The repair eventually broke, but 
they were able to clamp the axle and 
improvise a strop to the dumb-iron. This 
held until a replacement spring leaf was 
obtained. Bruce had made a call to his 
colleagues P & A Wood in England, and 
Andrew Wood brought the leaf with him 
when he fl ew in a business jet to service 
some of his customers’ cars in Novo 
Sibursk. Bruce speaks slightly nervously 
of the experience of dismantling the front 
of 7KG again, using bottle jacks, in the 
hotel car-park there. The nuts installed in 
Mongolia were a challenge to undo…

 Neville and Bruce became 
bogged in sand only once and so 
made the decision to jettison the 
sand ladders. They sit somewhere 
in the Gobi Desert. The loss of the 
trunk from the rear of the car was 
involuntary, for with it went some 
valuable equipment and original 
tools. It is somewhere in the Gobi 
too. 
 The protect ive aluminium 
undertrays which had been so 

carefully fabricated for the journey were 
removed in the hotel car park at Novo 
Sibursk and may well still be there. 
The stresses entailed in the hectic 
schedule, along with a mistrust of the 
food available, meant that another useful 
saving was made, for Bruce lost 1 stone 
(7KG) in weight.
ATK, photographs by Bruce McIlroy 
(BM) and Stephen Fowler (SF)
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BOOK REVIEW
          The Essential Buyer’s Guide to ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW,                    

BENTLEY T-SERIES including Corniche, Carmague, 
                                          Silver Shadow II & Bentley T2: 1965 to 1995

by Malcolm Bobbitt
                                       ISBN 978-1-84584-1/UPC 6-368470-4146-5

                         Published by Veloce Publishing Ltd
                                            33 Trinity Street, Dorchester, DT1 1TT, England

                                             Telephone 0044 1305 260068 Fax 0044 1305 268864
                                                 E-mail sales@veloce.co.uk Web www.veloce.co.uk
                                                 Soft-bound, 68 pages195 mm by 140 mm
                                                 approximately 100 colour photographs
                                                 £9.99 from the publisher, or available through
                                                 specialist bookshops here
This book, slightly smaller than our A5 
magazine size, will fit neatly in your 
pocket, and is as useful a guide to 
these pillars of our Club as is likely to 
be found.
 The first eight chapters, with 
such interesting titles as “Fifteen Minute 
Evaluation – walk away or stay?”, 
“Inspection Equipment”, and “Key Points 
– where to look for problems”, also 
cover technical information with chassis 
number interpretation and introduction 
of features during the cars’ production 
life.
 The “Inspection Equipment” 
chapter lists this book, reading glasses, 
magnet, torch, probe, overalls, a mirror 
on a wand, digital camera, notebook, and 
“a friend, preferably a knowledgeable 
enthusiast”. 
 The second phase of the 
book starts with Chapter 9, “Serious 
Evaluation”. Each of 44 points is covered 
by a box to be circled, presumably in 
pencil, “ex 4” “gd 3” “av 2” “po 1” with an 
interpretation at the end of the chapter. 
If the car in question scores 176 it has 
scored 100%, 132 is “good”, 88 “average” 
and of course 44 is poor 

by anyone’s standard. Malcolm Bobbitt 
says “Cars scoring over 123 will be 
completely useable and will require 
only maintenance and care to keep in 
condition. Cars scoring between 90 and 
122 will require full restoration while cars 
scoring between 90 and 122 will require 
very careful assessment of necessary 
repair/restoration costs in order to reach 
a realistic value.” So there.
 With 100 photographs to fi t in 
this small book, they are of an almost 
thumbnail size. However, that is large 
enough to show the quite gruesome 
effects of a hard life on salted roads, and 
would make the reader thankful for a car 
which has spent its life in our relatively 
benign climate.
 As valuable for the owner of 
these cars as for the prospective owner, 
why not carry out your own marking of 
your car?
 Produced to Veloce’s usual high 
standards of paper and printing (in India), 
this book, which was kindly provided by 
the publisher, will make a worthwhile 
addition to the Club’s library, and to 
anyone else who enjoys these superb 
cars.
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We also stock a wide range of books, hand-books, and Rolls-Royce bro-
chures. For full details, see our website, www.royscars.co.nz.

THE REAL CAR COMPANY
North Wales

Specialists in Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motorcars, 1920 to 1970s.
Around 30 to 40 cars in stock, ranging from restoration projects to 

concours.
We are always looking to buy similar vehicles, especially pre 1950.
Highly experienced in the Ocean Shipping of these important cars.

Web:      www.realcar.co.uk
Phone:    0044 1248 602649

Please contact Bernie Snalam for further information.
e-mail:    bernie_snalam@hotmail.com
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COLGRAY MOTORS
FOR ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY SPARES AND SERVICING

9B Beatrice Tinsley Crescent, Albany, Auckland

Phone/Fax: 09 414-1971
Mobile: 021 643-030   A/H: 09 444-3030    

email: colin@colgray.com    website:  www.colgray.com

Friendly advice available

New and 
Secondhand 

ROLLS-ROYCE
and BENTLEY 

Parts

Stockists of
AUTOGLYM
Car Care
Products
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SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Arriving:
1995 Bentley Turbo RL
1994 Bentley Brooklands
1982 Rolls-Royce Corniche Convertible
1970 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow



Independent prestIge
new Zealand Concessionaires for Bentley 

passenger Cars

new  Bentley Continental gtC 
A glorious convertible, silver tempest.  $450,000.

2007 Bentley Continental Flying spur 
dark sapphire with portland hide, solar sun roof, $398,900.

2007 Bentley Continental gtC 
Convertible, silverlake, 3,000 kms, $399,995.

2006 Bentley Arnage r 
peacock with Cotswold hide, 6,000 kms, superb, $399,995.

2006 Bentley Continental gt Mulliner 
Beluga with Beluga hide, 10,000 kms, $320,000.

2006 Bentley Continental gt Coupe 
Moonbeam silver, 11,000 kms, $295,000.

2005 Bentley Continental gt Coupe 
Beluga with Beluga hide, 10,000 kms, $285,000.

2004 Bentley Continental gt 
spruce green with saddle hide, 27,000 kms, $199,000.

1996 Bentley Azure Convertible 
Aurora green with dark green hood, only 3,600 kms,  
stunning $250,000.

1995 Bentley Continental r 
racing green, Magnolia hide, 21,000 kms, great car, $175,000.

2000 rolls-royce silver seraph 
peacock with Cotswold hide, 50,000 kms, most attractive, $150,000.

1998 rolls-royce silver seraph 
silver pearl, french navy hide, 21,000 kms, $155,000.

For personal attention call our experienced staff:

sales - paul shorter 09 361 7074 or 021 878 555
service - Byron Martin 09 361 7076 or 021 446 190
parts - Michael Light 09 360 4727 or 021 987 565

ph (09) 360 3202  Fax (09) 361 6403
www.bentleyauckland.co.nz or reception@iprestige.co.nz

Independent prestIge
150 great north rd, Auckland City.  A giltrap Motor group Company

For Immediate delivery (subject only to prior sale)


